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  Press Release    

     
    For immediate release 22th July, 2022 

Official Launch of the PhD Programme in “Natural Resources and Environmental 

Management” at University of Juba  
 

The University of Juba in South Sudan in partnership with the Regional Universities Forum for 

Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM), have officially launched a PhD programme in 

Natural Resources and Environmental Management. The function was held at University of 

Juba’s Samani Hall on 22nd July 2022. It was attended by the Representative of the Ministry of 

Higher Education and Science and Technology of the Republic of South Sudan, Professor 

Adipala Ekwamu, the Executive Secretary of RUFORUM, the Vice Chancellor of University of 

Juba- Professor John Akec; Dr John Garang Memorial University Vice Chancellor Professor 

Abraham Matoc Dhai and the Vice Chancellor of the Upper Nile University Professor Marial 

Awou Yol.  

 

 
Picture 1: Official launch of a PhD programme in Natural Resources and Environmental Management at University of Juba’s 

Samani Hall  

 

Three keynote presentations were made during the launch ceremony, including an Overview 

of RUFORUM by Professor Adipala Ekwamu; the Status of Higher Education and STI in South 

Sudan by Professor John Apuruot Akec, and the Postgraduate training programmes at 

University of Juba by Professor Emero Bernando Ochi, the Principal of Graduate College at 

University of Juba.  
 

In his Keynote address, Prof Adipala Ekwamu elaborated on the evolution of RUFORUM, its 

phased approach to human development, its transformative agenda on the development of 

agriculture on the continent and its areas of focus in the Republic of South Sudan. The latter 

included i) strengthening human resource and research capacity, ii) staff development for 

South Sudan Universities, iii) strengthening graduate training programmes, and iv) Joint 

resource mobilization for research and innovation. 



  2 

 

The PhD Programme in Natural Resources and Environment Management will include one year 

of coursework to be offered by national and international academics.  As such it is planned that 

a number of courses will be offered online. The three Universities in South Sudan agreed to 

contribute to the PhD Programme implementation and looked forward to having students not 

only from South Sudan but also from other countries in Africa. Professor John Akec, the Vice 

Chancellor of University of Juba praised RUFORUM for its support to higher education in Africa, 

and for promoting Inclusivity and diversity in its approach that is helping build capacity across 

Africa. In addition to the PhD Programme RUFORUM has supported University of Juba to 

develop and launch five Master’s degree Programmes. 

 

 
Picture 2: Prof John Akec- Vice Chancellor of University of Juba introducing Prof Adipala Ekwamu - Executive Secretary of 

RUFORUM (seated) 
 

Note to Editors  

About RUFORUM:  
 

The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) is a consortium of 

150 African universities operating in 38 countries on the continent with a mission to ‘strengthen the 

capacities of Universities to foster innovations responsive to demands of smallholder farmers through 

the training of high quality researchers, the output of impact oriented research and the maintenance 

of collaborative working relations among researchers, farmers, national agricultural research 

institutions’. RUFORUM was established by Vice Chancellors in 2004 with a Secretariat hosted at 

Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda. In 2014 RUFORUM signed a MoU with the African Union 

Commission to support implementation of the Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa 

(STISA 2024) Priority One on reducing poverty and ensuring food and nutrition security. RUFORUM 

has supported the training of 2053 MSc, 627 PhD graduates and 229 BSc, of whom 98% work in their 

countries or region, the generation of over 300 agricultural technologies and mobilized over US$236.3 

million for strengthening postgraduate education in Africa. Please visit www.ruforum.org for more 

information.  
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