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The Food and Agricultural Organization Representative in Zambia, Her Excellency, 
Madame Suze Percy Filippini 

Representatives of Family Farming Unit of Food and Agricultural Organization at 
Rome 

The Dean of the School of Agricultural Sciences or His representative 

Directors and Heads of Units in the Government of the Republic of Zambia or their 
representatives 

Representatives of the Private Sector, the farmers & farmer ogarnizations, and other 
institutions 

All Distinguished Participants 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

All protocols observed. 

 
1. I bring you greetings from the Executive Secretary, Professor Adipala Ekwamu, 

and the team at the Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in 
Agriculture (RUFORUM) Secretariat in Kampala, Uganda. It is indeed a great 
pleasure to be co-hosting this event here in Zambia. Allow me to briefly 
introduce RUFORUM.  

2. RUFORUM is a network of 148 universities in 38 African countries. It was 
established in 2004 by Vice Chancellors of 10 universities from Kenya, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Uganda and Zimbabwe.  

3. It is legitimized through the RUFORUM Charter signed by Member States in 
Africa. Today, Zambia is at an advanced stage in the signing process.  

4. There are four member universities in Zambia: 1. The University of Zambia, 2. 
The Copperbelt University, 3. Mulungushi University 4. Kapasa Makasa 



 

The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) 

Page 2 of 3 

University which was only admitted during the RUFORUM Annual General 
Meeting of 2021 in Benin.  

5. In Zambia, RUFORUM’s footprints include: 1. Human capital development at 
Master’s and doctoral levels 2. Research grants 3. University of Zambia led SADC 
Regional Centre for Plant Breeding and Seed Systems 4. Zambia Higher 
Education Day with RUFORUM participation 5. Support to the Zambia National 
UN Food Systems Summit, among others.  

6. RUFORUM was founded to mobilise African universities to deliberately 
contribute to the well-being of small-scale farmers, other members of rural 
communities, and economic development of countries throughout Africa. 
Therefore, its mission is to strengthen the capacities of universities to foster 
innovations responsive to demands of small-holder farmers through the training 
of high quality researchers, the output of impact-oriented research and the 
maintenance of collaborative working relations among researchers, farmers, 
national agricultural research institutions and governments.  

7. RUFORUM has several core activities, among which are also the improvement 
of the adaptive capacities of universities to produce high quality and innovative 
training, research and outreach activities that can contribute to policy and 
development practice and create a dynamic regional platform for policy 
advocacy, coordination, and resource mobilization for improved training, 
research and outreach by universities in Africa. 

8. RUFORUM derives its medium to long term agenda from challenges in the 
continent observed by its members, African continent wide policy frameworks 
including the African Union’s Agenda 2063, Comprehensive African Agricultural 
Development Programme (CAADP), the Continental Education Strategy for 
Africa 2016-2025 (CESA 16-25), Policy Framework on Revitalizing Higher 
Education in Africa, the Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa 
(STISA 2024), Science Agenda for African Agriculture (S3A) and the Regional 
Economic Communities’ higher education, agriculture and science, technology 
and innovation strategies and frameworks. RUFORUM is also an implementing 
partner for Africa Union’s priority Area One of STISA 2024 – Eradicating Hunger 
and Achieving Food and Nutrition Security, and the Action Plan for the African 
Union Committee of Ten Heads of State and Government Championing 
Education, Science, Technology and Innovation (AU-C10). 
 
Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen.  

9. RUFORUM has many funding, policy and technical partners that support the 
realization of its Vision 2030: vibrant, transformative universities catalyzing 
sustainable, inclusive agricultural development to feed and create prosperity 
for Africa. RUFORUM values all its partners.  

10. Among its treasured and long standing technical partners is the Food and 
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO), with which RUFORUM 
has had a running Memorandum of Understanding since October 2017. The 
MoU is to collaboratively develop the next generation of human resources and 
technologies in agriculture and food systems.  
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11. The cooperation was developed to strengthen the capacity of RUFORUM 
member universities to contribute to food and nutrition security, increasing 
sustainability, inclusiveness and resilience of agricultural and food systems, 
adapting to climate change for member states and achievement of Sustainable 
Development Goals, FAO’s country programme frameworks, regional 
initiatives, strategic programmes through better access to and exchange of 
knowledge and expertise in the technical, scientific and academic fields.  

12.  It has been within the framework of that MoU that RUFORUM and FAO have 
been engaging in several activities focusing on family farmers in line with the 
United Nations Decade for Family Farming; namely  

a.  A study on family farming innovation and challenges for East and 
Southern Africa;  

b.  A study on effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic and its impact on family 
farmers and the agricultural sector in Uganda;  

c.  Documentation of human stories on family farmers using digital 
technologies in agriculture value chains;  

d. Skills enhancement trainings in entrepreneurship and agribusiness, use 
of ICTs and the concept of innovation platforms for family farmers; 

e.  A five-day national training workshop for state and non-state actors to 
design, develop, implement and review public policies for family farming 
using the Modular Training Program on Public Policy Cycles for Family 
Farming (MTP) in Uganda.   

13. This week’s event is therefore a follow-up and expansion of the engagements 

for family farming that begun a few years ago, even before the COVID-19 

Pandemic. 

14. As I conclude my remarks, allow me to therefore thank FAO for their technical 

and financial support, and the mutually beneficial partnership with RUFORUM, 

and indeed for funding the event this week. As RUFORUM, we appreciate that 

the United Nations has specifically dedicated a whole decade to small-holder 

farmers. But we also know that our efforts, FAO’s efforts, and your own 

institutional efforts have been long before the decade begun and will extend far 

into the future.  

15. Let me also thank the University of Zambia for partnering in the organization of 

this event, for the logistical arrangements and the facilitation of training. 

Specifically, thank you to Dr Chewe Nkonde and the Team from the School of 

Agricultural Sciences for their superb efforts.  

16. To all the distinguished participants, I thank you for honouring our invitation. I 

know that your presence in this meeting is an indication of the importance that 

your organizations have put on supporting agricultural policies for transformed, 

sustainable, resilient and inclusive food systems for Zambia, and for Malawi and 

Tanzania, who are also participating in this meeting. 

I thank you  


