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Media Monitoring: Extract of Press News on Higher Education in Africa 
 

1. University World News 
Report calls for research focus beyond biomedicine (Mozambique) 

Enrolment in tertiary education in Mozambique may have multiplied more than seven times in the past 

15  years,  but  it  has  not  expanded  postgraduate  studies  or  promoted  high-quality  research  and 

innovation, according to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). In 

a  key  study,  “Mapping  Research  and  Innovation  in  the  Republic  of  Mozambique”,  UNESCO  noted  that 

limited  funding  of  university  education  has  increased  its  fragility  and  stifled  the  tertiary  gross  enrolment 

ratio (GER). GER is the total enrolment in tertiary education, regardless of age expressed as a percentage of

 the  population  in  the  five-year  age  group  immediately  following  upper  secondary  education.  Still, 

Mozambique  made  notable  enrolment  gains,  as  it  increased  the  number  of  university  students  from 

28,298 in 2005 to 213,930 in 2018, reflecting a participation rate of 7.3% in terms of the GER. But the main 

issue is that Mozambique’s tertiary system is highly focused on undergraduate studies, while postgraduate

 programmes are underdeveloped, especially at doctoral level. “For instance, in 2018, only two PhDs 

were awarded at Eduardo Mondlane University, which is the leading university in the country,” stated the 

study that was launched in Paris on 18 February. In this regard, the low performance of higher education at 

postgraduate  level  has  contributed  to  a  scenario  in  which  most  academics  and  researchers  have  no 

doctoral  qualifications.  “Across  the  system  as  a  whole,  as  of  2016,  only  14%  of  all  researchers  in 

Mozambique  possessed  a  doctoral  degree  and,  among  them,  only  20%  were  women,”  stated  the 

UNESCO study.  Although women make up 45% of all university enrolments, their share of enrolment in 

science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) fields is about 30%. Data in the report indicate 

women are concentrated in business, administration and law (37%), education (27%) and health (15%). 

But, even as women continue to close the gender gap in higher education, the report noted only 26% 

of the academic staff in tertiary education are women. 

Mozambique’s research is also struggling for lack of high-quality researchers. 

Read more here  

 
2. News Day 

African universities’ science faculties a mockery (Africa) 
African universities should discontinue their science faculties and concentrate their financial resources on 
the development of the arts, histories and music than misrepresent the sciences through presenting fake 
and passive models of the discipline of science. It is undoubtedly well-known that proper tertiary education 
ought to focus on the exploitation of local content, resources and solving of contemporary problems for the 
benefit of all. For example, apart from focusing on philosophies to advance humanity during ancient times, 
Greeks developed schools of medicine to treat diseases and pandemics of the time. Hippocrates, a Greek 
doctor founded the first medical school at the island of Kos in Greece in 500 BCE. The point I am making 
here is that an expectation raised and still unfulfilled is an affront to the well-being of the expectant. Such an 
expectation would be better off not raised at all, hence my suggestion that science faculties at universities in 
Africa should be discontinued because they raise developmental expectations that are not realised. They are 
largely a waste of resources that could be used effectively elsewhere. Africa is well endowed with the 
world’s mineral resources far more than any other continent on plannet earth. It, therefore, becomes logical 
that if we are to heed the divine principle that we are stewards and the more we are given the more we 
shall account for. For Africa to be comnensurate with her bountiful endowment of mineral resources, she 
should excel more than any other continent in the processing of her mineral resources to benefit her 
citizens. It, therefore, becomes logical that if we are to heed the divine principle that we are stewards and 

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210223093340649
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the more we are given the more we shall account for. For Africa to be comnensurate with her bountiful 
endowment of mineral resources, she should excel more than any other continent in the processing of her 
mineral resources to benefit her citizens. Such knowledge can be attained from the universities’ faculties of 
science. It is also known that no country can create incremental wealth for its people without engaging in 
the processing of its resources — manufacturing. 
Read more here  
 

3. Mail and Guardian 
What South Africa’s universities have learnt about the future from Covid-19 (South Africa) 
he Covid-19 pandemic put unprecedented stress on students across the country. Campuses that had been 
hubs of learning for decades were empty. Universities had to find ways to continue while not leaving anyone 
behind. With thousands of students of diverse backgrounds and means at each institution, this was no easy 
feat. Administration, staff and students scrambled to find ways to adapt. More than 90% of students 
enrolled in the featured universities in this article participated in online learning in 2020, using a dazzling 
array of technologies. Covid-19 forced South African universities to take a sudden leap into the future. 
Lecturers were game, but many lacked the key skills for digital teaching. Students weren’t always “digital 
natives”. While many were adept at using social media, they lacked digital competencies, from using 
Microsoft Office to writing emails. To work, ERL had to be student-centred, adaptive, evidence-based and 
scaled. Pre-Covid-19, universities had begun moving towards a blended model as several had launched 
massive open online courses. Lecturers were encouraged to record their classes (with up to 60% uptake pre-
Covid-19 at some universities) through automated video-recording venues. Building on this basis, courses 
were offered over learning platforms, with a variety of supporting resources and services, which used 
analytics to improve efficacy with data derived from regular surveys of staff and students. It is now clear 
that the “emergency responses” showcase an evolution of education, requiring new techniques, habits and 
interactions between students and lecturers. Blended learning, according to the panel, will become the 
“new normal” reality for universities. The findings are that, on balance, it’s more work, not less. 
Synchronous attendance went up. Asynchronous availability of lectures and materials helped many 
students, including those who are first-generation university-goers or second-language English speakers. 
Results improved on average. Students appreciated additional online support and direct contact from 
lecturers — often through social media platforms. 
Read more here  
 

4. Africa Centre 
Reshaping African Agency in China-Africa Relations (Africa) 
The asymmetries in power between China and its African partners are immense. Nigeria, Africa’s largest 
economy with a GDP of roughly $500 billion, is a fraction of China’s GDP of $14.3 trillion. China is Africa’s 
largest trading partner, with trade growing 40-fold in the past 20 years. China is also Africa’s single biggest 
creditor, holding 20 percent of the continent’s debt. African countries borrowed around $143 billion in 
combined Chinese state and commercial loans between 2006 and 2017. African countries make up half of 
the 50 nations that are most indebted to China, with Djibouti, the Republic of the Congo, Niger, and Zambia 
topping the list in terms of share of GDP. These countries demonstrate how spiraling debt with China can 
have a ripple effect on shrinking African leverage. Zambia is a case in point. In 2020, it appealed to China to 
restructure $11 billion in loans. China, however, insisted that all its arrears be cleared as a precondition, a 
demand Zambian President Edgar Lungu had no leverage to resist. Other lenders whom Zambia had asked 
for bailouts suddenly became reluctant to offer the country concessions as they might be used to pay 
arrears to Chinese creditors. According to Ken Ofori, Ghana’s finance minister, China’s approach to debt 

https://www.newsday.co.zw/2021/03/african-universities-science-faculties-a-mockery/
https://mg.co.za/education/2021-03-01-what-south-africas-universities-have-learnt-about-the-future-from-covid-19/
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negotiations disadvantages its highly indebted partners as it makes other creditors nervous that “their 
released resources will simply be transferred to Beijing.” Fears that unsustainable debt could cause African 
countries to lose control of their national assets are also growing. In 2018, the Kenyan public was shocked 
when a leaked report from the auditor general revealed that the strategic port of Mombasa had been put up 
as a sovereign guarantee. That is, its escrow account would be surrendered to China’s Export-Import Bank if 
the Kenyan government defaulted on its $3.2-billion loan for the Mombasa-Nairobi Standard Gauge Railway. 
In Zambia, worries that Chinese firms will seize key assets to recover debts frequently make the headlines, 
with the local power utility, ZESCO, and the international airport being cited in a flood of angry media 
reports since 2018. Concerns over imbalance have been raised over other facets of Chinese investments as 
well. For example, many African commentators note that Chinese firms, which currently dominate African 
construction tenders, mainly hire Chinese labor and import Chinese material in multibillion-dollar projects. 
The common understanding is that African countries give in to such practices because the financing, impact 
assessments, and project execution are all done by Chinese entities. Saying no to China means that the 
money might go elsewhere. The issue of corruption often features prominently in these agreements as 
African government leaders tend to negotiate opaque deals that benefit them personally or extend their 
patronage network. African leaders, therefore, are less inclined to write more stringent standards of 
accountability and local ownership into these agreements. Given the paucity of empirical data, the secrecy 
of Sino-African negotiations, and the widely varying motivations of African leaders, it’s hard to generalize 
how this imbalance plays out in individual countries.  
Read more here  
 

5. Daily Nation 
Poor web presence costing universities revenue (Kenya) 
A cursory search is enough to show that quite a number of Kenyan universities lack a vibrant and functional 
web presence to showcase their training and research. This, in an era that is becoming increasingly 
technology-based, thus consigning them to the backwater of global trends in higher education. A web-based 
survey by Higher Education indicates that many university websites and social interaction platforms are 
outdated, not user-friendly or are have simply been neglected. Some of the websites are dour, lack 
information for prospective students and generally portray a failure to keep abreast of developments in 
higher education. Universities the world over use websites to recruit students and the best members of 
faculty. With Covid-19 greatly reducing physical interaction, institutions of higher learning will hold fewer 
physical progressive web presence by a university is therefore key for the institution in its interactions with 
both internal and external publics about the programmes on offer, ongoing research and findings and 
scholarships. It is also used by organisations such as Webometrics, the world’s pre-eminent body for ranking 
universities as one of the factors for deciding the best universities in the world. 
Read more here  
  

6. Daily Monitor 
Biotech research in Uganda: It is more than just untapped potential (Uganda) 
The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted the critical role that scientific fields like biotechnology can play to 
better the human condition. However, despite decades of application in different disciplines, biotechnology 
use in agriculture still carries an aura of socio-political contempt.  And this is not without its pitfalls, 
especially considering the huge amount of resources that goes into biotech research and development.   
Since 1996, Uganda has made significant investments in agricultural biotechnology research and 
development from multimillion-dollar facilities to hundreds of people in built human capacity.  It paints the 
picture of a progressive nation; committed to harnessing the potential of modern agricultural biotechnology 

https://africacenter.org/spotlight/reshaping-african-agency-china-africa-relations/
https://nation.africa/kenya/news/education/poor-web-presence-costing-varsities-revenue-3307290
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to enhance sustainable food production, boost investment opportunities and overall national development. 
However, for all this investment, the principal beneficiaries, including farmers and this nation’s bulging 
youthful population, are yet to realise any returns.  Universities such as Makerere, Kyambogo, Uganda 
Christian University and University of Kisubi continue to churn out hundreds of graduates competent in 
biotechnology each year. This raises pertinent questions: Why build this capacity if the country won’t utilise 
it? Why are such programmes commissioned at the universities in the first place? Or more importantly, 
what does  this mean for the parents who send their children to study these programmes only to add on to 
the numbers of unemployed youth in the country? Sustained government investment in cutting edge 
agricultural research to harness the latest technologies for the benefit of our farmers and overall national 
development is commendable. It has helped put the National Agricultural Research Organisation (NARO) on 
the map as a regional centre of excellence in agricultural research.  Our home-grown research is helping 
feed people as far as Zambia and Mozambique! And this goes without mentioning our immediate 
neighbours.  
Read more here  
 

7. The Africa Report 
Senegal, Cameroon, Benin and Ghana: Meet Africa’s latest stars of the start-up world (West Africa) 
While the entrepreneurial dynamism of Kenya and South Africa currently dominates the connected 
insurance sector, Central and West Africa are not far behind. Coming from Senegal, Cameroon, Benin and 
Ghana, these “disruptors” have taken over one of the oldest professions in finance to offer connected and 
accessible services. We have chosen to highlight these four entrepreneurs because of their backgrounds and 
the solutions they offer in their home countries and beyond. Whether they are motivated by personal 
experience, a strong passion for technology or by both, all of them have set themselves the mission of 
responding to everyday health needs, namely facilitating access to care and covering its costs. 
Read more here  
 

8. The Fish Site 
Pioneers of African aquaculture: Fergus Flynn (Zambia) 
Fergus Flynn established Kafue Fisheries, a tilapia farm in Zambia in 1981, and ran it for the next 31 years. In 
this article he shares some hard-won insights into the development of one of sub-Saharan Africa’s most 
forward-thinking, long-lived, and commercially successful fish farming ventures, as well as some thoughts on 
the future of the sector. I first arrived in Zambia from England in 1979 to participate in the management and 
running of the largest cattle operation in the country, having qualified with an honours degree in animal 
production from Wye College, London (latterly linked to Imperial College). The reason for first coming to 
Zambia was a chance letter from a friend at the main Zambian Agricultural College at that time. I had just 
completed a year's contract in the dairy farming industry in Canada and was looking for new opportunities. 
That was 41 years ago, and I am still here – how one letter can change the direction of one’s life! Another 
chance communication which again changed my life came two years later through a fisheries consultant. 
The managing director of an international industrial business was looking to diversify into agriculture and to 
recruit a suitable candidate to start up a profitable fish farm in Zambia from scratch. Despite two 
subsequent changes in the ownership of Kafue Fisheries over the intervening years, I was privileged to 
remain an employee of the company from 1981 until 2012. I am very grateful to the successive owners, T 
and N PLC, Komex International, and the current owner for allowing me the privilege to continue on such an 
exciting journey, and for all the support and encouragement given throughout.  It is worth remembering 
that in 1981 aquaculture in Africa was in its infancy and it presented a daunting and exciting journey. Initial 
site selection, I knew from my training, was critical and often overlooked. A great deal of work and time 

https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/oped/commentary/biotech-research-in-uganda-it-is-more-than-just-untapped-potential-3309666
https://www.theafricareport.com/62978/senegal-cameroon-benin-and-ghana-meet-africas-latest-stars-of-the-start-up-world/
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went first into finding the right place and satisfying the main criteria: 12 months’ supply of quality water, 
suitable soils for a pond-based operation, close proximity to electricity, a local community to recruit staff 
from, and - perhaps most importantly – being close to a major market, which in this case was the growing 
capital, Lusaka, 35 miles from the site we chose at Kafue. Having found suitable land which would also allow 
expansion, my wife and I literally walked in front of a D8 Caterpillar machine to create the initial access and 
begin to landscape the site.  We called the new company Kafue Fisheries Limited (KFL) and at that time I had 
zero experience in fish farming. We set about designing a 5-hectare fish farm pilot scheme which included 
ponds of various sizes and a hatchery fed through pumping (diesel powered) water from the adjacent Kafue 
River. The Kafue is the longest river lying wholly within Zambia, at over 1600km in length, with more than 50 
percent of Zambia’s population living within its river basin, of which over 65 percent of these are classed as 
urban. Its water was increasingly being used for irrigation and industrial applications, with hydroelectric 
power also generated downstream at the Kafue Gorge power station. 
Read more here  
 

9. Quatz News 
Covid-19 vaccines face a trust gap against some traditional African remedies (Zimbabwe) 
In the early days of Covid-19, people from Zimbabwe to Tanzania turned to home remedies for a disease 
about which little was known. But now, even as African countries begin rolling out vaccine programs, many 
could still stick with traditional treatments. Amid a serious surge in cases, after people traveled over the 
Christmas season from South Africa where a new variant has been spreading, Zimbabwe began vaccinations 
for healthcare and frontline workers last week, with some 200,000 donated doses of China’s Sinopharm 
shot. Ghana, meanwhile, received the first vaccine doses from Covax, the initiative to help low and middle-
income countries get Covid-19 vaccines. But between fear of the new vaccine, and low supply across the 
continent, interviews in Zimbabwe suggest that many still plan to—and perhaps have to—rely on herbal 
treatments. Itai Rusike, executive director of Zimbabwe’s Community Working Group on Health, a network 
of community-based organizations, says it’s common for people in the country to first consult traditional 
healers or use home remedies to treat general illnesses before seeking modern medical care services, 
especially for those in rural areas who live far away from medical health facilities. “This has been 
exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic, as the majority of people in Zimbabwe seem to have more faith and 
trust in home remedies to prevent and treat Covid-19 related illnesses due to vaccine disinformation and 
skepticism,” Rusike said. This was a view also expressed to Quartz by other health experts, as well as 
ordinary citizens. 
That preference has also been shaped by government backing for herbal treatments as one form of Covid-19 
treatment in the early months of the pandemic last year, a move that physicians criticized, and which could 
now hamper vaccination efforts. Zimbabwe was in the middle of its worst economic crisis in decades, with a 
frayed healthcare system suffering from shortages of medicines and protective equipment, when it 
experienced its first Covid-19 death last March. 
Read more here  
 

10. PBL- Bio Africa 
E-learning for strengthening educational capacity in Sub-Saharan Africa (Africa) 
Enhancing ICT competence and capacity in bio-entrepreneurship education is central for reaching a wide 
number of students in Sub-Saharan Africa. PBL-BioAfrica has started on this task by investigating teachers’ 
current usage of digital learning platforms in Kenya and Zambia through surveys and focus group interviews. 
An online survey about teachers’ pedagogical competences received more than 90 replies from teachers in 
Kenya and Zambia. Each partner university conducted focus group discussions in which 4–6 deans, lecturers 

https://thefishsite.com/articles/pioneers-of-african-aquaculture-fergus-flynn
https://qz.com/africa/1978170/in-zimbabwe-covid-19-vaccine-competes-with-herbal-remedies/
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and ICT staff members participated. Based on the survey and the focus group discussions, the need for 
improving usage of digital platforms in bio-entrepreneurship education became evident. All partner HEIs 
(Higher Education Institutions) already do have online platforms in use, but equipment and software are 
often out of date or inadequate. Connectivity is also problematic in remote teaching; although the internet 
connection might be excellent on university campuses, the quality of the connections varies in teachers’ and 
students’ homes and off-campus offices. Another issue that came up was the attitude towards online 
teaching among both teachers and students. Due to the pandemic, a large part of teaching has been forced 
to take place online, and the situation has been unpleasant to many. Teachers and students struggle with 
keeping the lectures as interactive as in classroom teaching, and using digital platforms often causes 
additional work for teachers. “While some universities have trained their lecturers and students on using the 
online platforms, questions of motivation and converting the courses to e-learning mode need to be 
addressed. This is because many course units are yet to be converted for e-learning delivery”, says Dr. 
Samuel Ruhiu, University of Nairobi. “With the onset of COVID-19 restrictions, many lecturers have been 
forced to deliver their ‘normal’ lectures through the online platforms without the supportive interactive 
features of e-learning, which may not be engaging for students. There is therefore need to train the 
lecturers on converting their courses to e-learning mode, and to motivate them to invest the time and effort 
required to do the actual conversion.” 
Read more here  
 
Other News making headlines 
 

 NARO Founder Professor Joseph Mukibi dies Read more here  

 Death robs Tanzania of 10 prominent persons in February Read more here  
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