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RUFORUM Executive Secretary meets with the Honorable Minister of Higher 

Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of South Sudan 
 

On the 22nd July 2022, Professor Adipala Ekwamu, the Executive Secretary of RUFORUM, paid 

a courtesy visit to the Minister of Higher Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of 

South Sudan, Hon. Gabriel Changson Chang. The meeting took place in the presence of the Under 

Secretary Dr. Adil Athanaziou Surur and the Vice Chancellor of Dr John Garang Memorial 

University of Science and Technology, Professor Abraham Matoc Dhai. 

 

 
Picture 1: Prof Adipala Ekwamu (left) giving a copy of his book-the Unfinished Journey- to the  Minister of Higher Education, 
Science and Technology in South Sudan 

Hon. Gabriel Changson Chang was pleased to welcome the RUFORUM delegation and 

appreciated the work done by RUFORUM in the continent. He emphasized the role of the 

Network in solving the continent’s agricultural development issues through training, research 

and mobilization of resources for universities and other researchers. He advised that 

RUFORUM endeavors to mobilise support for strengthening both public and private 

Universities in the Republic of South Sudan and in other African countries. He noted with 

appreciation the efforts and support from RUFORUM that has helped University of Juba to 
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strengthen its Postgraduate Programmes, including the launching of the PhD Programme in 

Natural Resources and Environment Management.    

 

In his response, Prof Adipala Ekwamu mentioned that RUFORUM’s key function is supporting 

human capital development for generating technologies and innovations for especially 

strengthening Agri-Food Systems in Africa. To achieve this objective RUFORUM works with 

various stakeholder groups including Governments and Development Partners, both local and 

international. RUFORUM is particularly keen to work with the Government of South Sudan to 

strengthen the country’s Higher Education and TVET sectors.    

 

 

 

Note to Editors  

 

About RUFORUM:  

 

The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) is a consortium of 

150 African universities operating in 38 countries on the continent with a mission to ‘strengthen the 

capacities of Universities to foster innovations responsive to demands of smallholder farmers through 

the training of high quality researchers, the output of impact oriented research and the maintenance 

of collaborative working relations among researchers, farmers, national agricultural research 

institutions’. RUFORUM was established by Vice Chancellors in 2004 with a Secretariat hosted at 

Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda. In 2014 RUFORUM signed a MoU with the African Union 

Commission to support implementation of the Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa 

(STISA 2024) Priority One on reducing poverty and ensuring food and nutrition security. RUFORUM 

has supported the training of 2053 MSc, 627 PhD graduates and 229 BSc, of whom 98% work in their 
countries or region, the generation of over 300 agricultural technologies and mobilized over US$236.3 

million for strengthening postgraduate education in Africa. Please visit www.ruforum.org for more 
information.  
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