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ALMATY DECLARATION  

IOFS HIGH-LEVEL FORUM ON FOOD SECURITY 

Almaty, 08-09 June 2022 

 

We, government officials of Member States of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), 

representatives of OIC institutions, academia, international organizations and private sector, have 

gathered on 08-09 June 2022 at the kind invitation of the His Excellency Mr. Yerlan Baidaulet, 

the Director-General of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) in Almaty, Kazakhstan, 

for the First High-Level Forum on Food Security.  

 

Aware of the enormity of the numerous and varied challenges facing the Islamic Ummah, and 

reaffirming our commitment to the objectives of our organization, the IOFS, and our support for 

its initiatives in the areas of food security and agricultural development; 

 

Conscious that food insecurity remains the top major challenge faced by the global population 

suffering from acute hunger and malnutrition largely due to global recession, Covid-19 pandemic, 

climate change effects, and political instability, particularly the current situation in Ukraine, which 

has contributed to the sharp decrease of food supplies that disrupt the food supply chains, increase 

the costs of food for vulnerable households, and overall, intensify the vulnerabilities and 

inadequacies of national, regional and global food systems; 

 

Convinced that food insecurity is closely linked with the high levels of illiteracy that both are 

common in many countries, challenging their progress, especially in rural areas and local women 

and youth; 

 

Recognize that currently universities provide education on many agricultural aspects, including 

smart agricultural, preservation of natural resources, land rehabilitation, agricultural management, 

food safety and food innovation, and through extension, universities bring vital, practical 

information to smallholder farmers, agricultural producers, small business owners and local 

livelihoods;  

 

Acknowledge that a sustainable agricultural sector has a critical role in Member States’ socio-

economic development, and highlight, in this regard, the role of science, technology and 

innovation to boost the smart agriculture; 

 

Bearing in mind that numerous and diverse conflicts around the world are among the main causes 

for destruction of important food security and agricultural development infrastructures, including 

the eminent loss of ICARDA’s genetic collection stored in Aleppo, Syria, and destruction of the 

National Gene Bank of Plants in Ukraine; 

 

Recognize the interlinkage of food safety and nutrition to achieve optimal human health and 

wellbeing, despite these linkages, the connections between food safety and nutrition have been 

largely lacking from existing frameworks for food systems, which tend to treat food safety 

superficially, as only one sub-component, not integrated throughout policy and development plans; 

 

Concerned about the current trend of loss of biodiversity and genetic resources due to 

environmental degradation, increasing water scarcity and energy and continued population 

growth; 

 

Given the specificity of the Forum, reaffirm the high role of women and youth in agricultural 

production and food security, as employment and engagement of women and young people in the 
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agri-food systems is crucial for the future of global food security and nutrition, across all its 

dimensions; 

 

Taking into account different statements and presentations made at the present Forum; 

 

We  

 

1. Appreciate the important role the IOFS is playing in its quest to safeguard sustainable food 

security in the OIC Member States through socio-economic development and systemic 

promotion of targeted programs related to agriculture, science and technology, humanitarian 

aid, trade, and food export to the Member States. 

 

2. Applaud the IOFS for having initiated and led the convening of this milestone event by putting 

the topic of Food Security Education as one of main priorities upon the IOFS Strategic Vision 

2031 adopted by the 4th IOFS General Assembly, held on 08-09 September 2021 in Nur-Sultan, 

Republic of Kazakhstan, while launching the Program “OIC Food System Talent 

Development” and paying the significant attention to the development of human capital for 

sustainable food security. 

 

3. Recommend Member States to support the IOFS in its prioritization of the vision on 

transforming lives through education as a driving force to build the new generation of food 

security leaders and ensure the talent development for better food systems, within the 

framework of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals # 2 and # 4 and their 

corresponding targets. 

 

4. Urge the IOFS to work with different Universities within the OIC Geography to strengthen 

their cooperation in developing research networks in the field of food security and agricultural 

development, and call relevant OIC Institutions to support the IOFS in this regard. 

 

5. Propose inclusion of food security education programs in the curriculums at agrarian 

educational establishments in different OIC Member States, while developing the well-being 

of small-scale farmers and the economic growth of their respective countries via their extension 

capacity, which may be beneficial and contribute directly to improve the food and nutrition 

security indicators, and encourage, in this context, governments to emphasize the role of 

universities and support their extension activities. 

 

6. Call for increased use of genetic diversity for safeguarding global food security, underpinning 

healthy and nutritious diets, improving rural livelihoods, and enhancing the resilience of people 

and communities. 

 

 

7. Agree that it is high time the international community addresses the issue of damage of genetic 

resources storages in areas of armed conflicts, and therefore, request the IOFS to take 

necessary and appropriate action within the framework of OIC decision making processes 

towards expressing concerns to the United Nations (UN), other international organizations and 

international community at large to secure their strong condemnation for the use of violence 

that destroys and damages genetic resources storages in conflict zones, while ensuring their 

unwavering commitment to accordingly protect such infrastructures by adding their 

attack/destruction to the list of war crimes, as defined by the international humanitarian law. 
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8. Invite Member States and relevant Institutions to strengthen the actions at national and local 

levels for the acquisition, conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources and 

improvement of animal genetic resources to enhance food production and agricultural 

development, and emphasize the need to consolidate efforts accordingly undertaken and the 

importance of establishing the storage facility of agricultural genetic resources within the OIC 

geography under the IOFS platform with the kind support of Member States and relevant OIC 

Institutions to be located in Almaty, Kazakhstan. 

 

9. Recommend the review of implemented national and regional programmes on food safety and 

nutrition to achieve optimal human and public health, safety and wellbeing through the food 

system, and appreciate the new «From Gene to Fork» modality initiated and being promoted 

by IOFS to ensure the safe and healthy food ecosystem in the OIC Geography. 

 

10. Propose to underpin the significance in the planning and implementation of agri-food policies, 

strategies, and national plans with particular programmes and projects, including given special 

focus to gender and youth mainstreaming, and promote agri-preneurship among youth and 

women. 

 

11. Urge the IOFS to present a proposal to the 9th Ministerial conference of Food Security and 

Agricultural Development, to be held in 2023, to further expand the basket of commodities to 

other commodities, including maize, sea food and aquaculture, as well vegetable oils of all 

kinds, considering that the variety of commodities ensuring food security in different parts of 

the OIC geography. 

 

12. Express our gratitude to the IOFS Secretariat and Kazakh National Agrarian Research 

University for having hosted this important event, as well as OIC Institutions, government 

agencies, universities and private sector entities of OIC Member States, international 

organizations, the distinguished speakers, experts and moderators, as well as all the 

stakeholders for their valuable contributions for the successful holding of this Forum.  

 

13. Extend a cable of congratulation to His Excellency Mr. Yerlan Baidaulet, IOFS Director 

General, for his wise stewardship towards the successful holding of the Forum, and request 

him to present this Declaration for attention of all member states, the OIC Institutions, 

international partners and other stakeholders at regional and international levels. 

 

 

Adopted in Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan, 09 June 2022 

 


