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Press Release  
  

For immediate release | 19 October, 2018 
 

Official Program for the Sixth African Higher Education Week and RUFORUM Biennial 
Conference 2018 released 

Nairobi 19 October, 2018. The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture 
(RUFORUM), a network of 105 universities from 37 African countries, is pleased to release the 
official programme for the Sixth African Higher Education Week and the RUFORUM Biennial 
Conference scheduled for 22-26 October 2018 at the Kenyatta International Convention 
Centre in Nairobi, Kenya.  The theme of the Conference is “Aligning African Universities to 
accelerate attainment of Africa’s Agenda 2063” 

The Conference will bring together over 900 delegates from academia, private sector, 
Government, Development partners, students and farmers. The Conference is hosted by the 
Government of Kenya through the Ministry of Education and 12 RUFORUM member 
universities in Kenya. The universities are: University of Nairobi, Jomo Kenyatta University of 
Agriculture and Technology, Kenyatta University, Pwani University, Karatina University, South 
Eastern Kenya University, Egerton University, University of Eldoret, Moi University, Masinde 
Muliro University of Science and Technology, and Jaramogi Oginga Odinga University of 
Science and Technology.   
 
The objectives of the Biennial Conference are to; i) collaboratively work with stakeholders 
including government, the private sector, and others  to review African agricultural and higher 
education performance and how to improve its effectiveness; leaders; ii) provide a platform 
for sharing the best practices and reforms within the agricultural and higher education sectors; 
iii) build professional communities of practice that diverse stakeholders in agricultural and 
higher education; and iv) To  disseminate research, business and entrepreneurship innovations 
emanating from university research and outreach to inform policy and other processes.    
 
This Sixth Biennial Conference is structured with a set of pre-conference events focusing on 
strengthening thought leadership and innovation capacity of university leaders among others, 
and the main conference. The main conference includes plenary sessions, side events and 
parallel technical sessions. As part of this, the Conference include two Ministeria meetings 
hosted by Dr. Amina Mohamed the Cabinet Secretary for Education, Kenya.   
 
RUFORUM is pleased to release the official conference programme. The programme is 
available on-line.  

Please visit the conference website to download the complete press release and for more 
information. 

 

 

http://www.ruforum.org/Biennial2018/node/3
http://www.ruforum.org/Biennial2018/node/3
http://www.uonbi.ac.ke/
http://www.jkuat.ac.ke/
http://www.jkuat.ac.ke/
https://www.pu.ac.ke/
https://www.karu.ac.ke/
http://www.seku.ac.ke/
http://www.seku.ac.ke/
http://www.egerton.ac.ke/
http://www.uoeld.ac.ke/
https://www.mu.ac.ke/
http://www.mmust.ac.ke/
http://www.mmust.ac.ke/
https://www.jooust.ac.ke/
https://www.jooust.ac.ke/
https://ruforum.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/program-book-a5-web.pdf
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Notes to Editors:  

Established by African university Vice Chancellors in 2004, the Regional Universities Forum for 
Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) is a consortium of 105 African universities 
operating in 37 countries on the continent with a vision to create “a vibrant agricultural sector 
linked to African universities which produce high-performing graduates and high-quality 
research responsive to the demands of Africa’s farmers for innovations and able to generate 
sustainable livelihoods and national economic development”. RUFORUM Secretariat is hosted 
by the Ministry of Education and Sports in Uganda with Secretariat at Makerere University in 
Kampala. In 2014, RUFORUM signed a MoU with the African Union Commission to support 
implementation of the Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa (STISA 2024) 
Priority One on reducing poverty and ensuring food and nutrition security. As of August 2017, 
RUFORUM has supported the training of 59 Bsc, 1,883 MSc and 503 PhD graduates of whom 
94% work in their home countries or region, generated over 300 agricultural technologies and 
mobilized over US$201 million for strengthening postgraduate education in Africa. Please visit 
www.ruforum.org for more information. 
 
For additional information, photos and interviews, contact the RUFORUM Corporate 
Communications & Advocacy Officer below; 
 

 
Name: Maureen 
Agena 

Corporate 
Communications, & 

Advocacy Officer 

Email: 
communications@ruforum.org  

 
 

http://www.ruforum.org/
mailto:communications@ruforum.org

