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Media Monitoring: Extract of Press News on Higher Education in Africa 
 

1. Daily Monitor 

Living in the unknown: Top key lessons of the year 2020 (Uganda) 
Global inter-connectedness: The Covid-19 pandemic has shown that we need each other.  What happens in 
one part of the world has repercussions beyond the immediate borders. It also showed vividly the need for 
good governance and preparedness. Countries with sound systems and capacity quickly re-engineered 
themselves and put in place containment measures even though not 100 per cent effective. Wageningen 
University and Research in Netherlands and University of Free State in South Africa, for example, quickly put 
in responsive measures to reposition their universities to respond to education challenges posed by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Others were not in position to do so or only responded slowly.  Environment health is 
key. It appeared to me as God must be crazy. We witnessed several catastrophes - wild fires in Australia and 
USA, floods and waves across the world, widespread pandemics of desert locusts that devastated the 
Middle East, Horn of Africa and the Sahel, increased levels of green gases, amongst others. Again, we need 
each other, we need to develop collective responses to address these challenges. Some of the challenges 
highlighted above brought to the fore the limited response capacity in the continent. We just need to be 
reminded that no country in the world has developed without the requisite STI capacity- Africa must put its 
mouth where the food is - in its people build and strengthen the innovation capacity and skills development 
in the continent.  Racial inequality coupled with human brutality is dangerous. What we witnessed in the US, 
but also common in our ethnic tendencies, including wars in Africa, calls for greater attention to address this 
inhuman practice. It is so sad we as humans are so brutal and self-conceited. We do not care about others. 
In regard to education divide, here again Covid-19 exposed more vividly the education divide for those with 
resources and the disadvantaged communities even in advanced economies such as the US.  
Read more here  
 

2. University World News 

African academics may perish even when they have published (Africa) 
A weak publishing industry in Africa, including the lack of distribution hubs and an intra-Africa book trade; 
curricula, pedagogy and learning processes still rooted in the colonial situation and the absence of a 
scholarship culture, are factors that are undermining the development and production of academic books 
on the continent. The shortage of academic books written by African academics has forced African 
universities to rely heavily on imported works, even for studies with African-specific content such as history, 
literature, music, politics, sociology and economics. According to Francis Nyamnjoh, a professor of social 
anthropology at the University of Cape Town in South Africa, various factors, including mediocre content, 
invisibility (because of the subject matter or because the writer may be unknown and from a developing 
country), the remoteness of the publisher (which may not have a wide reach) and poor marketing and 
distribution, mean that African academics perish even when they have published. “The technical and 
financial difficulties facing the publishing industry in Africa also work against African scholars seeking to fulfil 
the academic requirement of publishing,” said Nyamnjoh. He argues that, despite the euphoria of political 
independence and the subsequent attempts at decolonisation of higher education, African universities are 
still rooted in the colonial situation. Although African universities have, almost without exception, 
Africanised their personnel, they have not necessarily changed their curricula, pedagogical structures and 
other learning processes. On the current status of academic publishing by African scholars, Nyamnjoh thinks 
the historical pervasive denigration of the African in Western literary and academic production has also 
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continued to undermine the efforts of Africans seeking to publish with recognised Western academic 
publishers. 
Read more here  
 

3. Sci Dev  

Africa’s tech hubs giving universities stiff challenge (South Africa) 
African technology hubs are challenging the dominance of traditional universities as sources of knowledge 
production, and are becoming better suited to a fast-paced knowledge economy, a study says. While 
traditional universities are struggling with limited resources, inadequate industry engagement and 
institutional disciplinary knowledge limitations, the tech hubs are effective in economic and social value 
creation by creating new jobs, stimulating the entrepreneurial ecosystem and improving life quality for the 
poor socioeconomic groups. According to the study, the tech hubs should adopt a model of collaboration for 
innovation, bringing together universities, governments and industry to create jobs and improve livelihoods. 
Over the past five years, African tech hubs have grown from 314 in 2016 to 643 in October 2019, says the 
study published in the December 2020 issue of Technological Forecasting & Social Change. “Our paper is a 
critical reflection on the state of education on the continent, asking who the tech hub actors in the 
landscape of knowledge production are and what are they doing differently,” says paper co-author, 
Oluwaseun Kolade, an associate professor in Entrepreneurship and International Development at De 
Montfort University in the UK. Kolade and colleagues did this by examining South Africa’s mLab as well as 
tech hub case studies in Nigeria, Kenya and Uganda. Focus was on the hubs’ ability to address challenges in 
the educational sector, generate innovations and contribute to economic and social needs. “Tech hubs are 
flexible and wired to create economic and social value. They have a conscious multi-stakeholder approach 
that allows them to reach across the public sector and industry to make a difference,” says Kolade. The hubs 
were also found to be job creators, unlike universities that generally produce job seekers.  “Tech hubs 
produce people with innovative capabilities and entrepreneurial skills that help create jobs rather than seek 
jobs that may not be there,” Kolade tells SciDev.Net 
Read more here  
 

4. University World News 

International funders determine the research agenda (Africa) 
Has donor funding for research skewed the scientific enterprise in Sub-Saharan Africa? Based on 
publications in peer-reviewed journals and patent registrations, questions are being raised about who is 
setting the research agenda on the continent and what the implications are for research capacity there. 
According to a study, “The nature of and motive for academic research in higher education: A Sub-Saharan 
African perspective,” conducted by Dr Muhamadi Kaweesi, a senior lecturer in education management and 
administration at the Islamic University in Uganda and his associate researchers, donors were setting the 
scientific research agenda, radically eroding the concept of independence in research in the region. For 
instance, the World Bank points out that Sub-Saharan Africa’s research in health sciences, which accounts 
for 45% of all research conducted in the sub-region, is largely driven by financial support from donors. 
“International research funding, which comprises the majority of Sub-Saharan Africa research funding, 
prioritises health and agricultural research,” stated the World Bank in a key study, “Sub-Saharan African 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Research: A Decade of Development”. What this 
suggests is that donor-funded research in health and agriculture, coupled with the collaboration of 
international researchers, has the capacity to yield more peer-reviewed articles. More papers are written 
than in other science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) fields or even in other areas that 
lack funding and infrastructure. For decades, driven by both their own interests and the encouragement of 

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210110220840860
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governments in Sub-Saharan Africa, donors have prioritised funding research in health and agriculture. In 
Kenya, the research output also appears to suggest that donor contributions are dictating and influencing 
research priorities. According to SCImago’s most recent, database, a large part of Kenya’s research output 
occurred only in health and agricultural sciences. SCImago’s indicators measure, among other things, the 
scientific influence of scholarly journals and the impact factor of journal articles. Of Kenya’s 3,615 
publications in peer-reviewed journals in 2019, more than 40% were in the ‘miscellaneous’ medical field 
(553), followed by public health (421), infectious diseases (402), virology (73), immunology and microbiology 
(61) and epidemiology (51). Agricultural sciences came second with studies on crop science (237), animal 
science (159), food science (145), plant science (145) genetics (112), insect science (90), varied agricultural 
and biological sciences (71) and soil science (51), amassing about 30% of the total number of publications. 
Although, technically, there is nothing wrong with accessing donor aid or international collaboration in 
scientific research activities, it appears in Kenya, or in that matter, in most countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
that research not funded by donors is usually ignored. 
Read more here  
 

5. Addis Fortune News 

The Ministry of Science and Higher Education writes digital literacy plan (Ethiopia) 
A federal agency in charge of overseeing higher education and vocational training institutions has crafted a 
programme to intensify digital skills and learning. Dubbed the National Digital Skills Country Action Plan, the 
policy is expected to prepare students at higher education institutions by enhancing their employability for 
the digital work sphere over the coming 10 years. The Ministry of Science & Higher Education, with the 
support of three consulting firms hired by the World Bank, has prepared the Plan, which passed consultative 
stages. Members of the Ministry and representatives from the private sector, higher education, and 
Technical & Vocational Education & Training (TVET) institutions attended the consultation forums. 
Developed over the past five months, the Plan needs six billion Birr for implementation, including building 
ICT infrastructure, virtual laboratories and smart classrooms. It will also go toward investments in 
professional development, software and tools for learning. The government, different development 
organisations, as well as public-private partnerships, are the options to fund the implementation, according 
to Zelalem Assefa, CEO of the Ethiopian Education & Research Network under the Ministry, which oversees 
1,906 higher education and Technical & Vocational Education & Training schools in the country. Fifty of 
these are public universities, five are private universities, and 245 are private colleges. The Action Plan 
comes as part of the World Bank's latest initiative, Digital Economy for Africa, a 25-billion-dollar 
commitment to providing technical assistance for policy formulation and institutional capacity-building over 
the coming 10 years. "Students from these higher education institutions will also engage in community 
service afterwards," said Zelalem. "This will have spillover effects into other sectors as well." The Action Plan 
has five main components to grow digital skills from basic to intermediate and advanced levels. The first 
component includes creating legal and policy frameworks; crafting and implementing intellectual property 
policies, EthERNet, and digital procurement. The second component, reforming the current digital skills 
programme, introduces courses like artificial intelligence, the internet of things, and blockchain to students 
attending higher education institutions. The third section of the Plan outlines the necessity of enhancing 
technology use across higher learning institutions as the education programmes are rolled out. Ensuring a 
better EthERNet, local area network connectivity for institutes, students and faculty members comes in as 
the fourth component of the Action Plan. 
Read more here  
 
 

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210113120713100
https://addisfortune.news/ministry-writes-digital-literacy-plan/
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6. Daily Maverick. 

Department of Higher Education Pumps R68 Million Into Covid-19 Research and Vaccine Development 
(South Africa) 
The Department of Higher Education, Science and Innovation has invested R68,766,000 towards Covid-19 
research and development activities.  Speaking at a press briefing on the latest developments in the post-
school sector on Monday, Higher Education Minister Blade Nzimande said the funding had been 
reprioritised from the 2019/20 and 2020/21 Budget allocations.  “These funds were approved to support 
Covid-19 research and development in the areas of diagnostics, therapeutics, vaccines, surveillance and 
epidemiology, including genomic epidemiology,” said the minister. The department is funding two vaccine-
related studies. The first is looking into plant-based manufacturing of antibodies for Covid-19, whose aims 
include speeding up vaccine development.  The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has 
entered into an agreement with Kentucky Biological Products (KBP) to potentially manufacture the antigen 
of its vaccine and has expressed an interest in testing its vaccine in South Africa. The KBP vaccine is 
manufactured using specific tobacco products. R2.4-million has been invested into this initiative.  The 
second is the Oxford Covid-19 vaccine trial led by Wits University and co-funded by the South African 
Medical Research Council.  “This is part of an international study aimed at finding a vaccine that will prevent 
infection by the virus that causes Covid-19, but also assessing whether the vaccines will be effective in local 
settings,” said Nzimande.  The vaccine candidate, ChAdOx1 SARS-CoV-2, was developed at the Oxford 
University Jenner Institute in collaboration with AstraZeneca and is under trial in several countries, including 
South Africa, Brazil and the UK. The vaccine has a lesser efficacy compared with the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines (64% as opposed to 94%), but has been recommended for developing countries as it is cheaper and 
easier to transport, store and distribute. The Department has contributed R4.5 million towards this study.  
Nzimande said that Biovac, a bio-pharmaceutical company in which the department owns a 47.5% stake, 
now has vaccine manufacturing capabilities. In 2020 an initiative was co-launched with pharmaceutical 
company Sanofi to produce Hexaxim, the world’s first fully liquid (6-in-1) vaccine which protects against 
diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, hepatitis B, Haemophilus influenzae type B, and poliomyelitis. 
Read more here  
 

7. University World News 

Tighter measures needed to combat predatory publications (Ethiopia) 
More robust systems are necessary to encourage academics in Ethiopia to increase their research output 
through ethical channels. Predatory publishing has been enticing many academics to seek short cuts to get 
published quickly and earn promotions without rigorous scrutiny of their work. The involvement of 
academicians in predatory publications is also exacerbated by inexperienced or ignorant academics who 
could also be nudged down this route due to a lack of research proficiency, rejection by standard journals 
and an urgency to get published quickly. The issue of predatory publications should be of serious concern to 
institutions and researchers in low- and middle-income countries, especially in Asia and Africa, which have 
now become the main targets. Countries are reacting to this challenge since it is becoming a serious threat 
to their research enterprise and their rapidly growing research output. Data about the extent of predatory 
publication in Ethiopian higher education institutions is not available but there is ample anecdotal evidence 
that shows an alarming number of academics are being drawn to this practice. A significant number of 
faculty members are being accused of securing their academic promotions through predatory publications 
and other sub-standard means. Some of the recent schemes created by the Ethiopian Ministry of Science 
and Higher Education (MoSHE) are geared towards combating this unethical practice. But a more robust 
system is still called for. 
Read more here  

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-01-18-department-of-higher-education-pumps-r68m-into-covid-19-research-and-vaccine-development/
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210111142124519
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8. All Africa 

Why 2021 Must Be the Nutrition Year of Action in Africa (Africa) 
Africa is facing an increasingly complex range of interconnected challenges, impacting food and health 
systems and hindering progress made in fighting all forms of malnutrition. COVID-19 and climate change 
continue to stress global food systems, disrupting food production and supply chains, tipping millions more 
people into hunger in Africa and globally. Health systems are also under pressure, with concerns that 
nutrition may be further de-prioritised on the health agenda, when it's evident that nutrition is central to 
building resilience. Without urgent action, the number of people suffering from hunger and all forms of 
malnutrition will continue to rise in 2021, with the poorest and most vulnerable being disproportionately 
affected. Despite these challenges, 2021 offers a unique opportunity for governments, businesses and civil 
society in Africa to scale up efforts to ensure access to healthy diets for all and tackle malnutrition in all its 
forms. Improving the continent's nutrition starts with taking stock of the latest data. The Global Nutrition 
Report's Country Nutrition Profiles show that Africa has made progress towards reducing undernutrition, 
notably under-5 stunting, and adolescent and adult underweight. Kenya , for example, is one of seven 
countries globally that is on course to meet four of the maternal, infant and young child nutrition targets set 
out by the World Health Assembly. However, progress to address malnutrition in Africa remains uneven. The 
continent's socio-economic development, for example, is bringing about changes in diet. Food systems are 
enabling an increase in the consumption of harmful products that are cheap and intensively marketed, such 
as processed meats and sugar-sweetened drinks. Countries are now facing the double burden of 
malnutrition, where undernutrition coexists with diet-related chronic diseases. Obesity is on the rise, 
particularly among adult women (18.8% in Africa compared to 15.1% globally), but also among men (7.8% 
against 11.1% globally). Good nutrition is a cornerstone of health and development and is related to 
improved child and maternal health, stronger immune systems, lower risk of non-communicable diseases, 
longevity, and higher productivity, amongst other benefits. Nutrition is key to enabling individuals, 
communities and countries to thrive and must be at the forefront of Africa's sustainable development 
agenda. It is unacceptable that still nearly 800 million people globally are hungry or undernourished, while 2 
billion adults are overweight or obese. It is vital that policymakers, businesses, donors and civil society 
prioritise and invest in nutrition, allowing it to fulfil its role in boosting population resilience, economies and 
societies. 2021 presents unprecedented opportunities for action and must be a turning point. Leaders are 
due to formulate commitments around several interconnected issues at global events including the UN Food 
Systems Summit and the Tokyo Nutrition for Growth (N4G) Summit. As commitments made in previous N4G 
summits draw to a close, the next event, hosted by the Government of Japan, will be a moment for key 
actors to make pledges to drive action towards improving nutrition. 
Read more here  
 

9. Daily Monitor 

Scientists develop sustainable Fall Armyworm management (Uganda) 
Fall Armyworm (FAW) has been ravaging maize fields in Africa since 2016 with the first incidences reported 
in Southern Africa countries. In East Africa, it was first reported in western Kenya by farmers in March 2017 
and immediately confirmed by the Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service and Kenya Agricultural and 
Livestock Research Organisation. It immediately spread to the neighbouring countries of Uganda, Burundi, 
Ethiopia and Rwanda raising alarm amongst policy makers. In Uganda, the Ministry of Agriculture advised 
farmers to use Rocket to spray their farms. Towards the end of last year, the incidence of the pest was 
reducing but it has since sprung and farmers are in a dilemma on what to do next. Currently, more than 30 

https://allafrica.com/stories/202101060490.html
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countries have identified the pest within their borders including the island countries of Cape Verde, 
Madagascar, São Tomé and Príncipe and the Seychelles. FAW type introduced into Africa is the haplotype 
originating from south Florida, USA and the Caribbean. However, scientists at the National Crops Resources 
Research Institute (NaCRRI) have since had various concreted efforts in trying to devise means to control 
FAW. This time the team led by Dr Michael Hilary Otim, under a Development and Promotional Sustainable 
Fall Armyworm project which has been ongoing since 2018 ending 2020, have done tremendous work 
through a project funded by the Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA). Dr Otim explains that the 
pest is capable of feeding on more than 80 different crop species, making it one of the most damaging crop 
pests. Some of the crops include maize, sorghum, rice, sugarcane, cabbage, groundnut, soybean, onion, 
cotton, pasture grasses, millets, tomato, potato and cotton. 
Read more here  
 

10. Relief Web  

CCARDESA launches projects to mitigate impact of Covid-19 on food and nutrition security in Zimbabwe 
(Zimbabwe) 
The Centre for Coordination of Agricultural Research and Development for Southern Africa (CCADERSA), 
with funding from the European Union (EU) through the Southern African Development Community (SADC), 
and technical support from Bembani Group, launched a project to mitigate the impact of Covid-19 on food 
and nutrition security using Climate Smart Technologies in Zimbabwe in December. The project is an 
extension of the Global Climate Change Alliance Plus (GCCA+) programme which seeks to strengthen the 
capacity of SADC Member States to undertake regional and national adaptation and mitigation actions in 
response to the challenges caused by the effects of climate change. A similar project launch was conducted 
in Eswatini while preparatory work was facilitated in Mozambique in November. The EU has contributed 
Euro 8 million to the GCCA+ project to increase the capabilities of SADC Member States to mitigate and 
adapt to the effects of climate change, and to have their voices better heard in the international climate 
change negotiations. The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a humanitarian crisis, negatively impacting the 
food and nutrition status of millions of households worldwide. The pandemic has disrupted food systems, 
including production and marketing due to lockdowns imposed by countries. The escalating threat on 
livelihoods, food and nutrition security due to increasing cases, lockdowns and health-related restrictions 
calls for urgent interventions to minimise the impact to the most affected communities. 
Read more here  
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