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In an effort to bolster cooperation between European and African countries as they face joint 

challenges in agriculture, food and the environment in a context of climate change, two 

French science bodies, in cooperation with 20 African universities and institutes along with 

three sub-regional organisations, have launched a research initiative to improve food 

security, fight global warming and tackle youth employment, among others. 

 

Professor Adipala Ekwamu, the executive secretary of the Regional Universities Forum for 

Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM), based in Uganda, told University World 

News: “This initiative is important because it is recognition that Africa has a place in the 

generation of knowledge for Africa and the rest of the world; an opportunity for Africa to play 

an active role in the global knowledge economy; and an opportunity for integrating and 

reducing the knowledge and skills gaps between Europe and Africa.” 

 

The initiative, Transforming Food and Agricultural Systems through Research in Partnership 

with Africa, or TSARA, was launched at the 2022 Paris International Agricultural Show, 

which concluded early in March. 

 

The 20 African institutions (indicated in brackets) involved in setting up TSARA are located 

in 14 African countries, namely, South Africa (3), Benin (1), Burkina Faso (1), Cameroon (2), 

Côte d’Ivoire (1), Egypt (1), Kenya (1), Madagascar (1), Mali (1), Morocco (1), Mozambique (1), 

Senegal (2), Tunisia (3) and Zimbabwe (1). 

 

The two French research institutes involved are the French Agricultural Research Centre for 

International Development and France’s National Research Institute for Agriculture, Food 

and Environment. 

 

The three subregional organisations involved in developing TSARA are the Permanent 

Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel, or CILSS, the International Centre for 

Research-Development of Animal Husbandry in Sub-humid Zones, or CIRDES, and CORAF 

– an international non-profit association of national agricultural research systems in 22 

countries in West and Central Africa. 

https://www.universityworldnews.com/fullsearch.php?mode=search&writer=Wagdy+Sawahel
https://www.cirad.fr/en/press-area/press-releases/2022/tsara-research-plan-for-food-and-agricultural-systems-africa-france


 

The governance of the TSARA initiative will include a general assembly with two co-chairs, 

an external advisory board and a Franco-African secretariat. 

What are the research aims? 

 

The TSARA initiative aims are to jointly develop high-quality partnership research oriented 

towards the priorities of the European Union (EU) and the African Union (AU) in terms of 

research collaboration, innovation and training in the areas of agriculture, food and the 

environment in a context of climate change. 

 

To achieve that, the TSARA research programme will be operational from 2022, focusing 

on creating a portfolio of research, training and innovation support projects that adhere to a 

medium- to long-term scientific agenda based on eight priority areas including soil, water and 

forests under climate change; the agro-ecological transition of agriculture and livestock 

farming; food system sustainability; human, animal and landscape health; and work and 

employment. 

 

The TSARA will also strengthen existing cooperation mechanisms, such as international 

laboratories, observatories, networks and partnership platforms. 

 

Suggested measures 

 

Asked what else the new initiative must focus on to promote its mission, Ekwamu said several 

points must be kept in mind. 

 

“A recognition that Africa is a diverse continent that is nearly three times the size of Europe 

and, as such, no one size fits all solution will apply. Accordingly, the initiative needs to embed 

a strong component of learning and adaptability to context,” said Ekwamu. 

 

“Human capital development will remain very critical across the continent in order to ensure 

long-term sustainability,” Ekwamu added. 

 

“Infrastructure requires to be improved, even amid well-trained professionals, the quality of 

laboratories, for example, is very low and this affects the quality of science,” he pointed out. 

 

“Developing science leaders is critical for shaping the pathways for sustainability, but also 

managing change for generations to come. 

 

“Respect for African researchers is important. No amount of money should be used to take 

away the dignity of African researchers. Mutual respect in the collaborative and knowledge 

co-production space will be critical for sustainability,” Ekwamu emphasised. 

https://www.cirad.fr/en/content/download/5508/file/TSARA.pdf


 

How will universities in Africa benefit? 

 

“African universities can benefit from this initiative through the increase in the pool of active 

researchers on the continent in the domain of climate change,” said Ekwamu. “For young and 

emerging universities as well as countries emerging from conflict, the new initiative will be 

an opportunity for catalysing human capital development. It will also increase Africa-Africa 

and Africa-France-Europe partnerships … it is an opportunity to break the traditional colonial 

Francophone-Anglophone divide,” he concluded. 

 

TSARA is also expected to advance international initiatives, including the EU-AU Research 

and Innovation Partnership, EU-AU Plant Protein Initiative, Great Green Wall Accelerator, 

PREZODE (Prevention of Zoonotic Disease Emergence) and the ‘4 per 1000’ initiative (Soils 

for Food Security and Climate). 

 

The institutions involved are the University of Pretoria, the University of the Western Cape 

and Agricultural Research Council in South Africa; the University of Abomey-Calavi in Benin; 

the Institute of Environment and Agricultural Research of Burkina Faso; the University of 

Yaoundé and Institute of Agricultural Research for Development in Cameroon; the National 

Polytechnic Institute Félix Houphouët Boigny in Côte d’Ivoire; the Agricultural Research 

Center in Egypt; the International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology in Kenya; the 

University of Antananarivo and the National Center for Applied Research on Rural 

Development in Madagascar; the Institute of Rural Economy in Mali; the National School of 

Agriculture of Meknes in Morocco; the University of Eduardo Mondlane in Mozambique; the 

Senegalese Agricultural Research Institute and Cheikh Anta Diop University in Senegal; the 

University of Carthage; the University of Tunis-La Manouba and the Agricultural Research 

and Higher Education Institution in Tunisia; as well as the University of Zimbabwe. 


