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Press Release  
  

For immediate release | 05 March, 2021 

 

H.E Dr. Stephen Chebrot, Uganda Ambassador to Qatar Visits the 

Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture 

Secretariat 

 

The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) 

Secretariat based at Makerere University on Friday 5th March 2021, hosted His 

Excellency, Dr. Stephen Chebrot (fourth from left), Uganda’s Ambassador to Qatar. 

This was a courtesy call to touch base and provide an opportunity to the Ambassador 

to learn more about RUFORUM activities in Africa in general and Uganda in 

particular.   
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The meeting explored areas of potential engagement between RUFORUM and 

Foundations, Governmental and Academic Institutions in Qatar. It discussed areas 

of partnership and support to research and development with RUFORUM member 

universities across Africa. It further explored the possibility of mobilizing individuals 

and organization from Qatar and other Arab countries in the Middle East to 

participate in the Afro-Arab meeting scheduled for the later part of 2021. RUFORUM 

in partnership with Uganda Ministry of Science and Technology will host the second 

Afro - Arab partnership meeting to focus on building Africa’s science, technology and 

innovation capacity. The meeting will also discuss issue of youth employability and 

entrepreneurship in the agriculture and other related sectors.   

 

On his part, Ambassador Chebrot appreciated the invitation from the RUFORUM 

Executive Secretary – Prof. Adipala Ekwamu and the effort by RUFORUM to galvanise 

support for higher education, science, technology and innovation. He noted that 

RUFORUM areas of focus including, building capacity for sustainable innovative 

technologies, engineering and renewable energy, agricultural markets, trade and 

policy under the Building Africa’s Science, Technology and Innovation Capacity for 

Economic Growth (BASTIC) continental initiative approved by the Ministerial Policy 

Dialogue during the 2019 RUFORUM Annual General Meeting in Cape Coast Ghana 

were key areas of interest to agencies in Qatar. He pledged to advocate for the 

initiatives among peers and link RUFORUM to the relevant bodies in Qatar to take 

the continental and Uganda’s higher education agenda forward. 
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Note to Editors 

About RUFORUM:  

The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM), is a consortium of 129 
African universities operating in 38 countries on the continent with a mission to ‘strengthen the capacities 
of Universities to foster innovations responsive to demands of smallholder farmers through the training of 
high quality researchers, the output of impact oriented research and the maintenance of collaborative 
working relations among researchers, farmers, national agricultural research institutions’. RUFORUM was 
established by Vice Chancellors in 2004 with a Secretariat hosted at Makerere University in Kampala, 
Uganda. In 2014 RUFORUM signed a MoU with the African Union Commission to support implementation 
of the Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa (STISA 2024) Priority One on reducing poverty 
and ensuring food and nutrition security. RUFORUM has supported the training of 1958 MSc and 536 PhD 
graduates, of whom 98% work in their countries or region, the generation of over 300 agricultural 
technologies and mobilized over US$214.9 million for strengthening postgraduate education in Africa. 
Please visit www.ruforum.org for more information. 

 

For additional information, photos and interviews, contact the Corporate Communications, and 

Specialist officer below. 

 

Contacts: 

 
Name: Maureen 
Agena 

Corporate 
Communications, & 

Advocacy officer 

Email: 
communications@ruforum.org  
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