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Media Monitoring: Extract of Press News on Higher Education in Africa 
 

1. University World News 
US$5 million allocated for university technology hubs (Zimbabwe) 
The Zimbabwe government has set aside more than US$5 million to put in place technology hubs at 
six state-run universities in a move that it hopes will spearhead the country’s industrialisation and 
modernisation. Zimbabwe’s Minister of Higher and Tertiary Education, Science and Technology 
Development Professor Amon Murwira said the first university hub is expected to be commissioned 
next month. He said the hubs will transform the education sector from a service sector to a production 
sector. “Our level of development is lower than our literacy rate and this is a shift. It is not necessarily 
a revolution to other countries, but it’s a revolution to us. We want to transform the education system 
from a service sector to a production sector.” The University of Zimbabwe, the National University of 
Science and Technology, the Harare Institute of Technology, the Midlands State University, Chinhoyi 
University of Technology and the Zimbabwe National Defence University will benefit from the 
initiative. “The universities are putting in place the structures. We have more than US$5 million for 
this. We will continue to make the hubs more complex. It’s a continuous process that we will continue 
to fund annually,” said Murwira. The innovation hubs will test good ideas and turn them into 
prototypes before patenting.  
Click this Link for more details  
 

2. Modern Diplomacy 
Modernizing higher education for economic growth (Malawi) 
Malawi has fewer affordable universities than it has students who want to go to them, leaving college 
out of reach for many. Enrollment in tertiary education is low, but more and more Malawians hunger 
for it. With IDA financing from the World Bank, Malawian citizens now have more options. The five-
year, $51 million Skills Development Project is helping public universities to strengthen and increase 
public access to programs that cater to sectors critical to Malawi’s economic growth. These include 
engineering, natural resources extraction, agriculture, construction, health services, tourism, and 
hospitality. Beyond the establishment of the National Council for Higher Education, project funding 
supports a range of activities at institutions, including improving course offerings and staff skills, 
renovating infrastructure, and setting up satellite facilities. To expand the range of scientific skills and 
mid-level technicians needed to fuel Malawi’s economy, 39 new programs have been developed by 
universities, with the participation of the private sector ensuring their relevance to the economy. By 
2017, these programs contributed 44 percent of the new student intake to public universities. Diploma 
programs at universities have also been bolstered to increase the training of mid-level career 
personnel needed by various trades. For example, the University of Malawi’s Polytechnic now offers 
10 technician-level engineering diploma programs in subjects like mining, telecommunications, and 
health. By 2019, these programs are expected to have enrolled 750 diploma students. 
Click this Link for more details  
 
 
  
 

http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?story=20180425073809552
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2018/04/23/modernizing-higher-education-for-economic-growth/
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3. Ghana Web 
The President of Ghana commends University of Professional Studies (UPSA) governing council for 
renaming university after founder (Ghana) 
The President of the Republic, Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, has commended the Governing 
Council of the University of Professional Studies for its decision, in accordance with the Statutes of the 
University, to rename the University after founder and first director of the University, Nana J. K. 
Opoku-Ampomah. According to President Akufo-Addo, “It is a most excellent decision, which has 
received the approval of the President of the Republic, so that, once the parliamentary process has 
been completed, this University will be called thenceforth the Opoku Ampomah University of 
Professional Studies.” President Akufo-Addo made this known on Wednesday, 25th April, 2018, when 
he delivered the keynote address at events marking the 4th special Congregation ceremony of the 
University of Professional Studies (UPSA). 
Click this Link for more details  
 

4. Business Ghana 
TVET to transform Ghana’s economy (Ghana) 
The Technical and Vocational Education Training (TVET), has the potential to lift Ghana out of its 
economic difficulties and setting it on the path to prosperity, Dr Matthew Opoku Prempeh, Minister 
of Education, has stated. He said there was, therefore, the need to continue with the conversation on 
the best strategies needed to transform Ghana’s national vision on technical education into actionable 
reality. “Ghana welcomes investors who seek to pitch camp here and collaborate with local institutions 
in bolstering our technical capacity, and strengthening skills training in the country,” Dr Opoku 
Prempeh, remarked in a statement read on his behalf on Tuesday at a Youth Employment and Skills 
(YES) Stakeholder Engagement Platform Meeting in Accra. “We similarly welcome collaboration and 
partnership in the area of equipment manufacture and the building of laboratories to feed our 
fledgling technical institutions and universities,” he added. The Yes programme was organised by the 
African Centre for Economic Transformation (ACET) with a particular focus on TVET and secondary 
education. It focused on the levers through which youth unemployment could be reduced by 
enhancing skills development to help meet the future job needs of young people. Dr Opoku Prempeh 
said a nation’s competitiveness depended to a large measure on the productivity of its work force, 
which in turn rested on the knowledge and skills of its work force. 
Click this Link for more details  
 

5. RNews 
Progress made in implementing free higher education (South Africa) 
Higher Education and Training Minister Naledi Pandor says progress has been made to ensure that 
the new bursary scheme is implemented successfully. This comes after government’s announcement 
in 2017 that free education would be implemented to support poor students whose parents’ 
combined annual income is R350 000 or less. As a result, additional government funding of R7.166 
billion has been allocated in 2018 to fund bursaries for children of poor and working class families 
entering universities and TVET colleges – with R4.581 billion set aside for qualifying university students 
and R2.585 billion allocated for TVET college students. Briefing journalists in Cape Town, the Minister 
said what has changed following the announcement is that government will support poor and working 

https://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/NewsArchive/Akufo-Addo-commends-UPSA-governing-council-for-renaming-University-after-founder-646399
https://www.businessghana.com/site/news/general/163931/TVET-to-transform-Ghana-s-economy-Opoku-Prempeh
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class students through an expanded bursary scheme, which replaces the previous loan and partial 
bursary scheme. “Although first time entering students will not be expected to pay back the cost of 
their bursaries, they will be expected to meet certain conditions and expectations, including those 
relating to satisfactory academic performance and service conditions. “The exact details are being 
finalised. I am pleased to announce that good progress has been made since the announcement to 
ensure that the new bursary scheme is implemented successfully,” she said. The Minister said for TVET 
colleges, students in all years of study will receive a bursary to cover their tuition fee and learning 
materials. The TVET students will need to meet certain requirements to qualify, meaning that they 
must come from families earning a gross combined annual income of up to R350 000 and that they 
are registered for the National Certificate (Vocational) and Report 191 programmes at any public TVET 
college. 
Click this Link for more details  
 

6. Business Daily 
New route to university for high school graduates (Kenya) 
Secondary school students who score a D+ and above in their Form Four examination can now use a 
newly opened channel to access university education. Kasneb, an examiner of accounting courses, has 
introduced a new certificate course that will tap into the huge number of students who did not attain 
the C+ and above grade required for direct entry to university. “The certificate course is designed for 
the Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) exam candidates, who did not qualify for 
university admission,” Kasneb said in a statement. The one-year programme will enable students to 
progress to diploma in any accounting field then proceed to the professional qualification such as CPA 
and onto Bachelor of Commerce degree. “Those interested in taking the certificate course can register 
as from April 20 with Kasneb,” said chief executive officer Pius Nduati. “The new certificate in 
accounting and management skills (CAMS) will be rolled from July 2018. It will be institution based 
and will address skills gaps in terms of accounting services at the lowest levels for the SMEs and NGOs.” 
Click this Link for more details  
 

7. The South African 
R900m set for student and staff development at South African universities (South Africa) 
With 2018 being the first year that “free higher education” is being rolled out (in stages) by 
government, there have been concerns that money for the upkeep and improvement of universities 
will not be available. Now, the Department of Higher Education has revealed some plans for hundreds 
of millions. Minister Naledi Pandor announced on Friday that R900m will be earmarked each year to 
support the University Capacity Development Programme (UCDP). Pandor explained that the 
programme is a grant that is crucial to universities across the country. Mr Nduati said Kasneb had 
engaged with universities and other tertiary institutions that train accountants to prepare them for 
the programme. The UCDP was launched in March 2017 and saw an entrepreneurship week take place 
at campuses across the country. Pandor also highlighted how the UCDP is being expanded this year to 
bring in all partners. This will include TVET and Community Education and Training colleges. As a result, 
the entire post-school education and training system will be included. 
Click this Link for more details  
 

https://www.rnews.co.za/article/19603/progress-made-in-implementing-free-higher-education
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/news/539546-4421500-kkxrnoz/index.html
https://www.thesouthafrican.com/r900m-student-and-staff-development-universities/
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8. Modern Ghana 

Government Committed To Expanding Infrastructure in Tertiary Institutions (Ghana) 
Government will provide the necessary resources to the country’s tertiary institutions to expand their 
infrastructure to meet the expected rise in the student population following the implementation of 
the Free Senior High School (FSHS) programme, Vice President Bawumia has assured. The Nana Akufo-
Addo government will also provide opportunities for continuous hiring and training of the necessary 
human resources to facilitate proper teaching and learning. Speaking at the 22nd Congregation of the 
University of Education, Winneba on Saturday 21st April, 2018, H.E. Dr Mahamudu Bawumia said 
government had been mindful of the expected increase in tertiary admissions and was working 
assiduously to provide the necessary funding to address the infrastructure challenges before the first 
batch of the FSHS complete in 2020 and seek admissions. Began this academic year, the FSHS initiative 
aims to provide Senior High School education to every qualified Ghanaian child who completes the 
Basic level of education at no cost to parents in order to remove the barrier of finance which has 
undoubtedly deprived Ghana of many potential leaders. The programme is essential to ensure 
employability of graduates and sustainability of the higher education system.  
Click this Link for more details  
 

9. University World News 
Government races to integrate student aid scheme (South Africa) 
As it prepares for the rollout of free higher education, the South African Department of Higher 
Education and Training is working on ensuring that the National Student Financial Aid Scheme is 
integrated into college and university systems, writes Bekezela Phakathi for Business Day. The National 
Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) has been struggling to ensure the smooth rollout of free higher 
education, with many students complaining about delayed payments. This has sparked protests at 
tertiary institutions around South Africa. Higher Education and Training Minister Naledi Pandor said 
last week her department will “ensure that the NSFAS systems are effectively integrated into the 
college and university systems and that NSFAS staff work closely with financial aid offices at 
institutional level to address any problems”. Pandor said additional government funding of close to 
ZAR7.2 billion (US$580 million) in 2018 had been allocated to fund bursaries for children of poor and 
working-class families entering universities and technical and vocational education and training (TVET) 
colleges. About ZAR4.6 billion had been set aside for qualifying university students and ZAR2.6 billion 
for TVET college students. The result was that the baseline allocation to the NSFAS to support poor 
and working-class university and TVET students would increase from ZAR9.9 billion in 2017-18 to 
ZAR35.3 billion in 2020-21. 
Click this Link for more details  
 

10. The Star 
Africa's education ministers root for mother-tongue (Kenya) 
African ministers of education have been asked to work together towards implementing resolutions 
of the PACE meeting which ended in Nairobi on Friday. The Pan African High-Level Conference on 
Education reached a Nairobi Declaration with calls for the need to improve the quality of teacher and 
student training. The meeting also gave weight to issues bordering on curriculum review, education 

https://www.modernghana.com/news/849126/govt-committed-to-expanding-infrastructure-in-tertiary-inst.html
http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?story=20180428070346957
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funding, and gender equality. The adoption of mother-tongue as the medium of instruction in schools, 
especially in early learning, was identified as the best way to boost education standards in the 
continent. Delegates also stressed the need for countries to focus more on Technical Vocational 
Educational Training to boost skills resources in Sciences, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. 
Education CS Amina Mohamed noted that Kenyan parents have a belief that quality education was 
about university degrees. "Parents insist on university education as the epitome of education. We 
must create skilled labour by mopping up all students who missed out on university slots and send 
them to TVET institutions," Amina said. She said the financial implications that will arise from move 
will be dealt with later. "We will ask UNESCO for support after showing them we have created the 
capacity," she said. Earlier on Friday, the CS directed the Kenya Universities and Colleges Placement 
Service to immediately commence the process of placing over 500,000 youth to TVET institutions. 
Click this Link for more details  
 

11. Daily Monitor 
Rethinking social work as a profession (Uganda) 
Many people have come to associate social work with charity, Non-Government Organisation work 
and basically disadvantaged groups. However, social work is much bigger than that. According to the 
Canadian Association of Social Workers, social work is defined as, “a profession concerned with 
helping individuals, families, groups and communities to enhance their individual and collective well-
being. It aims at helping people develop skills and ability to use their own resources and those of the 
community to resolve problems.” Social work is therefore concerned with individual and personal 
problems but also with broader social issues such as poverty, unemployment and domestic violence. 
Though a number of universities in Uganda offer various courses in line with social work, there has 
been a general lack of professionalism in the practice. According to Dr Janestic Twikirize, a social work 
and social administration lecturer at Makerere University, noted that 66.5 per cent of operations of 
social workers in Uganda is at community level, but only 52 per cent of social work practitioners have 
a background in social work training while 29 per cent are just occupying social work positions and 
identifying with it yet they are not social workers. 
Click this Link for more details  
 
 

     
Note to University Public Relations Officers: 
 
To share news/events about your Universities, contact Ms Maureen Agena, Program Officer - 
Communications, Marketing & Advocacy, below. 
 

 
Name: Maureen 
Agena 

Corporate  
Communication & 
Advocacy Officer 

Email: 
communications@ruforum.org  

 

https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/04/27/africas-education-ministers-root-for-mother-tongue-as-nairobi-meet_c1750745
http://www.monitor.co.ug/News/Education/Rethinking-social-work-profession/688336-4536060-101f40/index.html
mailto:communications@ruforum.org

