
An Appreciation Testimony by Prof. Johnny Mugisha, Makerere University - Uganda 
 
Dear Prof. Adipala, 

  
First, I want to congratulate you upon successfully steering RUFORUM right from the time 

it evolved from FORUM in 2004. You have had sleepless nights, you have sacrificed yourself 
for the sake of African Universities; the academic staff and the students. Your selflessness 

beats every record. Your effort of inclusiveness is written on every wall. I am a beneficiary of 
this, and let me remind you this; a mark that has kept me moving since 22 years ago. 
  

Around 10th December 1999, I was returning from Germany having completed my PhD. The 

Head of my Department in the then Faculty of Agriculture had organised for me a van to pick 

me up from Entebbe Airport. I checked out of the airport and walked to the waiting van, very 
sure I would sit in front next to the driver and rest my arm on the window as I am driven to 

Kampala; as a young excited Dr. in the country! Guess what, I found my seat already 
occupied. By who? Dr. Adipala. I had nothing to do but to take the back seats. 
  

This man occupying my seat did not know me but I knew him. He asked me who I was and 
I introduced myself; a fresh PhD graduate of Agricultural Economics and an Assistant 

Lecturer at Makerere University. 
  

There and then the "adipalism" started immediately. This was a Friday afternoon, and 
Adipala tells me to meet him on the following Monday to discuss how I can write a research 
proposal. For sure I wanted that weekend to meet family members and friends whom I had 

missed for 3 years! 
  

Anyhow, Monday comes and I meet Adipala in his office in the Faculty of Agriculture. He 
tells me to write a concept note and bring it to him the following day (Tuesday). I did so; I 

was still beaming with ideas. On that Tuesday we discuss the concept and he tells me to bring 
a full proposal by Friday (same week). I complied. We discussed it, made quick revisions and 
he forwarded it to FORUM and it was funded. This was in early 2000. Happiness was all over 

me, from the man who occupied my seat in the airport pickup van, the man who denied me 

rest after exhaustive studies. He taught me the art of writing winning proposals. This was my 

very first research grant. Until now, and for all the subsequent research grants I have got, I 
attribute it to Prof. Adipala - the first cut is the deepest. 

  
Thank you Prof. Adipala. You have touched the hands of millions. I read your book about 

your journal from childhood, which is not very different from many of us. May God keep 
blessing you, may He give you longer life such that you touch many more hands.  
  

Congratulations once again. I am very happy that we have got a perfect replacement, Prof. 
Patrick Okori in whom I have confidence.  

  
Merry Christmas to all Staff of RUFORUM Secretariat. Your services have been exceptional. 

May you have a prosperous 2023. 
  
 

Johnny Mugisha 

Former Dean and Lecturer  
Makerere University, Uganda  


