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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Partnering to effectively strengthen whole value chains 
Key focus at the launch of a global program for grain legumes and dryland cereals 

 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (19 February, 2018)  - Over 130 participants from 25 countries met to confirm partners and 

priorities at the launch meeting of the CGIAR Research Program on Grain Legumes and Dryland Cereals (GLDC). Dr 

Peter Carberry, Director of GLDC, set the framework from the start, underlining that the Program’s approach is 

how it can add value to what is already being undertaken. Linking initiatives and building on each other’s strengths 

will be a key focus of the approach.  

Ethiopia’s Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources, H.E. Dr. Eyasu Abraha Alle, who inaugurated GLDC, 

supported the value chain approach noting that, “grain legumes and the sorghum and millets are what have been 

termed as ‘Smart Food’ because they are: Good for you, Good for the planet, and Good for the farmer. However, 

they have received less attention and their value chains have not been as well developed. We need to do something 

different! Through partnerships like GLDC, we will build this whole industry from the consumer end and also 

develop the food processing industry and connect this right back to the farmers.” He also challenged the team, 

“We have to work furiously for the drylands. Tackling the drylands means being climate smart. Grain legumes and 

dryland cereals are well adapted to the drylands and naturally nutritious. I challenge the CRP to come up with a 

strategy for the drylands of Ethiopia. These are Smart Foods and we need to diversify our diets with them.” 

Jointly launching the Program was Dr Nigel Kerby, Board Chair of the International Crops Research Institute for the 
Semi-Arid Tropics, who congratulated the whole team behind GLDC: “As Chair of the ICRISAT Board and on behalf 
of ICRISAT which has pulled together the partners and prospectus for this Program, I take great pleasure in joining 
the 44 partner institutions and the Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources for the launch of GLDC. I am very 
impressed by the commitment shown by the over 130 delegates at the launch, from many different disciplines and 
their belief in GLDC. I wish great success to the team over the next five years and beyond.” 
 
GLDC’s vision is to deliver improved rural livelihoods and nutrition by prioritizing demand-driven innovations to 

increase production and market opportunities along value chains. The program supports research for development 

purposes on six legumes (chickpea, cowpea, pigeonpea, groundnut, lentil and soybean) and three cereals 

(sorghum, pearl millet and finger millet). It will focus on the semi-arid and sub-humid dryland agroecologies of sub-

Saharan Africa and South Asia. The Program is a partnership of CGIAR centers, public and private organizations, 

governments and farmers worldwide.    
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About the CGIAR: CGIAR is a global research partnership for a food-secure future. CGIAR science is dedicated to reducing 

poverty, enhancing food and nutrition security, and improving natural resources and ecosystem services. Fifteen CGIAR 

Centers in close collaboration with hundreds of partners, including national and regional research institutes, civil society 

organizations, academia, development organizations, and the private sector carry out its research.  

http://www.cgiar.org/ 

About ICRISAT: The International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) leads GLDC. It is a non-profit, 

non-political organization that conducts agricultural research for development in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa with a wide array 

of partners throughout the world. Covering 6.5 million square kilometers of land in 55 countries, the semi-arid tropics have 

over 2 billion people, and 644 million of these are the poorest of the poor. ICRISAT innovations help the dryland poor move 

from poverty to prosperity by harnessing markets while managing risks – a strategy called Inclusive Market-Oriented 

Development (lMOD). ICRISAT is headquartered in Hyderabad, Telangana, India, with two regional hubs and six country offices 

in sub-Saharan Africa. It is a member of the CGIAR System Organization.  

www.icrisat.org; For ICRISAT’s scientific information see: http://EXPLOREit.icrisat.org  
 
About RUFORUM: RUFORUM is member of the GLDC partnership. The  Regional  Universities  Forum  for  Capacity  Building  

in  Agriculture  (RUFORUM),  is  a  consortium  of  85 African universities operating within 35 countries in the continent with 

mission to ‘strengthen the capacities of Universities to foster innovations responsive to demands of smallholder farmers 

through the training of high  quality  researchers,  the  output  of  impact  oriented  research  and  the  maintenance  of  

collaborative working relations among researchers, farmers, national agricultural research institutions’. RUFORUM was 

established in 2004, with a Secretariat hosted at Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda. RUFORUM signed an MoU with the 

African Union and has a mandate to support capacity building in Agriculture related fields, Science, Technology and Innovation 

in Africa.  RUFORUM  has  supported  the  training  of  over  2,152 postgraduate  students,  the  generation  of  over  300  

agricultural  technologies  and  mobilized  over  US$169 million  for  strengthening  postgraduate  education  in  Africa.  Please 

visit http://www.ruforum.org for more information. 
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