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Media Monitoring: Extract of Press News on Higher Education in Africa 

1. Daily Monitor 

Researchers in Africa unite to tackle challenges (Africa) 

Africa’s researchers from the humanities and natural sciences have resolved to combine efforts and 

implement solutions unearthed from their findings to tackle major challenges that plague the continent. 

Dr John Mushomi from the Department of Population Studies at the Makerere University yesterday said 

the resolution was meant to, among others, harness the solutions so that they are put to use as opposed 

to being left to waste away in libraries after publications. The move is also meant to enable the economies 

resuscitate from the effects occasioned by the Covid-19 pandemic using home-bread remedies. 

“Researchers have a responsibility to collaborate with non-researchers to come up with and co-create 

solutions to problems of our society today. Therefore, we don’t have solutions probably because we have 

not previously communicated as one voice. We are not working together,” Dr Mushomi said. During the 

hybrid one-day workshop hosted by Makerere University in conjunction with the South Africa’s University 

of Pretoria, more than 60 researchers from at least nine Africa countries participated. They discussed ways 

through which they will engage policy makers, experts and leaders in various states on how to capitalise 

on knowledge gathered through research findings. The researchers under their umbrella body ‘Future 

Africa’s Early Career Research Leader Fellowship (ECRLF) were gathering under the theme “History Meets 

Demography: Multi-Disciplinary Inquiry on Poverty, Resource Accessibility, and Mobility in Uganda and 

Beyond”.  Among them were researchers from major universities in Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa, Ghana, 

Ethiopia and Uganda. The researchers discussed poverty eradication in order to reduce the high brain 

drain and income inequalities occasioned by poor resource utilization.  They also discussed armed conflicts 

that have wreaked havoc among several African states. The conflicts, the researchers say, are fuelled by 

power struggles and as result scare away potential investors and frustrate development efforts. 

Read more here 

2. New Zimbabwe 

Harare Polytechnic Turns Away Unvaccinated Students (Zimbabwe) 

HUNDREDS of students at Harare Polytechnic College were left stranded after authorities at the institution 

barred them from entering its premises for failing to produce Covid-19 vaccination cards. Students who 

spoke to NewZimbabwe.com Tuesday strongly castigated the college’s principal Tafadzwa Mudondo for 

the decision. They said the decision was illogical as most of them were preparing for their end of year 

examinations which the institution refused to move to next year. Hundreds of students were lined up on 

its precast wall near the main entrance gate. There is currently no law barring unvaccinated students from 

entering their academic institutions’ premises has been enacted. Universities such as Great Zimbabwe 

University (GZU), Midlands State University (MSU) at all its campuses and the University of Zimbabwe (UZ) 

have no such requirement for students. Harare Poly Students Representative Council (SRC) president 

Bruce wrote a letter Mudondo protesting the decision. “Now it is unfair for the institution to deny students 

access to education especially on account that they should be vaccinated,” reads the letter, seen by 

NewZimbabwe.com Tuesday. “Vaccination as per law us voluntary not compulsory so the absence of law 

makes compulsory vaccination illegal thus students should not be denied access to education on that 

basis. The initiative is also a divorce to the social contract we entered when we got enrolled, paid 

(exorbitant) fees and registered for examinations thus making us bonafide students,” the letter reads. 

https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/researchers-in-africa-unite-to-tackle-challenges-3551226
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“Denying students without jabs the right to enter college premises is a serious offence, the exercise of a 

right by another must not infringe the enjoyment of a right by the other,” it further reads. Moyo proposed 

that Harare Poly allows Covid-19 negative students to enter premises and use part of their fees to setup 

a testing centre. He said instead of chasing away students who are not vaccinated, the institution should 

instead conscientise students on the need for vaccination in the fight against Covid-19 and if possible 

setup a vaccination centre within the campus. Mudondo has been in the news for the wrong reasons over 

the past months. He was fought tooth and nail by human rights organisations after suspending students 

for “hugging within college premises”. Madondo has also been accused of using his office to threaten 

students and come up with policies that have turned Harare Poly into “a concentration camp” according 

to the Zimbabwe National Students Union (ZINASU). 

Read more here 

3. My Joy Online 

Joe Ghartey charges universities to make entrepreneurs out of students (Ghana) 

Former Railway Minister, Joe Ghartey, is charging universities to explore the environment and make 

entrepreneurs out of the students they churn out every year. According to him, the country can only make 

progress if the universities do not become places where certificates are handed to students yearning to 

be employed instead of employing people. Speaking at the second edition of Africa’s biggest idea 

challenge at the University of Cape Coast, Joe Ghartey intimated, the narrative of graduate unemployment 

could change if universities become entrepreneurially-minded. Over one hundred students picked forms 

to take part in the ideas and entrepreneurial challenge. After gruelling encounters and showcasing, 11 

were picked from the lot and competed for the top spot of ¢10,000 and other mouthwatering start-up 

packages. Addressing the students, former Railway Minister, Joe Ghartey, called on the universities to 

focus on entrepreneurship to bring out students that could build the country with their ideas and 

resources. He says the universities have the wherewithal to build students’ capacities and change the 

narrative of unemployment in the country. “You possess the requisite skills to turn the fortunes of the 

country into something viable, something that would make the country develop rapidly. Entrepreneurship 

is the key, and I would advise universities to go along that path. The success story of many industrialised 

and developed nations, Joe Ghartey explains, resulted from their avowed commitment to 

entrepreneurship. He said, “the country has hopes because of some of the things you have started doing. 

As an entrepreneur, I would support you and beseech you to go on.” Professor of Finance and 

Entrepreneurship at UCC, Prof. Daniel Agyapong, indicated the school’s management has 

entrepreneurship at its heart. He said the management is working to make the university an 

entrepreneurial studies hub. The university, he indicates, has made a policy to show its commitment to 

pursue entrepreneurship by changing the narrative about university education in the country. The 

University of Cape Coast has a Business and Enterprise Development Policy. Our goal is to ensure that 

students and staff who have business ideas can support the university. Outgoing SRC president of UCC, 

Christopher Dadson, intimated, the continuous reliance on foreign aid cannot be attributed to 

government alone, but individuals could stand up to be counted as well. The second edition of Africa’s 

biggest idea challenge produced exciting products and talents of students that have set to rock the 

entrepreneurial world. 

Read more here 

https://www.newzimbabwe.com/harare-polytechnic-turns-away-unvaccinated-students/
https://www.myjoyonline.com/joe-ghartey-charges-universities-to-make-entrepreneurs-out-of-students-to-reduce-unemployment/?param=
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4. IOL 

Calls for SA to establish a traditional medicine department (South Africa) 

DURBAN – South Africa needs to have a department of traditional medicine to enable for greater focus 

for the use of traditional medicine and enable the field’s growth, according to Professor Nceba Gqaleni 

from the Africa Health Research Institute. Gqaleni was delivering the John Langalibalele Dube memorial 

lecture hosted by the University of KwaZulu-Natal on Monday evening. He said the call was prompted by 

the realisation that the Health Department was primarily preoccupied with ensuring the functioning of 

health facilities such as clinics and hospitals. “I don’t foresee the Department of Health giving attention 

(to traditional medicine) because it has other priorities, so that is why I am advocating for the 

establishment of the department of traditional medicine,” said the academic during a webinar. He told an 

audience that included other academics and traditional medicine practitioners that there was scope for 

growth in the sector which he said generated billions of rand annually. “More than 400 000 jobs have 

been created in the sector and more can be generated,” said Gqaleni. For such growth to take place, he 

said access to land was crucial. “Traditional medicine without land is a joke, we encouraged access,” 

Gqaleni stressed, pointing out that Dube had been a staunch advocate for people to be given their land. 

The John Dube memorial lecture, which started on Monday continued on Tuesday before closing on 

Wednesday, looks at Dube’s teachings and the lessons that can be learnt from them in modern-day South 

Africa as the institution celebrates the first president of the ANC who is regarded as one of the leading 

intellectuals on the African continent 

Read more here 

5. The New Dawn 

Stella Maris University Student Wins Lonestar Cell MTN’s Y’ello Star Talent Hunt Competition (Liberia) 

Lonestar Cell MTN inaugural Y’ello Star talent contest came to a rousing end Saturday, September 11, 

2021, with one contestant winning the coveted title: MTN Y’ello Star. The winner, Candace Cooper, is a 

19-year-old sophomore at Stella Maris Polytechnical University studying primary education. MTN Y’ello 

Star is a musical platform created by Lonestar Cell MTN, to discover, nurture, expose and launch new 

music talent in Liberia. “I am so excited,” said Candace.  “When I was on stage Saturday, I was happy, 

nervous, and overwhelmed about everything.   I was so proud of myself.  I have finally gotten the platform 

to do more with my talent and show people what I can do.” The momentous ending came after three 

intense weeks in the Y’ello Academy, where fifteen aspiring singers out of over 300 were chosen to 

participate in the competition that began July 16, 2021.   Contestants in the Y’ello Academy received vocal 

training and learnt how to write music. They also attended master classes on financial literacy, social 

media, brand management, and on content creation and monetisation. Then there were evictions at the 

end of each week of academy learning. Candidates were evicted on a weekly basis based on their 

performances and voting done by the public and the judges.   The judges, Capitol FM CEO Chris Wolo, 

Radio personality, Master Queen, and Co-Owner of Hott FM Cypher D’ King had equal weighting of 50/50 

with the audience and voted for those who should remain in the competition. Eight competitors were 

evicted from the Y’ello Academy, leaving the magnificent seven: Candance Cooper, Sparkle, Othniel 

Mathews, Grateful Pap, Brenda Wankollie, Cee-Kay, and Jesslyn Lisa Williams to compete in Saturday 

night’s finals.  The Grand Finale, held at the Ministerial Complex, saw competitors perform in trios, duets, 

and solo performances. In their solo performances, the contestants performed their original songs, 

written and produced within a week, which is no mean feat in the music industry. The songs delivered key 

https://www.iol.co.za/mercury/news/calls-for-sa-to-establish-a-traditional-medicine-department-96dfa532-55c0-4e20-b418-1f00816f9a2a
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messages of hope, courage and patriotism and the contestants hope they will receive good airplay locally 

and internationally to convey this message to the world. Eventually, only two contestants emerged after 

the final round of voting during the evening:  Candace Cooper and Jesslyn Lisa Williams. These two vocal 

phenoms faced off in a final round of competition with their unique rendition of Love on the Brain by 

Rihanna.   After which, Candace emerged as the winner and received a raucous applause from all present 

at the venue. Lonestar Cell MTN’s new Chief Marketing Officer Abiodun Ajayi said, “We believe every 

hidden star and talent deserves a chance to shine bright. There are huge musical talents hidden in every 

part of the country and we are here to provide a platform to showcase them to the world.   We are really 

proud that we have successfully bridged this gap with MTN Y’ello Star.” 

Read more here 

6. Al-Fanar Media 

Algeria Requires Covid-19 Vaccine as a Condition to Attend Universities (Algeria) 

Algerian universities are scrambling to get students and faculty and staff members vaccinated against 

Covid-19 by the start of the academic year on October 4. The Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific 

Research put the starting date back by one month in hope of vaccinating 70 percent of the target 

population of 1.35 million. “We prefer to postpone the academic season and expand the vaccination 

process to achieve the goal of herd immunity among the university family, instead of venturing into 

launching the academic year and being forced to stop it again if the infection index rises,” said Boualem 

Saidani, director of training at the ministry. (See a related article, “Libya’s Universities Close Again Due to 

Covid-19.”) So far, 130,000 people at universities have received the Chinese vaccine Sinovac in a two-

stage program that is targeting administrative staff members and freshmen first, then professors and 

other students. The figure does not include those vaccinated outside Algeria’s 109 public universities and 

higher-education institutes. El-Khair Kashi, head of the Coordination Committee of Higher Education and 

Scientific Research Institutions, said instructions had been given to speed up the process. “We hope to 

double the numbers this month with intensified outreach campaigns about the need to get vaccinated, in 

coordination with Algeria’s Ministry of Health,” he said in a statement. He added that one to three 

vaccination centers have opened in each of the 109 campuses. Daily Infections Peaked in July. Algeria has 

reported a total of just over 200,000 Covid-19 cases since the start of the pandemic early last year. Of 

these, 5,578 proved fatal. The country has experienced three surges in infection. The most recent, in July 

this year, was the most serious, with a peak of 1,927 new cases per day. By mid-September, the number 

of daily infections had fallen below 250. Unvaccinated teachers, staff members and students will not be 

allowed to start the academic year, but the ministry has not so far threatened them with sanctions or 

disciplinary action. Some professors believe the government’s new vaccination campaign was a bit late. 

“It had to start it earlier before the third wave started to make sure we can start the new academic year 

on time and without delay,” said Boudhane Yamine, a professor at the Faculty of Media and 

Setif 2. Still, he believes, “better late than –Communication at Mohamed Lamine Debaghine University

education.”  never, as it will help us go back to regular classrooms after a lot of challenges with online

education ministry for making vaccination a condition to start -Some students also criticized the higher

the new academic year. “The Scientific Committee of the Ministry of Health did not talk about compulsory 

–year economics student at the University of Badji Mokhtar-a thirdvaccination,” said Souad Rescali, 

Annaba, in northeastern Algeria. 

Read more here 

https://thenewdawnliberia.com/university-student-wins-the-first-edition-of-lonestar-cell-mtns-yello-star-talent-hunt-competition/
https://www.al-fanarmedia.org/2021/09/algeria-requires-covid-19-vaccine-as-a-condition-to-attend-universities/
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7. USAF 

An entrepreneurial attitude is a crucial life skill (South Africa) 

Being entrepreneurial is about more than just running a successful business; it is also about having the 

right mind set and attitude, qualities that equip you for life. So said Ms Karen Snyman, Deputy-Chair of 

the Entrepreneurship Development in Higher Education (EDHE) Community of Practice (CoP) for Student 

Entrepreneurship. She is also a Student Entrepreneurship Specialist at Nelson Mandela University (NMU). 

Ms Snyman (right) was providing an EDHE overview to participants at the fifth Students Entrepreneurship 

Week (#SEW2021) event hosted at Sol Plaatje University in Kimberley this week. #Rebuild. #Againstallodd. 

Introducing herself, Snyman said she was known as Mam K to students at NMU, adding she has had over 

30 years of experience working with students. She said: “It is my passion and joy. I’m so excited to be here 

at Sol Plaatje University. It is such a beautiful university situated in the heart of Kimberley. It’s wonderful 

to celebrate Student Entrepreneurship Week, #SEW2021, here.” She said that the purpose of #SEW2021 

is to support and equip student entrepreneurs with the tools to start businesses that can be sustainable 

and scalable. “This week also gives universities the opportunity to host their own in-house programmes. 

I’m sure that if you’re at a university right now, you have already hosted SEW programmes. I know that 

we have done so already at NMU. “There are a lot of exciting programmes coming from other universities, 

all of which we will share on our EDHE platform. I encourage you to visit us at https://edhe.co.za/ where 

you will find a lot of gems from these SEWs,” she told budding entrepreneurs and academics at the hybrid 

(virtual/in person) event. “These weeks devoted to entrepreneurship help to promote and strengthen 

entrepreneurs and foster an entrepreneurial mind set, amongst students as well as university staff across 

all 26 South African universities. “SEWs help to equip you with tools to participate in the economy. We 

want you to be job creators when you graduate, not just job-seekers,” she said. She described the primary 

purpose of Student Entrepreneurship Week as being to raise awareness of entrepreneurship in its 

different forms as an alternative to formal employment. Students would be challenged to have career 

options in place, should they not be employed after graduating. They would also be challenged to consider 

entrepreneurial ways to supplement their income while studying. Participating in the gig economy was 

one such way to do this. Snyman said universities want to brag about their students running businesses 

that employ people. She referred to SPU’s Chad Lucas, the final year BCom student who has been selected 

as the Deputy Chairperson of the national Entrepreneurship Development in Higher Education (EDHE) 

Studentpreneur CoP. “He said his biggest challenge was TIME. “Chad Lucas talked about how important it 

is for you make time matter. How you might have to put your social life on hold while you pursue your 

dream. You entrepreneurs must juggle your personal life, your academic life, your social and love life and 

still have time to be an entrepreneur – I applaud you. It’s really hard work. I have so much admiration for 

you guys,” she said. SEW was used at universities to showcase students, their talents and to provide ideas 

for success. She urged students to “visit your EDHE office on campus where you know entrepreneurship 

is happening and where you see there is a spark of entrepreneurship.  

Read more here 

8. Daily Monitor 

Revised plan: Tertiary schools to reopen first (Uganda) 

Experts are today expected to meet with, and propose to, President Museveni that tertiary institutions be 

reopened in November, followed by secondary and primary schools. The National Covid-19 Task Force 

agreed on the recommendation on Tuesday during a meeting held at the urging of the President to review 

https://www.usaf.ac.za/an-entrepreneurial-attitude-is-a-crucial-life-skill/
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their initial proposal to reopen schools next month, starting with lower primary classes. Mr Museveni 

spurned that blueprint. Instead, he tasked the multi-disciplinary team to evaluate any plan to reopen 

educational institutions based on limited vaccination of teachers, support staff and threat of a third wave 

of the pandemic. The government first closed schools during a lockdown in March 2020, days before 

Uganda registered its index Covid-19 case, and again during a second lockdown on June 18, this year, 

imposed to break a devastating pandemic second wave.   Dr Dennis Mugimba, the Ministry of Education 

spokesperson, yesterday confirmed to this newspaper that technocrats on Tuesday held a meeting at 

State House Entebbe, which Prime Minister Robinah Nabbanja chaired, and recommended a phased 

reopening of educational institutions. “…we shall begin with small numbers in a phased manner [and] we 

shall consider those [learners] who have had the least time in school. It is along those lines that 

recommendations were made in yesterday’s meeting,” he said. Sources that attended the Tuesday 

meeting, and spoke to us on condition that they are not named for confidentiality reasons, quoted 

premier Nabbanja proposing that “universities and other tertiary institutions are allowed to reopen” 

because the “students are old enough.” The sources also revealed that the Prime Minister said primary 

and secondary schools will wait until 5 million Ugandans in priorities groups --- teachers, health workers, 

members of the security forces and those aged 50 and above --- are vaccinated possibly next year. The 

government had purposed to inoculate 21.9 million, or half of Uganda’s population, as a precondition to 

reopen the economy and later, but jab shortage has meant only 1.6 million have received at least a first 

shot since the exercise was launched on March 10.   However, top bureaucrats remain optimistic following 

the receipt or expected arrival in the country of about 30 million Moderna, Pfizer, Astra-Zeneca and 

Sinovac vaccines through bilateral donations and Covax – the World Health Organisation-created facility 

for poor nations such as Uganda to access Covid vaccines.  Ms Nabbanja said last week that by December, 

the government will have vaccinated 4.8 million Ugandans considered highly vulnerable to Covid-19. She 

was unavailable yesterday to speak on the reported proposal to reopen schools, starting with tertiary 

institutions in November. However, Education ministry’s Dr Mugimba confirmed the recommendation 

and said the President will make the final decision during today’s planned meeting at State House with 

members of the National Covid-19 Taskforce. 

Read more here 

9. Guardian 

Varsity lecturers decry exclusion from TETFund scholarship (Nigeria) 

University lecturers from the faculties of arts, education, management, and social sciences have decried 

their exclusion from accessing Masters and Ph.Ds scholarships in any foreign university by Tertiary 

Education Trust Fund (TETFund). The lecturers said TETfund came up with a new policy, which stipulates 

that only lecturers in science and technology would be sponsored in foreign universities, while others 

could go to any university in the country. They lamented that the policy was coming after they had secured 

admissions into various universities outside the country. A lecturer in the art department of a university 

in the North, who pleaded anonymity, said they had applied for foreign scholarships, which were to be 

sponsored by TETFund and while waiting for disbursement, were denied access to the fund. The lecturer 

said there is usually a percentage allocated to sciences and the arts, but “TETFund last week issued a 

directive to universities not to forward any foreign scholarship for arts, except sciences and engineering 

only. Law, management, and social sciences, as well as education, are all excluded from accessing foreign 

sponsorship. This time, it is 100 per cent sciences and engineering. The policy is harsh and makes it look 

https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/national/revised-plan-tertiary-schools-to-reopen-first-3552326
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like a punishment for those in humanities and social sciences.” He called for a review of the policy in the 

interest of peace in the institutions. “We need TETFund to review the policy because it looks like we are 

not needed in the system.” The university teacher noted that though they were given the option of 

studying at home, he, however, lamented that most of them have secured admission abroad and only 

waiting for disbursement. “It is when TETFund commenced disbursement that it came up with the policy. 

The agency needs to review it because it is harsh and shows a lack of fairness in what they are doing,” he 

said. Another lecturer, Prof Edwards Linus, said: “We are not happy with the new policy because those of 

us in academics share almost the same thing in terms of rights and privileges for further studies at the 

level of masters and Ph.Ds. The new policy is now talking about sciences, technology, engineering, and 

computer science, like those approved for foreign scholarships, while those for social sciences and 

management are not approved. It will not augur well for us and even the Nigerian university system.” 

Linus reminded that Nigeria has universities of technology, aviation school, and institutes offering science 

courses, while there is none for social sciences while alleging injustice and imbalance in the policy. 

Read more here 

10. University World News 

Should the US fear rising number of STEM PhDs in China? (Global) 

Concern is growing in some quarters in the United States that China is rapidly catching up with the number 

of PhDs in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) it produces compared to the US, 

which could have an impact on the US lead in certain sectors of research that contribute to national 

security. But others say that while PhD-level expertise is a national priority for both the US and China, 

overly focusing on numbers does not necessarily indicate a country’s research prowess on a global level. 

A new report by Georgetown University’s Center for Security and Emerging Technology (CSET) in the US 

released in August said that currently Chinese universities graduate roughly three STEM PhDs for every 

two graduated by US universities each year. By 2025, the report predicts that China will produce roughly 

twice as many STEM PhDs as the US. “Based on current enrolment patterns, we project that by 2025 

Chinese universities will produce more than 77,000 STEM PhD graduates per year compared to 

approximately 40,000 in the United States. If international students are excluded from the US count, 

Chinese STEM PhD graduates would outnumber their US counterparts more than three to one,” the report 

said. “Given the scale of China’s investments in higher education and the high-stakes technology 

competition between the United States and China, the gap in STEM PhD production could undermine US 

long-term economic and national security,” it adds, while acknowledging that the number of doctoral 

graduates a country produces is just one indicator of future competitiveness in STEM fields. Jack Corrigan, 

one of the report’s authors, told University World News: “We are living in a world where a country’s 

economic and national security is increasingly dependent on its ability to develop and utilise advanced 

technology in areas like artificial intelligence, synthetic biology, quantum computing – all of the big 

emerging technologies. “And in order to develop and deploy those technologies, countries need to have 

access to a large, knowledgeable and well-trained pool of STEM talent. “PhDs, which we specifically focus 

on in this paper, represent a small but important part of that workforce. They’re responsible for leading a 

lot of the research and development [R&D] pushing forward these different fields of technology,” he said. 

China has been concentrating on STEM PhDs for more than two decades. Corrigan explained that a 

country “isn’t necessarily going to become a dominant player in a particular field of technology simply by 

virtue of having more STEM PhDs; there are a lot of economic factors that play into political considerations 

https://guardian.ng/features/varsity-lecturers-decry-exclusion-from-tetfund-scholarship/


                                                        
 

Page 8 of 9                   The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) 
 

Issue 99 

 

 

 

that affect the vibrancy of a country’s R&D ecosystem. But looking specifically through this talent lens, 

you do need a certain number of STEM PhDs to keep the wheels of innovation turning.” Growth in the 

number of PhDs subsequently slowed as the Chinese government refocused its efforts on improving the 

quality of higher education, but state-sponsored higher education has expanded again in recent years, 

with spending on higher education almost doubling between 2012 and 2021, fuelling an increase in new 

PhD enrolments. Between 2016 and 2019, the number of students entering STEM doctoral programmes 

at Chinese universities increased nearly 40%, from 59,670 to 83,134. 

Read more here 

11. The Chronicles of Higher Education 

3 Things New Federal Data Reveal About How Colleges Fared During the Pandemic (Global) 

Newly released data by the National Center for Education Statistics provides a highly anticipated look at 

how the coronavirus upended colleges’ enrollment, staffing, and finances during the past academic year. 

The data underscore what has trickled out about institutions over the last 18 months: indicators of 

plummeting enrollment with warning signs for equity, fears of colleges’ faltering finances, and signs of 

their shrinking academic work forces. The new federal data are also notable because they reveal how 

these trends affected specific colleges. The new data, some of which is for the 2020 fiscal year and some 

for fall 2020 — the first full semester after the pandemic began — is preliminary and was released “as an 

exception,” because of the “high level of interest” in how the coronavirus affected higher education, 

according to a news release from the Institute of Education Sciences, which is a part of the U.S. 

Department of Education. As colleges begin another academic year under the specter of the pandemic, 

here are three takeaways from the data: Revenue from room and board and other auxiliary services took 

a hit at public colleges. At public four year-institutions, auxiliary sales fell 12.5 percent in the 2020 fiscal 

year, compared to 15.1 percent for two-year institutions. Below are some of the largest revenue drops at 

public flagships. 

Read more here 

12. Daily News Egypt 

Higher Education Forum announces recommendations for digital transformation in universities 

(Egypt) 

gypt’s Assistant Minister of Higher Education for Digital Transformation, Hisham Farouk, has announced 

the recommendations of the “Higher Education and Scientific Research Forum in the Era of Digital 

Transformation”. The forum was organized by the Higher Education Ministry over two days in Ain Sokhna 

city, in the presence of heads of public, private, international, and technological universities, as well as 

research institutes. The forum asserted the need to meet the university’s information technology needs, 

and provide the appropriate infrastructure that helps them in digital transformation. The forum called for 

forming an executive committee to follow up on the implementation of the plan for the Digital Student 

initiative, which was launched during the forum’s activities. The forum confirmed the need to involve 

foreign and private universities in the digital platform for the national projects of the Ministry of Higher 

Education and Scientific Research. The Ministry of Higher Education has to provide technical support to 

develop a road map and define the steps that must be followed to achieve digital transformation in 

educational institutions. The forum comes in the framework of the national strategy for digital 

transformation towards achieving the goals of the sustainable development plan (Egypt Vision 2030). The 

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210910110221730
https://www.chronicle.com/article/3-things-new-federal-data-reveal-about-how-colleges-fared-during-the-pandemic
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forum aims to promote a culture of digital transformation in the academic community, and to present the 

vision of the university educational environment in the era of fourth generation universities; to ensure 

that educational institutions continue to perform their work optimally.  

Read more here 
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