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Media Monitoring: Extract of Press News on Higher Education in Africa 
 

1. IOL News 

Food security and socio-economic development: revisiting investment in agricultural research and 
development (South Africa) 
The economic and agricultural landscape in southern Africa has undergone considerable change in the past 
few decades All countries in this region have experienced robust economic growth and improvement in 
human development indices, reducing poverty and malnutrition to a great extent. Yet, it remains home to 
sizeable proportion of the population’s poor and malnourished people. Eleven out of the 14 southern 
African countries (this excludes the island states of Mauritius, Seychelles and Madagascar), under the 
auspices of the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) have an estimated 130 million people 
inhabiting an area of about 555 million hectares, thus giving a population density of 23.5 people per square 
kilometre. The population places an enormous burden on the relatively small and declining natural and 
agricultural resource base. Dealing with such issues reminds one of Thomas Malthus’s (1766-1834) 
hypothesis. It postulates that a rapidly growing population will inevitably outstrip any society’s capacity to 
produce enough food. This will result in mass starvation and human misery. Though humanity has been 
largely able to avert the doomsday prediction, thanks to the development of modern cutting-edge 
agricultural research and development and technologies, increasing hunger and malnutrition remain a stark 
reality especially in resource-poor countries like some in southern Africa, where 34% (44.8 million people) of 
the population suffers from food insecurity, according to a recent SADC report. Food insecurity increased by 
10% in the region last year compared to the previous year, largely as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
climate change-induced change, conflict (collapsed governance) and economic challenges. Despite 
agriculture playing an important role in the SADC economy, with most inhabitants depending on agriculture 
as their main source of livelihood, accounting for about 8% of the regional GDP, government expenditure on 
agricultural research and development remains shockingly low in most countries. The threatening situation 
of hunger and food insecurity is farther compounded by poor agricultural infrastructure, inappropriate use 
of resources, and inadequate investment in agricultural research and development. Though southern Africa 
has more technical and scientific expertise in research and development than before, the prevalence of 
hunger and malnutrition indicates that there is plenty of room to improve.  
Read more here  
 

2. The Source 

Africa Initiative awards new round of pilot grants (Africa) 
While the COVID-19 pandemic continues to curtail nonessential travel, it hasn’t tamped down interest in 
interdisciplinary partnerships involving Washington University in St. Louis faculty and their colleagues across 
the globe. Case in point: the university’s Africa Initiative recently received more than two-dozen proposals 
from faculty as part of its call for proposals to fund research projects on the continent. The applicant pool 
was so robust, the Institute for Public Health and the McDonnell International Scholars Academy boosted 
the number of awards available from three to eight. “The level of interest in the Africa Initiative pilot grant 
program this year was very high, as was the quality of projects,” said Kurt Dirks, vice chancellor for 
international affairs and director of the McDonnell Academy. “While the pandemic created a temporary 
hurdle to international collaboration, the need for the research and the interest remained unchanged. Our 
faculty remain eager to partner with scholars around the globe to make important discoveries. We were 
pleased to award funding to faculty projects engaging collaborators in Cameroon, Ghana, Nigeria, South 
Africa and Uganda, and we look forward to seeing the results of these partnerships come to fruition.” The 

https://www.iol.co.za/business-report/opinion/food-security-and-socio-economic-development-revisiting-investment-in-agricultural-research-and-development-a325b728-5428-4dd5-b4b9-7cdaa6dbcf3c
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Africa Initiative funded a total of eight projects involving five countries on the continent: Cameroon, Ghana, 
Nigeria, South Africa and Uganda. The grants, provided with support from Nestle Purina, will fund early-
stage projects designed to build new collaborations with African institutions and their faculty. Winning 
proposals came from Arts & Sciences, the Brown School, the McKelvey School of Engineering, the Sam Fox 
School of Design & Visual Arts and the School of Medicine. All of the projects are interdisciplinary and 
address wide-ranging social and medical issues, from health literacy during the pandemic to gender-based 
violence to reducing dangerous human-wildlife interactions. Krista Milich, assistant professor of biological 
anthropology in Arts & Sciences, and Penina Acayo Laker, assistant professor at the Sam Fox School, are 
collaborating with colleagues at Makerere University in Uganda to launch a community-based design 
research project in partnership with people who live near Kibale National Park. Their goal is to craft 
messages and symbols that will reinforce positive and safe human-wildlife interactions. “The importance of 
collaborative research opportunities in Africa is obvious,” Milich said. “Given the current COVID-19 
pandemic, which is part of a continuum of increasing rates of emerging infectious diseases of zoonotic 
origin, I would like to think that the whole world now recognizes the need for these types of collaborations 
— the importance of working together to create conditions in which there are reduced interactions between 
humans and wildlife and better communication about how to achieve those goals.  “Unfortunately, I think 
despite the global attention to this pandemic, that message has not been articulated well to the public, so 
I’m thrilled to be working with Penina Acayo Laker on this project and to learn these types of health 
communication skills from her.” To see a full list of the funded pilot projects and for more information about 
them, visit the university’s global website. 
Read more here  
 

3. University World News 

Promises not enough to tackle TVET assessment gaps(Ethiopia) 
Technical and vocational education and training or TVET is recognised as a major component of the 
education system in Ethiopia. Its significant contribution towards the economic development of the country 
through the production of essential mid-level technicians is widely recognised. Prior to 2008, the TVET 
system had features that needed to be restructured. For instance, occupations and their standards were 
determined by the Ethiopian Ministry of Education, not by the industry or labour market. The training 
offered was also dependent on the curriculum used at training institutions, not on occupational standards 
set at a national level aimed at the job environment. Assessment was done through exams set by teachers at 
institutions rather than based on competencies and through the involvement of independent industry 
assessors. As a result, there was no need for setting up centres of competence outside training institutions 
for the purpose of assessment. In the past 15 years, TVET has seen fundamental changes in terms of system 
structures and policy directions. As regards assessment, past practices have been abandoned in favour of 
preparing competency assessment packages, training of industry assessors, and establishing centres of 
competence that undertake independent assessments using assessors from the job sector. Ethiopia’s 2008 
TVET strategy identified occupational assessment and subsequent certification as the main components of 
the new system. Competency assessment is used as a basic assessment mechanism to examine the level at 
which TVET graduates have mastered skills, knowledge and work attitude. It is also used to verify identified 
occupational competences that have been set based on occupation. The federal TVET agency is responsible 
for organising, facilitating and endorsing the occupational standards developed at a national level in 
cooperation with relevant authorities, industries and through consultation of the international occupational 
standards. However, despite these changes, there are still challenges that continue to affect the success of 
the competency assessment scheme. The national TVET strategy envisages that competency assessment 
takes place at two levels: internally at TVET institutions and externally at accredited centres of competence. 

https://source.wustl.edu/2021/02/africa-initiative-awards-new-round-of-pilot-grants/
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In line with the national TVET strategy, the occupational assessment and certification directive was issued in 
2010 to assist the direction and regulation of the entire assessment and certification system. Certification 
confirms that an individual is qualified in terms of the required knowledge, skills and proper work attitude 
based on the occupational standards. It is often needed for purposes such as employability and further 
education. Federal TVET authorities at national level are responsible for designing and regulating the system 
while TVET authorities at regional state level are required to ensure proper implementation of plans and 
tasks. 
Read more here  
 

4. Nyasa Times 

University of Malawi Delinking to Proceed - Chilima Meets Council Again (Malawi) 
The Malawi government will proceed to delink the University of Malawi (Unima) into three universities, a 
statement from the Office of the Vice President has said eventually pushing to the drain an argument from 
the Council of the University that the process was legally flawed. In the statement signed by Vice President 
Saulos Chilima's spokesperson Pilirani Phiri says the position by the government to proceed with delinking 
was made on Thursday in Lilongwe at a meeting where Chilima met with the Council alongside the Minister 
of Justice Titus Mvalo and the Attorney General Dr Chikosa Silungwe, among other top government officials. 
"Today's meeting was a follow up to the one held on 2nd February, 2021 which discussed the resolution 
made by the Council to review the process of delinking the University of Malawi. "Prior to delivering its 
position today, there have been consultations within the government hierarchy to affirm its position to 
proceed with the delinking process," reads the statement. The statement says this means that the "the 
Ministry of Education will proceed to gazette the commencement date for the 2019 Acts of Parliament in 
line with Section 74 of the Constitution." The delinking of Unima is seen by a progressive process in 
increasing access to higher education and improving governance and operational efficiency in public 
universities in Malawi. There was no immediate comment from professor Jack Wirima who chairs the 
council which passed resolution to suspend the delinking arguing that the decision was ultra vires in that the 
process was legally flawed. It is expected that College of Medicine (COM) will merge with the Kamuzu 
College of Nursing (KCN) to form a standalone university while the Polytechnic has proposed to change to 
Malawi University of Business and Applied Sciences and Chancellor College will be University of Malawi. 
Education activists have been advocating for the restructuring of Unima describing it as significant in 
enhancing educational growth among them high standards of academic leadership, financial independence, 
strong and world-class research as well as world-class academia. Unima council had previously endorsed the 
delinking of College of Medicine, Kamuzu College of Nursing and The Polytechnic from Unima. 
Read more here  
 

5. University World News 

PhD graduates protest over employment rights (Morocco) 
Unemployed Moroccan PhD holders have vowed to continue with a sit-in in front of the education ministry 
in Rabat as part of ongoing protests against their exclusion from public service employment, including 
universities and science centres. As the protest started, participants chanted: “We are the voice of the 
jobless.” But security forces intervened, and several protesters were injured. Photographs and video clips of 
the protests and police actions on 24 February were displayed on social media and included in press reports. 
“This peaceful stand was met by violent security intervention and, as a result, several protesters were 
injured and transferred to receive treatment in the emergency room of Al Ghassani Hospital,” the National 
Union of Unemployed Doctors (NUUD) said in a statement. 

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210302083122557
https://www.nyasatimes.com/
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Since its establishment in 2020, NUUD has held several demonstrations and protests and sit-ins against what 
they called their exclusion from the public service, and have been calling on the Moroccan Ministry of 
National Education, Vocational Training, Higher Education and Scientific Research to employ them in the 
university sector. The union also wants to approach human rights organisations about their plight. NUUD 
said in a statement on 25 February it was dissatisfied with the fact that positions within the higher education 
sector can only go to PhD holders already employed in the public sector. NUUD held several meetings with 
political parties and with the ministry and said everyone recognised that there was injustice and an abuse of 
the law. According to its statement, 700 positions were available to PhD holders already working in the 
public sector, but unemployed PhD graduates could not apply. The union rejected the ministry’s explanation 
that its budget does not allow new appointments and that its actions were subject to the decision of the 
finance ministry. For the PhD holders, said the union in its statement, it appeared as if there was an attempt 
to get rid of young people with PhDs by opting to appoint public servants to universities and research 
laboratories. 
Read more here  
 

6. USRTK 

The next neocolonial gold rush? African food systems are the ‘new oil,’ UN documents say (Africa) 
Planning documents for the 2021 United Nations Food Systems Summit shed new light on the agenda 
behind the controversial food summit that hundreds of farmers’ and human rights groups are boycotting. 
The groups say agribusiness interests and elite foundations are dominating the process to push through an 
agenda that would enable the exploitation of global food systems, and especially Africa.  The documents, 
including a background paper prepared for summit dialogues and a draft policy brief for the summit, bring 
into focus “plans for the massive industrialization of Africa’s food systems,” said Mariam Mayet, executive 
director of the African Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), who provided the documents to U.S. Right to Know. The 
dialogues “are deaf and blind to the converging systemic crises we face today, and the drastic urgent re-
think it demands,” ACB said in a statement. A background paper prepared by the UN Economic Commission 
for Africa, the African Union Commission, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization and partner groups for 
a regional dialogue on African food systems provides details about the plans underway. The document notes 
that it was issued “without formal editing and in English only owing to late submission.” A “radical 
transformation shift is required,” the paper said, to move Africa “from current doldrums of significant 
importation of food from outside Africa.”  The paper recounts the dire and worsening situation in Africa 
where 256 million people are suffering from hunger, and more than half the population in parts of Eastern 
Africa are food insecure. The Covid 19 pandemic is exacerbating inequity and exposing the vulnerability of 
Africa’s food system. These dynamics are creating an imperative for African governments to create an 
“enabling environment through improved policies and investments in agricultural public goods, scale up 
digital solutions for agriculture, and develop innovative financing schemes through public-private 
partnerships,” the paper said.   “It is also time to put the investments where they are most needed; for 
example, African governments channeling millions of dollars in public support to climate-smart agriculture 
investments … and, strengthening use of big data to drive smarter farm-level decisions on water 
management, fertilizer use, deploying drought-resistant crop varieties and accessing markets.”  This agenda 
aligns perfectly with the plans of the agrichemical industry, the Gates Foundation and its main agricultural 
development program, the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa, which encourages African countries to 
pass business-friendly policies and scale up markets for patented seeds, fossil-fuel based fertilizers and 
other industrial inputs they say are necessary to boost food production. These groups say new technologies 
under development will allow for “sustainable intensification” of industrial agriculture.   
Read more here  

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210303092229647
https://usrtk.org/bill-gates-food-tracker/the-next-neocolonial-gold-rush-african-food-systems-are-the-new-oil-un-documents-say/
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7. University World News 

Taskforce reports on the effect of reforms on TVET (Kenya) 
A new report, Enhancing access, relevance, transition, equity and quality for effective curriculum reforms 
implementation, on the implementation of education reforms in Kenya recommends that universities 
rationalise all the programmes and courses they offer to ensure that they are adequately prepared for the 
admission of the first cohort of students who complete a competency-based school curriculum to enter 
higher education in 2029. The report of the taskforce recommends the rationalisation to ensure a relatively 
seamless transition from basic education to technical and vocational education and training (TVET) 
institutions and universities. This is to ensure that universities meet the changing needs of school leavers. 
Education reform in Kenya has included a competency-based curriculum, which was designed by a team 
based at the Kenya Institute of Curriculum Development and was launched by the ministry of education in 
2017. In the old system, learners spent eight years in primary school, four years in secondary and another 
four years in college. Under the new curriculum, learners will spend two years in pre-primary education, six 
in primary, three in junior secondary, three in senior secondary school and another three in university. This 
curriculum is aligned with those of other countries in the East African Community and with international 
best practice. The report proposes that universities retool lecturers by providing pedagogical training 
responsive to the competency-based approach and that the Commission for University Education enforce 
rationalisation of lecturer recruitment to meet the changing educational needs in a cost-effective way. The 
commission oversees the maintenance of standards by licensing and monitoring the performance of 
licensed institutions. Additionally, the commission has to fast-track the development and review of 
university programmes, which should articulate better with the competency-based curriculum’s three 
pathways in secondary school. 
Read more here  
 

8. Thomson Reuters Foundation 

Greener Agriculture Is a Win for Farmers, Food Companies and the Environment (Africa) 
Making farming climate-smart and focused on more than just yields has economic, environment and social 
payoffs. Conventional farming is one of the world's greatest drivers of climate change and biodiversity loss, 
and we're running out of time to reverse its adverse effects. But there is good news too: the largest study 
ever done on sustainable farming supports the idea that regenerative agriculture could be the answer to 
turning it all around. The study found that enhancing biodiversity on farms does not compromise yields, 
contrary to the longstanding belief held by many across the agricultural industry. This finding has huge 
implications for agriculture as we know it. Over the course of the 20th century, we've witnessed dramatic 
increases in agricultural output. While this so-called "green revolution" lived up to its promise to enhance 
food security and production in some parts of the world, it has also taken a huge toll on our planet. With 
agriculture claiming half of the world's habitable land, around one million animal and plant species are at 
risk of extinction. Conventional farming methods like the over-application of synthetic fertilizer and 
pesticides and relentless tilling have set off another chain of negative effects, including extreme water and 
soil pollution (an estimated 25% of arable soils worldwide are degraded). As if that weren't enough, 
agriculture also accounts for 24% of all human-made greenhouse emissions. The bottom line is our farming 
system urgently needs an overhaul. But what if our global farming system, when reimagined, could not just 
reduce harm to the health of the Earth but also improve it, all while feeding a growing population and 
creating better livelihoods for farmers along the way? Enter regenerative agriculture: a conservation and 
rehabilitation approach to food production. It uses specific agricultural practices like increasing plant 

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210303132015918
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diversity and integrated pest and weed management to improve crop quality and output as well as the land 
and ecosystems where the crops are grown. A farmer moving to regenerative practices might start by 
planting specific types of trees or shrubs alongside or in-between crops. This agroforestry technique can 
increase carbon sequestration while conserving biodiversity and increasing soil fertility and health. This 
leads to crops that are more resistant to pests and diseases, which promotes stronger yields and eventually 
decreases the need for external inputs like pesticides. This is hardly a novel concept. Traditional farmers and 
Indigenous peoples have been developing and practicing forms of cultivation similar to regenerative 
agriculture for eons. Take the farming model of the Aztecs called "chinampas", for example, which has been 
used to sustainably grow food with high production rates through a system of floating islands. Today, more 
and more farmers are reaping the benefits of regenerative agriculture. In Costa Rica, the 1,000-hectare 
Aquiares coffee estate undertook a sustainability transformation with the Rainforest Alliance 17 years ago, 
transitioning from a full-sun monoculture approach to cultivating shade-grown coffee. Now the farm is 
home to more than 50,000 native trees, 140 bird species, and has connected two important wildlife 
corridors. 
Read more here  
 

9. University World News 

Global academic ranking includes 22 African universities (Africa) 
Seventeen departments at African universities can claim to be among the world’s 100 best places to study 
their subject, according to the 11th edition of the ‘QS World University Rankings by Subject’ released on 4 
March. African universities perform better in the social sciences, arts and humanities as only three of the 17 
top 100 departments are scientific or technological disciplines – two mineral and mining engineering 
departments. The 2021 instalment of QS’s global university performance comparison is based on data on 
the performance of 141 programmes at 17 African universities, across 51 academic disciplines – but this is 
only a small increase in representation at the programme level since 2020 when 135 programmes at 18 
universities were ranked. “Of those ranked last year, while the majority remain stable, the number that have 
declined in rank over the past year [33] is more than double the number that have risen year-on-year [16]. 
In addition, the number of departments at African universities achieving top-100 ranks is down five on 
2020’s number [22],” according to a media release. The continent’s best-performing university in this 
exercise remains the University of Cape Town (UCT) which ranks in the top-100 programmes for six subjects 
(archaeology, anthropology, architecture and built environment, geography and medicine, including a top-
10 position in development studies). Overall, UCT continues to occupy the top position of the 22 universities 
in Africa on the list of 5,500 institutions by ranking in position 220 globally for 2021. The University of the 
Witwatersrand ranks in the top 100 for four subjects (archaeology, anthropology, mineral and mining 
engineering and is at 27th position in development studies). Uganda’s Makerere University’s development 
studies programme is in 45th position and Stellenbosch University attains three top-100 positions (theology, 
divinity and religious studies as well as agriculture and forestry and has moved to the 51-100 group in 
development studies). The mineral and mining engineering programme at the University of Pretoria has 
moved into joint 48th position and its theology, divinity and religious studies is also in the top 100. The 
programme offering of International Hotel School in Johannesburg has also made it into the top 100 in the 
leisure and hospitality field. 
Read more here  
 
 
 
 

https://allafrica.com/stories/202103100236.html
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210304142844146
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10. Egypt Today 

Egyptian official unveils joint agricultural projects with Sudan (Egypt) 
International Relations Supervisor at the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation Saad Mousa unveiled 
Saturday that a number of joint projects with Sudan will be launched soon in the sector. Those include a 
horticulture farm and an animal production farm, Mousa said pointing out that such projects are the 
outcome of talks to cooperate in the fields of agriculture and animal production.   The official added that 
Egypt grants Sudanese candidates scholarships to join training programs at the Egyptian International Center 
for Agriculture (EICA). He added that Egypt is eager to transfer expertise to the Sudanese side in the fields of 
seed production as well as vial and vaccine production to protect livestock and improve output. Mousa 
stated that President Abdel Fatah al-Sisi is eager to maintain continuous communication with Sudan and 
other fellow African states. In 2019, Egypt started establishing three fish farms and an animal farm in four 
African countries, said Head of the Project of African Farms, affiliated with the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Maher Maghraby. Egypt started establishing fish farms in Algeria, Malawi and Zimbabwe, and an animal 
production farm in Uganda, Maghraby added in his speech at the meeting of the Parliament's African Affairs 
Committee, noting that the ministry had received requests from other African countries to establish similar 
projects. Maghraby continued that these projects had begun in 1998, noting that Egypt had helped Nigeria 
when it suffered a famine in the second half of the 20th century. "These projects were suspended following 
the 2011 revolution and then were revived over the past few years," Maghraby explained. In February 2018, 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation announced the establishment of a joint Egyptian-Eritrean 
farm in Eritrea, the seventh joint farming project between Egypt and fellow African countries, Egypt’s state-
owned news agency reported. 
Read more here  
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