
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 5     The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) 
 

My GTA experience 

 

Linda Chinenyenwa Familusi - is a 34 years old 

Nigerian and holds a Master’s degree in Agricultural 

Economics obtained from Universidade Eduardo 

Mondlane, Mozambique. She also holds a BAgric. 

in Agricultural Economics and Extension 

(Agricultural Economics major) obtained from the 

Faculty of Agriculture, University of Port Harcourt, 

Nigeria. Linda is presently a Lecturer in the 

Department of Agricultural Economics and 

Extension at the University of Port Harcourt where 

she has gained almost ten years of work experience. She has been a doctoral student under the 

Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM), with support 

from Carnegie Cooperation of New York, at the Lilongwe University of Agriculture and 

Natural Resources (LUANAR) Malawi, under the supervision of Prof. A. Edriss, Dr. M.A.R. 

Phiri, Dr. J.A. Kazembe, and Dr. A.O. Onoja.  

Her doctoral thesis is titled “Impact of organic vegetable farming on economic wellbeing of 

small-scale farmers in Ekiti and Oyo states of Nigeria”. The study addressed the issue of poor 

economic well-being among smallholder vegetable farmers due to the continued use of 

inorganic fertilizers and agrochemicals for vegetable production. The study pointed out the 

need for farmers to adopt organic farming, which is an eco-friendly and sustainable agricultural 

technique that provides some form of ecosystem balance for improving farmers’ economic 

well-being in terms of their income, productivity, profitability, and poverty status.  As a result, 

the study assessed the impact of organic vegetable farming on the economic well-being of 

small-scale vegetable farmers in Ekiti and Oyo states of Nigeria.  
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A total of 384 vegetable farmers were sampled using a structured questionnaire. Linda 

employed the triple hurdle model, stochastic frontier production and cost function, FGT and 

MPI poverty analysis, multiple regression, propensity score matching, and endogenous 

treatment effect model for data analysis. In her research, the results showed that farmers’ 

awareness of organic vegetable farming is low due to the inefficient use of multimedia and 

social media to disseminate organic information. In addition, cooperatives and extension agents 

played a vital role in promoting farmers’ awareness and participation in organic farming by 

providing them with relevant information on organic farming methods, shared resources, and 

advisory services for optimal production. The results also showed that organic vegetable 

farming is more profitable and efficient than non-organic vegetable farming. Nevertheless, 

organic farmers are multidimensionally poorer than non-organic farmers, as their farming 

method has a negative to no significant impact on their economic well-being. As a result, 

farmers have not fully optimised the potential of organic farming as a means to alleviate 

poverty. Hence, the study recommends that the government formulate and implement policies 

Linda interviewing a vegetable farmer  



 
 
 
 

Page 3 of 5     The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) 
 

that enhance farmers’ economic wellbeing through improved accessibility and affordability to 

education, electricity, potable water, housing, assets, sanitation facilities, and cooking fuels, 

given that such expenses augment vegetable farmers’ multidimensional poverty. In addition, 

the government should create an organic information hub to drive farmers’ awareness, interest, 

and adoption of organic farming.  

 

How was the PhD Programme 

The Ph.D. study under the RUFORUM Graduate Teaching Assistantship (GTA) program has 

improved Linda’s ability to conduct research, manage data, and analyse data through the use 

of STATA and R studio. She also learned how to deliver lectures in a more diverse setting. 

During her studies, she taught two courses to master and undergraduate students at LUANAR: 

Agricultural market and price analysis (MSc) and Agricultural production economics (BSc). 

Linda also conducted some research and collaborated with other researchers in Africa. In 

addition, parts of her thesis have been accepted for publication while others are under review.  

Linda in the field collecting data 
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The papers include: A Triple Hurdle Model of Organic Vegetable Awareness, Adoption, and 

Production among Smallholder Farmers in South-West Nigeria; Determinants of 

Multidimensional Poverty Index for Smallholder Organic and Non-Organic Vegetable 

Farming Households in Southwest Nigeria; and Smallholder Vegetable Farming Efficiency 

Measure Under Organic and Non-Organic Farming Methods in South-West Nigeria. 

Furthermore, Linda presented a poster on “Economic Efficiency Comparison between Organic 

and Non-Organic Tomato Farmers in South-West, Nigeria” at the Seventh Africa Higher 

Education Week and RUFORUM Triennial Conference from 6th – 10th December 2021, at 

Cotonou, Benin. She is grateful for the opportunity offered to her and hopefully awaits the next 

big step in her career. 
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Challenges faced during the Ph.D. program 

It was a long journey, one she is glad she took. As a young African woman with children and 

a husband back in Nigeria, every day spent studying in Malawi was filled with guilt, tears, and 

fear. The guilt and the feeling of abandoning your family to obtain some degree, as gossiped 

about by many, and the fear of the unknown. Well, those negative feelings became a motivating 

factor for Linda, with the need to work hard successfully and get back home as quickly as 

possible. Sadly, the coronavirus pandemic happened and further posed a big challenge to her 

as she had to delay the fieldwork for months until the lockdowns were over, and people felt a 

bit more comfortable socializing once again. This and the security (End SARS protest) situation 

in Nigeria further delayed her research. However, she is thankful that it all worked out at last, 

and the funds provided by the Carnegie Cooperation of New York were just adequate.  

 


