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DECLARATION OF THE 
 

13th RUFORUM ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD IN LILONGWE MALAWI 
 

ON  
 

STRENTHENING HIGHER EDUCATION, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION FOR 
ACHIEVING AFRICA UNION AGENDA 2063 

 

27 October, 2017 
 
 

1. Preamble 
1.1 We, the Vice Chancellors, Rectors, Principals and Deans of 87 Universities from 35 African 

Countries, together with partners from within and outside Africa, met at the 13th 

RUFORUM Annual General Meeting from 25th - 27th October 2017 with the objectives to 
(a) provide a platform for the higher education stakeholders in Africa to discuss how to 
strengthen higher agricultural education, science, technology and innovation 
development in the continent; b) deliberate on a strategy for greater university 
contribution towards the attainment of the African Union Agenda 2063, as well as the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (Agenda 2030/ SDGs), and c) explore 
strategies for strengthening the quality and relevance of higher agricultural education, 
and science, technology and innovation development in Africa, and mobilising 
partnerships for supporting agricultural transformation on the continent. 

 
2. Noting that:  
2.1 African universities are currently faced with many critical challenges of increasing social 

demand for university education without the concomitant resources, including PhD 
qualified staff, investments and research facilities; 

2.2 Higher education has an important role to play by building the human and other capacities 
required to support the placing of science at the heart of development strategies, 
particularly for the transformation of African agriculture into a globally competitive, 
inclusive and business-oriented sector that creates wealth, generates gainful employment 
and improves quality of life, with high potential to transform Africa’s rural areas; 

2.3 The African Union Agenda 2063 recognises the important place of higher education as a 
critical component of its strategy for achieving the ‘Africa We Want’;  

2.4 Africa’s agriculture employs close to 70% of Africa’s population and the sector will 
continue to play a key role in national economic development for most of African 
countries in the foreseeable future. Agriculture’s large economic growth potential needs 
to be harnessed by making available the necessary skills for it to be fully leveraged. 
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3. Cognisant that: 
3.1 Africa will, by 2050, be a continent with the largest population – projected to reach 2 

billion as a result of the fast population growth rate. Feeding this population while 
conserving the eco-systems and ensuring inclusive growth will require significant 
innovations leading to higher-yielding and more resilient crops and animals; 

3.2 African Heads of State and Governments approved the Science, Technology and 
Innovation Strategy for Africa (STISA, 2024), which confirms the African Union’s intention 
to place science-led strategies at the heart of development efforts; 

3.3 The Malabo Declaration vision commits to promoting and achieving accelerated African 
agricultural growth and transformation for a shared prosperity and improved livelihoods; 

3.4 To support the achievement of the African Union Science, Technology and Innovation 
Strategy for Africa (STISA 2024), Universities in Africa need to expand their scientific 
research and innovation capacity to train quality students, create research career 
pathways for young and mid-career researchers, increase diversity and achieve equity; 

3.5 In order to be competitive globally and to meet skills demands, higher education 
enrolments will need to increase to 50% of the 18-24 year old cohort by 2063. Africa’s 
current participation remains on average at 8%, against a global average of 32%; 

3.6 The African Union has put in motion the processes to establish a Committee of 10 Heads 
of State to champion Education, Science, Technology and Innovation development in the 
continent with His Excellence, Macky Sall, The President of the Republic of Senegal, as its 
Coordinator, and Prof. Arthur Peter Mutharika President of the Republic of Malawi as a 
member of the Committee. This Committee provides an important opportunity for 
harnessing high level support to strengthening higher education in Africa. The ten Heads 
of State are President Macky Sall (Senegal), President Ernest Bai Karoma (Sierra Leone), 
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi (Egypt), President Beji Caid Essebsi (Tunisia), President 
Arthur Peter Mutharika (Malawi), President Have Geingob (Namibia), President Uhuru 
Kenyatta (Kenya), President Ameenah Gurib-Fakim (Mauritius), President Idriss Deby Itno 
(Chad), and President Bongo Odimba (Gabon). 
 

4. The Vice Chancellors, Principals and Deans, and their Partners, therefore call on:  
The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture to: 
 
4.1 Strengthen the roles of universities to support the achievement of Agenda 2063, including 

through the RUFORUM Vision 2030 Strategy;  
4.2 Strengthen the engagement of universities in Africa with policy makers at the highest level 

including through the recently established Committee of 10 Heads of State and 
Government championing Education, Science, Technology and Innovation development;  

4.3 Work with other partner institutions to set up ‘Think Tanks’ to support policy formulation 
and implementation; 

4.4 Intensify its efforts to increase the pool of women graduate students, scientists and 
leaders in Higher Education institutions;  

4.5 Work with African Universities and other actors to promote the integration of universities 
and TVET institutions, and to develop programmes to promote youth innovativeness and 
strengthen youth entrepreneurial skill development. 
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National governments to: 
4.6 Increase investments in higher education institutions, including through committing at 

least 10% of GDP to agriculture as declared in the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP) and at least 1% of GDP to Science, Technology and 
Innovation development (pledged in 2007) to strengthen higher education and promote 
the wider African development agenda; 

4.7 Support the establishment of an African Higher Education Fund (AHEF) and commit to 
channelling at least 1% of the committed funds noted above to the AHEF. 

4.8 Strengthen infrastructure development in African universities and other tertiary 
education institutions; 

4.9 Establish anchor universities that will champion and take leadership in transforming 
teaching, research and engagement for greater relevance, and the stimulation of 
agriculture and inclusive sustainable rural development serving both their countries, 
regions and the continent; 

4.10 Remove policy barriers that limit access to and use of information and communication 
technology to stimulate creation of knowledge assets and barriers that limit exchange 
across geographical boundaries, in order to improve the overall performance of and 
collaboration between higher education institutions and industry while increasing both 
information “findability” and accessibility; 

4.11 Support local and international partnerships that address critical capacity needs for 
sustainable agricultural development. This includes partnerships amongst universities and 
engagement with communities, private sector and the African Diaspora to put the 
research generated into practice. 
   

 
AU Recognised Regional Economic Communities (RECs) to: 
Note: The AU recognises eight RECs, the Arab Maghreb Union (UMA), Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (COMESA), Community of Sahel–Saharan States (CEN–SAD), East African 
Community (EAC), Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS), Economic Community 
of West African States (ECOWAS), Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), Southern 
African Development Community (SADC). In addition, the Eastern Africa Standby Force 
Coordination Mechanism (EASFCOM) and North African Regional Capability (NARC) both have 
liaison offices at the AU. 
 
4.12 Facilitate staff and student mobility programs to increase access to quality academic 

programs and enhance regional collaboration, knowledge exchange and academic 
integration in the field of higher education in agriculture, science, technology and 
innovation development in Africa; 

4.13 Ensure strong policies regionally to create an enabling higher education environment; 
4.14 Establish a platform for regular dialogue with higher education institutions. 
 
The African Union to:  
4.15 Ratify and facilitate the convening of the Meeting of the Committee of 10 Heads of State 

and Government championing Education, Science, Technology and Innovation 
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development in Africa, so as to strengthen the high-level continental support for higher 
education to strengthen the sector and put in place a mechanism to further concrete 
actions for implementing a science-led development agenda for Africa; 

4.16 Create a Core Working Group to serve as the linking mechanism between the AUC, AU 
recognised RECs, governments and higher education institutions to support the work of 
the Committee of 10; 

4.17 Create an M&E mechanism to track implementation of 1% of GDP investment to Science, 
Technology and Innovation, with the required accountability, and work towards the 
broader NEPAD science indicator goals. 

 

Development Partners: 

4.18 To support RUFORUM and other regional efforts to strengthen higher agricultural 
education, and science, technology and innovation development in Africa. 


