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Media Monitoring: Extract of Press News on Higher Education in Africa 

1. University World News 

Science is the basis for moving ahead on global challenges (Global) 

The International Science Council (ISC) is the world’s primary non-governmental organisation for the 

sciences, bringing together the natural and social science organisations, including both national 

academies and disciplinary bodies, with a singular focus. The council’s role is to be the voice at the 

interface of the multilateral system and to promote its global voice for science, recognising science as a 

global public good. The ISC was formed by a merger of the predecessor natural and social science umbrella 

organisations some four years ago. Its predecessor organisations had played valuable roles in the last Cold 

War in supporting track two diplomacy. That included some notable achievements: its activities led 

eventually to the Antarctic Treaty, still the epitome of science diplomacy in international agreements, and 

it was a co-sponsor of the Villach Conference in 1985 in which scientists insisted that a multilateral 

intergovernmental response to global warming was needed, and which directly led some three years later 

to the establishment of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. The ISC supports many global 

activities, ranging from the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research to the World Climate Research 

Programme. Right from the start of the Ukraine conflict, the ISC faced a challenge: beyond condemning 

the invasion and the atrocities that followed, should we exclude Russian and Belarusian scientists from 

the community of science? Our initial response was clear – we were appalled by the events, but our 

obligation was to protect the global voice of science. Read more here 

2. The Pie News 

Adult education “not reaching those who need it most”, says UNESCO (Global) 

Adult education is failing to reach those who need it most despite participation increasing across over half 

of UNESCO’s member states since 2018, according to a new report. The fifth edition of the Global Report 

on Adult Learning and Education outlines a “clear and comprehensive” picture of the state of adult 

learning and education across the globe, using five key pillars – policy, governance, financing, 

participation, and quality. “For the first time, we also introduced another layer – the three fields of 

learning,” Werner Mauch, the team leader for the Seventh International Conference on Adult Education, 

told The PIE News. “These fields of learning literacy and basic skills, vocational skills and professional 

development, and citizenship skills made it so we could introduce a set of questions that really captured 

a complete picture,” he explained. The report was unveiled at the Seventh International Conference on 

Adult Education held on June 15 in Marrakech, Morocco, and Mauch said that this edition of the report – 

which is published every three years – showed how progress varies strikingly across different geographies. 

For instance, many in Africa, Mauch explained, have a major concern about literacy, but in North America 

and Europe there is a much bigger focus on vocational skills and professional development. “It was 

encouraging news, especially from Africa, finding that participation is rising in a big majority of countries 

– while participation is not as much of an issue for instance in Scandinavia, it is still surprising that the 

improvement from Africa was so significant,” he commented.  Read more here 

 

 

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20220621111618302
https://thepienews.com/news/ale-not-reaching-need-says-unesco/


                                                        
 

Page 2 of 6                   The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) 
 

Issue 105 

 

 

 

3. African Business 

TECNO Expands Partnership with UNHCR to Support Higher Education in Africa for Refugees (Africa) 

Premium smartphone brand TECNO (www.TECNO-Mobile.com) announced today the renewal of its 

partnership with UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, to support its Refugee Scholarships Programme DAFI 

(Albert Einstein German Academic Refugee Initiative). The partnership aims to provide higher education 

and possible job opportunities to refugee scholars in Africa, unlocking their full potential to thrive as 

adults, and ultimately contributing to equal access to education for all. As of now, more than 1 per cent 

of the world’s population is forcibly displaced. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, conflict continued to drive 

new displacement in 2022, pushing the number of those forced to flee cross the staggering milestone of 

100 million for the first time on record. In times of displacement, higher education is crucial. Education 

empowers by giving refugees the knowledge and skills to live productive, fulfilling and independent lives. 

It improves mental wellbeing and offers a stable and safe environment for those who need it most. It also 

helps young people to carry on building futures for themselves, their families and their communities. 

However, at tertiary level, refugee enrolment stands at only 5 per cent, compared with 68 per cent at 

primary level and 34 per cent at secondary level. Too many refugees are denied the opportunity to explore 

their potential through higher education, where they can advance their own skills, knowledge and 

professional careers as well as innovation and research that can improve lives. Read more here 

4. Times Higher Education 

I’ve finally realised impact is my duty – and public involvement is the key (Global) 

As an experiment, I just asked my other half what he thinks the Research Excellence Framework (REF) is. 

Bear in mind that my other half is not an academic and only half-listens to half the things I say. Still, he 

had some idea how to respond. As expected, he correctly suggested that the REF identifies which UK 

universities are producing the best research. What he didn’t mention, though, was the relatively new 

aspect of the REF that has already driven a fundamental culture change in how researchers work. So only 

half a brownie point for him. I’m talking about impact, of course. There was an increased emphasis on 

impact for REF 2021, and its definition was formally broadened to include public engagement. 

Demonstrating how public investment in research is benefiting the very same public who are doing the 

investing is a good thing. After all, most researchers do what they do precisely because they want to make 

the world a better place. With that said, I now feel a bit daft admitting that for the first decade of my 

career in neuroscience, it had not occurred to me that it was my responsibility to make sure that my 

research translated into actual real-world benefits. Even more embarrassingly, it took longer still for me 

to recognise that this real-world benefit that I cared so much about but spent no time trying to 

meaningfully capture was much easier to generate simply by involving the people I was studying in my 

research into Parkinson’s disease. We now call this “Public Involvement and Engagement”, or PIE, which 

essentially means asking the people you’re studying for their input and, ideally, formally collaborating 

with them to make sure that their input is embedded in the project. This seems blindingly obvious now, 

but when I got my PhD in Ye Olden Times (2005), it had not crossed my mind that my participants 

understood their condition far better than I did. Read more here 

 

 

https://african.business/2022/06/apo-newsfeed/tecno-expands-partnership-with-unhcr-to-support-higher-education-in-africa-for-refugees/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/opinion/ive-finally-realised-impact-my-duty-and-public-involvement-key
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5. International Water Management Institute 

How water-smart agricultural solutions can help us stall desertification and thrive in the face of future 

droughts (Global) 

A recent study published in the scientific journal Nature reveals that for the sixth time, a new planetary 

boundary has been crossed: As a result of human activities, changes to the Earth’s freshwater cycle are 

now exceeding what scientists consider ‘safe limits.’ Around the world, human activity not only drives 

land degradation but also accelerates the transformation of drylands — which are home to 3 billion people 

— into desert. Combined with the intensification of droughts, unsustainable water-intensive agricultural 

practices, and a variety of other factors, biodiversity, food systems, and environmental health are being 

threatened as never before. Nevertheless, the agricultural sector has untapped potential to delay the 

onset of desertification, and even reverse the process in some instances. To that end, the International 

Water Management Institute (IWMI), CGIAR, and its many Research Centers are working to scale up the 

deployment of water-smart agricultural solutions to slow the march of land degradation and 

desertification, and enhance the resilience of vulnerable populations to droughts. For decades, 

disturbances to the planet’s water cycle have had dramatic consequences, including the acceleration of 

desertification. While desertification occurs in many regions of the world, its impacts on food security and 

biodiversity health are felt most acutely in Africa and Asia, with almost half of the African continent and 

38 out of 48 Asian countries today threatened by desertification. In total, 500 million people live within 

areas that have been desertified since the 1980s. Read more here 

6. Inside Higher Eds 

The Future of Higher Ed Immersed in Web 3.0 (Global) 

Not everyone agrees about what Web 3.0 will be, let alone how it will impact higher education, but the 

time to begin preparing is now. It’s not at all surprising that a definitive vision for the future internet has 

not yet been shared, because there is no agreement on what the next iteration of the internet will look 

like. It does not yet exist, even in a single sandbox model. There is general agreement about some of the 

basics—decentralized with a blockchain backbone, immersive and hosting one or more metaverses. Even 

the name is uncertain—is it Web3 or Web 3.0 (there are nuanced differences between the two visions)? 

Yet it is hugely important for the future of higher education to prepare for, and lead, in creating the new 

platform. Many will agree that by 2024 or 2025 the construction of experimental models of the “new” 

internet will be well underway. It is likely to be in a robust, stable state by the end of the decade. By that 

time, most websites will have faded into history. The log-ins and authentications for most every site will 

be long gone. Websites, as we know them now, will also be gone. Artificial intelligence (AI), virtual reality 

(VR), augmented reality (AR), mixed reality (XR), nonfungible tokens (NFTs) and decentralized 

autonomous organizations (DAOs) will run on a blockchain backbone that will enable privacy, security, 

smart contracts and a host of relationships that are not possible today. Users will be immersed in the 

internet through their avatars that will interact with avatars of other people and AI personae in a wide 

variety of ways. Mason Nystrom, research analyst at Messari, shares a glimpse of the next generation of 

the internet: It will involve all of the existing protocols and services we see on today’s internet, but they’ll 

be built on permissionless blockchains with open protocols and open standards. This will allow for a much 

greater level of freedom, decentralization, and democracy for individual users, content creators, and 

projects. Read more here 

https://www.iwmi.cgiar.org/2022/06/how-water-smart-agricultural-solutions-can-help-us-stall-desertification-and-thrive-in-the-face-of-future-droughts/
https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/blogs/online-trending-now/future-higher-ed-immersed-web-30
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7. Africa News 

Algeria invests in its youth to boost human development and economic growth (Algeria) 

Before its independence, 60 years ago, Algeria only counted a few hundred students at the Central 

University of Algiers. The institution was the only one in the country and it was French. Today, in its dozens 

of universities and research centers, Algeria counts over a million and a half students and many new 

challenges ahead. One of the priorities of the authorities after the country's independence was to 

eradicate the then massive illiteracy, estimated at 85% of the population in 1962. To do so it spread free 

and compulsory education in order to raise the literacy rate to over 81%. Among 15-25 year olds, it is now 

close to 100%. Another priority has been to enable Algerians to take charge of the country's economic 

development. In 1974, the architect Oscar Niemeyer designed the Houari Boumediène University of 

Science and Technology in Algiers. More than one hundred thousand of its graduates now work in Algeria 

and around the world, to the pride of the rector. "At the time, when the university opened, there were 

2,000 students, says Djamal-Eddine Akretche, addid "For a long time, it had the role of training future 

managers. Now there are 50,000 students". The rector of the Houari-Boumediene university of Science 

and technology (USTHB) also admits, back then there were very few women studying there. "Today, nearly 

60% of the student body is female (....) but I remember that in the 1970s and 1980s, in technological and 

basic sciences, it did not exceed 10%". "We talk a lot about entrepreneurship, start-ups, incubators... Our 

university has integrated these ideas, we started with a lot of interaction with the socio-economic sector 

and we are also challenging our students’ mindsets by telling them 'you must be creators of wealth and 

not job seekers'", says Akretche. Read more here 

8. The East African 

African institutions launch student credit transfer system  

University students in Africa can now transfer credits through the African Credit Transfer system (ACT) 

that was created to bring African institutions of higher learning closer and promote free movement of 

students across the continent. Currently, higher education systems on the continent are too diverse to 

support student transfer from one region to another or from one institution to another, resulting in lack 

of recognition of university degrees. This has constrained academic integration and mobility of students 

across the region. “This is due to lack of a reliable tool for measuring student achievements in a 

transparent way as well as the absence of defined systems which allow adequate recognition of degree 

and other credentials among institutions and between countries,” says the ACT framework developed by 

the African Union. “A common credit transfer system that can be recognised and transferred at national, 

regional and continental levels is paramount in advancing the harmonisation of higher education systems 

in Africa,” the framework says. The African Union sees ACT as one way of pushing integration. Read more 

here 

9. Time Higher Education 

US mulls huge shift in research funding from excellence to equity (Global) 

The US Congress is taking a serious look at substantial new subsidies for research universities in less-

productive states, pushing a political and populist appeal in the face of persistent warnings that it has 

generally proven a wasted investment. The idea has long existed in the form of a niche programme known 

as Epscor, which takes a percentage or two of the annual federal scientific investment and reserves it for 

universities in states that fare poorly in the standard merit-based systems for distributing research dollars. 

https://www.africanews.com/2022/06/20/algeria-invests-in-its-youth-to-boost-human-development-and-economic-growth/
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/news/east-africa/african-institutions-launch-student-credit-transfer-system-3856434
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In a dramatic escalation, however, the Senate has approved a version of a science spending bill that would 

raise the Epscor set-aside to 20 per cent at two leading agencies – the National Science Foundation (NSF) 

and the Department of Energy. That’s provoked an alarmed pushback by lawmakers from states with 

strong research universities – typically Democrats from regions along or near the east and west coasts – 

who warn that such a huge diversion from competitive science will significantly hurt the overall US 

research enterprise. “Arbitrarily walling off a sizeable percentage of a science agency’s budget from a 

sizeable majority of the country’s research institutions would fundamentally reduce the entire nation’s 

scientific capacity,” more than 90 members of the House and Senate wrote to their legislative leaders. 

That followed a letter by some 65 lawmakers from states that are eligible for Epscor, who have argued 

that more than four decades of the programme at lower charitable levels have left “severe regional 

inequities in federal research investment”. Read more here 

10. University World news 

A lack of diversity in publishing is hindering innovation (Global) 

One of the challenges in academic publishing that has been continuously exposed in recent years is the 

lack of representation of people from diverse backgrounds and perspectives in the published literature. 

The voices represented in published scientific literature have significant implications for the types and 

forms of knowledge that are produced and can eventually inform policy, practice and further research. 

Therefore, it is important to consider the processes involved in determining what and how academic 

knowledge is produced and published. This is a role that is partially filled by the editorial board members 

of scientific journals, who manage and coordinate manuscript submissions. Previous studies have 

highlighted glaring disparities in geographic and gender representation on the editorial boards of leading 

health journals. Women and individuals from low- and middle-income countries are consistently under-

represented in these editorial board roles. Of 42 medical or surgical journal editorial boards only 15% of 

editorial board members were women, while 40% of 27 global health journal editorial boards were 

women. Additionally, previous research found that over two-thirds of editorial board members in 10 

environmental biology journals and in 27 global health journals were based in high-income countries. The 

current lack of diversity in these leadership roles hinders innovation by perpetuating limitations in the 

advancement of knowledge and generation of breakthrough public health and environmental solutions, 

contributing to bias in how knowledge is shaped and interpreted and limiting the further professional 

advancement of underrepresented groups. Read more here 

11. Inside Higher Eds 

Improving Community College Transfer Pathways Could Help With Teacher Shortages (Global) 

The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated concerns over teacher labor shortages. In extreme instances, 

states have even called in the National Guard to staff classrooms or fill other roles in schools. While 

teacher shortages are a nationwide issue, they are of particular concern in Michigan, where enrollment 

in teacher preparation programs has dropped by 70 percent over the past eight years. In a recent survey 

conducted by the Michigan Education Association of 2,600 educators across the state, more than 90 

percent expressed concern over teacher and staff shortages, and more than 40 percent anticipated 

leaving their school within the next two to three years. Low salaries, stressful working conditions and an 

overemphasis on standardized testing have long contributed to teacher burnout, but the pandemic seems 

to have heightened teachers’ stress and discontent with the profession. In response to teacher labor 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/us-mulls-huge-shift-research-funding-excellence-equity
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20220621130602621
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shortages, Michigan’s Department of Education recently issued a series of policy recommendations for 

the state Legislature. These recommendations include relaxed regulations on out-of-state teachers who 

apply for in-state teacher certification, student loan repayment for college graduates committed to the 

teaching profession and efforts to improve the teacher preparation pipeline, each of which are laudable 

in their own right. But the proposals overlook one important source of future teachers: community 

colleges. Improvements to community college transfer policies offer additional potential to alleviate 

teacher shortages. Colleges and universities play a central role in providing training and credentials to 

future educators. Read more here 

12. World Bank 

Investing in Quality Early Childhood Education is Key to Tackling Learning Poverty and Building Human 

Capital  

COVID-19 has hit the youngest children’s learning the hardest, especially in low-income countries, 

accentuating the need for actionable and evidence-based strategies to deliver quality early childhood 

education (ECE) at scale. Released today, the World Bank’s new volume Quality Early Learning: Nurturing 

Children’s Potential reviews the science of early learning and offers practical advice on key elements and 

principles to deliver quality ECE. The volume brings together a group of leading, multi-disciplinary experts 

in the field of early learning to distill the evidence on cost-effective practices to support children’s early 

learning in low- and middle-income countries. The report emphasizes that young children have enormous 

capacity to learn during their early years – a capacity that must be nurtured and harnessed in a deliberate 

manner. High quality ECE can help children develop the cognitive and socioemotional skills, executive 

function, and motivation that will help them succeed both in school and beyond. Investments in ECE 

establish the foundation to build the human capital needed for individual well-being and more equitable 

and prosperous societies. “Many countries have a unique window of opportunity now to put in place the 

policies and system to deliver quality and equitable ECE progressively as access to ECE grows,” 

underscored Jaime Saavedra, World Bank Global Director for Education. “Getting this right early – both in 

the early years of children’s lives and in the early stages of setting up an ECE system – is easier and more 

efficient than remedying gaps in foundational learning and fixing systems of delivery later.” Read more 

here 
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https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/beyond-transfer/improving-community-college-transfer-pathways-could-help-teacher-shortages
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/05/17/investing-in-quality-early-childhood-education-is-key-to-tackling-learning-poverty-and-building-human-capital
mailto:communications@ruforum.org
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