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Dr. Aloys Fashaho’s Doctoral Studies Experience Under RUFORUM Graduate Teaching 

Assistantship Programme 

 

Dr. Aloys Fashaho is glad to share with you his experience and 

lessons learnt during his four-year journey (2016 – 2020) of 

doctoral studies under RUFORUM Graduate Teaching 

Assistantship (GTA) Programme, and its significance to his career. 

Aloys is a Rwandese national born on April 16th, 1969. He has been 

working for the University of Rwanda as an academic staff since 

2006 and occupied positions of Academic Secretary of 

Agroforestry Department and Head of Department of Crop 

Sciences. As an academic staff, his responsibilities include 

teaching, conducting research and transferring technologies to the 

community. Aloys has completed his PhD Programme and will be 

awarded PhD degree in Soil Science by Egerton University /Kenya 

on July 31st, 2020. His thesis is entitled “Evaluation of Soil Properties and Response of Maize (Zea 

mays L.) to Bioslurry and Mineral Fertilizers in Terraced Acrisols and Lixisols of Rwanda”. He 

holds a Master’s degree in Sanitary Engineering /Agricultural Sciences and Biological Engineering 

awarded by “Faculté Universitaire des Sciences Agronomiques de Gembloux /Belgium” in 2008 

and a Bachelor’s degree in Soils and Agricultural Engineering awarded by the National University 

of Rwanda in 2003. His master’s degree programme was sponsored by NUFFIC through the 

project of Van Hall Larenstein University of Applied Sciences for capacity building of the Higher 

Institute of Agriculture and Animal Husbandry (PR-ISAE) in Rwanda.  

 

Aloys started his PhD studies in May 2016. As a Lecturer at University of Rwanda, College of 

Agriculture, Animal Sciences and Veterinary Medicine, he received a scholarship under the 

RUFORUM - GTA programme. The scholarship involved a tripartite agreement where the 

University of Rwanda (sending University) provided study leave and living allowances, Egerton 

University, Kenya (host University) provided tuition fee and accommodation waiver and 

RUFORUM provided research funds. He was admitted into the PhD Programme in Soil Science 

at the Department of Crops, Horticulture and Soils in the Faculty of Agriculture at Egerton 

University. He was allocated two supervisors from Egerton University and one Supervisor from 

University of Rwanda. In collaboration with his supervisors, he developed a research proposal 

which was defended at both Departmental and Faculty levels in 2016. The proposal was approved 

by the Board of Post Graduate Studies, and the PhD student was then allowed to commence 

research. Trials were conducted in fields belonging to farmer cooperatives, in three cropping 

seasons, between 2017 and 2018. The research involved testing effects of bioslurry and mineral 

fertilizers on physical, chemical and biological properties of soils (terraced Acrisols in high 

altitude and Lixisols in medium altitude) and maize (Zea mays L.) crop performance.  
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Several lessons were learnt during his journey of PhD studies. Among them, the following can be 

highlighted: (1) Hard work for a PhD student is fundamental and unavoidable for timely 

completion of studies. This implies a particular discipline of working day and night, and limiting 

time allocated to other important duties including care for the family. (2) A good collaboration 

between a PhD student and his supervisors is very important and key for timely achievement of 

goals. The PhD thesis written and papers published in referred journals by Aloys were the fruit of 

high effort coupled with timely response by supervisors. (3) Knowledge in statistical analysis of 

data is important. This can be obtained by taking a biometric course, getting guidance from 

supervisors and learning from fellow PhD students. (4) Good collaboration of the researcher with 

farmers, field technicians (assist researchers) and laboratory staff enables the researcher to be 

efficient and precise in conducting field trials, collecting data and analysing samples in laboratory. 

(5) Collaboration with other PhD students in different areas of studies brings remarkable benefit 

to the work and encouragement to the student. 

  
Illustration of bioslurry liquid form 
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Maize crop on the trial at different stages 

The challenges experienced included: (1) Change of main supervisor at the stage of field data 

collection. This did not, however, deter the research progress because the other two supervisors 

stayed actively engaged in guiding the student. The new supervisor quickly understood the 

research topic and made significant contributions at the stage of data analysis, thesis writing and 

paper publication. (2) Erratic rainfall received during the first cropping season caused crop failure 

and occasioned repeat of the trial in the subsequent season. This slowed the research progress. (3) 

The Covid-19 pandemic appeared when the student was about to defend his PhD thesis. Egerton 

University was closed unexpectedly one week to the defense, which had been scheduled to take 

place on March 27th, 2020. The University’s Board of Postgraduate studies later organized a virtual 

defense which was successfully held on June 15th, 2020. A virtual graduation ceremony is 

scheduled for July 31st, 2020. 

 

During his time at Egerton University, Aloys audited four courses; biometrics, soil fertility and 

plant nutrition, soil microbiology and biochemistry, and field annual crops management. The 

biometric course built his knowledge in statistical data analysis. The other three courses were 

related to his research topic. As a PhD student under GTA Programme, Aloys was involved in 

teaching and examining the undergraduate courses; Introduction to Soil Science and Research 

Methods. He also assisted in teaching of statistical data analysis to selected students under Masters’ 

programme. These activities in addition to the challenge of erratic weather previously mentioned 

implied adjustment of time allocated to the research especially proposal writing, data analysis, and 

thesis and papers writing. The PhD studies that had been scheduled for completion in three years 

therefore extended to the fourth year.  

 

The completion of PhD programme will significantly contribute to Aloys’ career in a Higher 

Learning Institution. It will enhance quality of teaching and research, and delivery of outreach 

services to the community (technology transfer). 

Before ending this storyline, Aloys would like to express his deepest acknowledgement to 

RUFORUM for the opportunity of acquiring the PhD degree through the Teaching Assistantship 

(GTA) Programme. “Support for this research was made possible through a capacity building 
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competitive grant Training for the next generation of scientists provided by Carnegie Cooperation 

of New York through the Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture 

(RUFOFUM)”. 

Thank you. 

Aloys Fashaho (PhD) 

Soil Science  

Lecturer at University of Rwanda 


