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RUFORUM TRAINS 45 IN SCIENTIFIC DATA MANAGEMENT 

 

RUFORUM in collaboration with the University of Gezira organized for a four–day Scientific Data 

Management Training course. The training was held on 23rd - 26th August 2017 at the Agricultural 

Research Cooperation (ARC), Wad Medani, and Sudan. The aim was to enhance the ability of 

university staff and postgraduate students to report their research findings in a format that would 

ensure their wide dissemination as peer reviewed publications and for policy formulation.  

Specifically the training aimed at:  

 Equip participants with statistical knowledge in design, analysis and result interpretation 

of surveys/experiments applied to  agricultural, socio-economics and other biophysical 

studies; 

 Strengthen the ability of participants to manage complex data, analyse data using 

statistical software and interpret results objectively; 

 Enhance participants’ skills to produce manuscripts for publication that contains sound 

statistical facts. 

A total of 45 Staff (19 females and 26 males) attended the four–day training facilitated by two 

specialists, namely Dr Susan Balaba Tumwebaze of the Faculty of Forestry and Nature 

Conservation at Makerere University and Mrs Nancy Waitherero Chege a RUFORUM Alumnus and 

an Instructor in Research Methods from the Training Department of the Kenya Technical Trainers 

http://en.uofg.edu.sd/
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College. The training targeted staff from different faculties of the University of Gezira and 

RUFORUM -supported students1. The training content and approach was based on an initial needs 

assessment through a pre-training survey aiming to identify the needs of the participants. The 

mode of instruction employed little theory and more of practicals using analytical tools such as 

SPSS and Minitab. The participants as well as the University leadership appreciated the skills 

acquired through application of statistical techniques in quantitative and qualitative data analysis. 

Scientific Data Management trainings are part of RUFORUM’s Postgraduate Training and Quality 

Assurance portfolio to enable scientists develop, gain, maintain, and advance necessary skills in 

their respective areas of expertise.  

Below are profiles of some of the participants: 

Mr. El-Mugheira Mockarram Ibrahim Mohammed was born in Gedaref State - Sudan; he has a B.Sc. 
(Honors) in Forestry from University of Juba (2008), and M.Sc. in Forestry (Forest Inventory) from 
University of Bahri (2014). He is working as a lecturer at the University of Gezira, Faculty of Forest 
Science and Technology. He has published more than 10 scientific papers related to Forest 

Inventory, Urban Environment, Land Use & 
Land Use Change as well as, the Dynamics of 
Natural Forests in Sudan. His MSc. His thesis 
was published as a Book by LAMBERT 
Academic Publishing under the title 
“Prediction of Crown Width & Tree Height 
from Diameter at Breast Height” (Forest 
Inventory & Tree Cruising Models). He has a 
good experience in using Excel Spreadsheets 
and Data-fit program for describing and 
analyzing the data and little about SPSS, 
hence the just concluded training course in 
scientific data management improved his 
research skills in data processing and analysis 
using descriptive statistics through SPSS and 

Minitab software.     

 

                                                           
1 RUFORUM is supporting 12 Sudanese students to pursue a MSc. in Natural Resources Management, plant 
breeding and few others at the University of Gezira.  

http://en.uofg.edu.sd/
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Mr. Elawad Mohammad Sedig Abdelaziz is from Kurmeeta Sudan. 
He graduated with a BSc (Honors) degree in Crop Sciences and 
Natural Resource from the University of Kassala in 2009. He has 
worked as an Agricultural Extension Engineer helping small scale 
farmers in rural region of Kassala. In 2014, he was employed as a 
Research Assistant in sunflower breeding at the Agricultural 
Research Cooperation, Crop Production Department (Oil Seed 
Center. He is currently pursuing his MSc in Crop Plant Breeding 
under RUFORUM Scholarship, at University of Gezira Faculty of 
Agriculture and Sciences. His research is focused on developing 
sunflower varieties which are  high yielding and high oil content, 
resistance to pest and disease, tolerance to climate change, heat 
stress and early maturity because there is a shortage of available 

oil seed crop with high quality of oil by using biotechnology techniques. 

 

Ms. Wala Mohammed Abedalla Balla graduated with BSc. 
(Honours) in 2015 department crop Sciences, Faculty of 
Agricultural Sciences, University of Gezira (Sudan). In her BSc her 
research focused on the study of forage yield of some grasses and 
legumes in monoculture and mixtures under irrigation in central 
Sudan. She won Martyr award al- taher al- siddig award as she had 
the highest cumulative rate in the Department of Crop Sciences. 
Wala has worked as an assistant researcher in the Agricultural 
Research Corporation (ARC) in Wad Medani Sudan in 2016. She is 
currently pursuing her Master Degree in Plant Breeding from 
Gezira University,   sponsored RUFORUM. 

 

Mr Ali Gammaa Hamed Mohamed  was born in Elnuhood in 
Western Kordofan State, Sudan. He holds a BSc (honors) in Plant 
Protection of Agriculture and Natural Resources, from University 
of Gezira. In 2013, he was awarded a Computer Application 
Diploma from Sudan Center of Computer Skills. In addition, he is 
a beekeeper and a member of the Apicultural Sudanese Platform 
and is interested in Bee Breeding and honey Production. In 2015, 
he received a RUFORUM scholarship to pursue a M.Sc. degree. 
His research domain is to Investigate Tomato Genotypes and 
Cultivars against Tuta absoluta pest in Gezira state, Sudan. He 
hopes to get a RUFORUM PhD Scholarship to study the African 
Bee Behavior and breeding to reduce aggressiveness. 
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   Miss Rida Mohammed is from Wad Medani, Gezira State, 
Sudan. She holda a BSc (Honors) degree in of Agricultural 
Sciences (Crop Protection major), from University of Gezira. 
She also participated in the Third Conference of Pest 
Management in Sudan, Wad Medani, Sudan 3 – 4 Feb. 2014 
and was awarded a certificate of participation in Laboratory 
Managers Workshop in Sudan (E-SALAMA 12-16 April 2015). 
In 2015 she received a RUFORUM scholarship to pursue a  
MSc Degree in Agricultural Sciences (Entomology) and the 
title of her research is ‘Behavioral approach for Tuta absoluta 
control on Tomato Crop at Gezira state – Sudan’. 

 

 
Mr. Kamil Osman Awad was born in Wadrahama village in Gezira 
state, Sudan. He is a BSc (honors) graduate from University of 
Gezira, Faculty of Agricultural Science, Department of 
Engineering. He participated in a training on Fundamental Water 
Resource Management at Sudan Hydraulic Research Center. He 
is currently pursuing his MSc in Water Management at the 
Water Management and Irrigation Institute, University of Gezira 
through a  scholarship RUFORUM. His MSc research focuses on 
‘Climate Change Occurance And Potential Rainfall Runoff Water 
Harvesting’. He thinks, he is lucky because he got a training 
course in scientific data management through RUFORUM at the 
University of Gezira. He says “The tarining  included some 
important components such as data collection and 

management, data processing using spreadsheet (M Excel),  analysis of data using statistical 
softwares with computer hands-on experience, experimental design and statistical tests. “The 
course was successful since and I benefited a lot due to very claer presentation and good work 
from the facilitators”- he said. 

 
Mr. Altahir Mohamed Omer Mohamed was born in Geniena Western 
Darfour Sudan. He holds a BSc (honors) degree in Plant Protection of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, from the University of Gezira and 
was awarded Computer Application Diploma from Sudan National 
Federation of UNESCO Clubs. In 2015, he received a RUFORUM 
Scholarship to pursue his M.Sc. and his research focuses on “Effect of 
the Entomopathogenic Fungus, Metarhizium anisopliae (Metsch), on 

the Watermelon Bug, Coridus viduatus F. Heteroptera: Dinidoridae, under Laboratory Conditions”. 
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Ms. ASIA MOHAMED ELHAJ MUSA Is a lecturer at Blue Nile 
National Institute for Communicable Diseases (BNNICD) 
University of Gezira, Department of Molecular Biology. She 
graduated from the University of Gezira with an MSc in 
Molecular Biology from the National Cancer Institute. Her 
research study focused on the “Role of TIGR gene mutations in 
development of Glaucoma in Sudanese patients at Central 
Sudan”.  She is currently pursuing a PhD. and her research is 
focused on diagnosis of viral infections with special emphasis 
on hemorrhagic Rift Valley fever viruses of farm animals and 
evaluation of viral agents under Sudan conditions using 
different conventional and molecular tools for virology, 
pathology, epidemiology and diagnosis.  

 

Mr. Ahmed Musa Yagoub Musa was born in Wad Medani in 
Gezira state, Sudan. He holds a Bachelor (honors) of agricultural 
science  in agriculture engineering , University of Gezira.He  also 
received professional skills development training basic 
requirements for research methodology and scientific writing 
organized by ARC. He works as a research assistant at the 
Agriculture Research Corporation in Sennar Station, South East 
Sudan, Department of Agriculture Engineering. To further his 
skills and competences, he is pursing a MSc. in Irrigation And 
Drainage Engineering supported by RUFORUM . His research 
focuses on the ‘Effect of Water Deficit on Eggplant Under Drip 
Irrigation’.  

                        

 

 Mrs. Mawada Yahya   was born in Gezira  State -Alhasahisa,  Sudan. 
She   graduated with a BSc in Science and Technology                                                                                               
Omdurman Islamic University. She has received professional skills 
development training in Molecular Biology and its application from 
the Blue Nile National Institute for Communicable Diseases In 
Collaboration with Makerere University. She also was trained on 
Basic Requirements for Research Methodology and Scientific 
Writing organized by Agriculture Research Corporation (ARC).   
Currently, Mawada works as a Research Assistant with Agriculture 
Research Corporation in Wad Medani, Department of Crop 
Protection. She is also pursuing a Master of Entomology  funded 
by the RUFORUM through the RUFORUM. Mawada’s Research 

focuses   on Identification of whitefly using morphology and DNA in Sudan.  
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Ms.  Eslam Ahmed was born in  Algadaraf state- Alfaow, Sudan. She 
holds a Bachelor of Agriculture (Soil and Water science ) from Sudan 
University Science and Technology. She also received professional skills 
development training on What Climate Change Means for Farmers in 
Africa presented by Professor Kees Stigter at Agriculture Research 
Corporation. Further, she received training on Basic Requirements for 
Research Methodology and Scientific Writing organized by ARC. 
Currently, Eslam works as a Research Assistant with Agriculture 
Research Corporation in Wad Medani,  Department of Water 
Management. To further her skills and  competences, she is pursuing a 
Master  of Soil and Water Science funded by RUFORUM. Eslam's 

research focuses on  ‘Effect of different irrigation intervals and nitrogen and phosphorus on 
production of rice (Oryza Sativa) under Gezira conditions’. She studies irrigation requirements on 
Aerobic Rice and irrigation interval and yield in Sudan. 

 Miss. Wafaa Badawi Eltayeb Mustafa  was born in Gezira state-          
Almanagel, Sudan. She holds a Bachelor of Agricultural sciences 
(Environmental sciences and natural Resources of Gezira University. 
She also has training in Crop Improvement and Data Management as 
well as  training in Basic Requirements for Research Methodology and 
Scientific Writing organized by ARC. Currently she is working as a 
Research Assistant at Agricultural Research Corporation in Wad 
Medani, central State of Sudan. To further her skills and competences, 
she is pursuing a Master of plant breeding funded by RUFORUM. Her 
research focuses on Combining ability (GCA,SCA)  and Heterosis among 
Sesame (Sesamum indicum  L.) genotypes Measuring for yield and yield 

components in Gezira state, Sudan. The study focuses on Hybrid vigor   of high yielding genotypes 
and comparison with Parents.  
 

Mr. Ahmed Younis Ibrahim Younis born in Aldeaan, East Darfur State, 
Sudan. He holds a Bachelor (honors) in Forestry Science-College of 
Forestry and Range Science (2013) Sudan University of sciences & 
technology, Khartoum, Sudan. He works at Agricultural Research 
Corporation (ARC) in Forest Research Center and Gum Arabic as a 
Research Assistant. He has special interest in Environmental Science, 
Forest Products and Food Security. In 2015 – 2018 he was granted a 
MSc. scholarship at Gezira University, Sudan in Natural Resources 
Management funded through RUFORUM. His study was “Assessment 
of Types and Utility of Non-Wood Forest Products in Bhar Alarab 
Locality in East Darfur State, Sudan” with focus on improvement of 

the utility and management of the non-wood forest products in East Darfur State. 
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Ms. Maysoon Abdelhameid Abdelhai Osman is Sudanese. She 
graduated with BSc. (Honours) in 2009 majoring in Soil and Water 
Sciences, Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, University of Gezira 
(Sudan). In her BSc honours research she studied Sudan’s 
Resources and its Exploitation in Securing Arab Food Security. 
Maysoon has worked as an assistant in Laboratories Unit, Water 
and Land Center Agricultural Research Corporation (ARC) in 2010 
(Sudan). She obtained her Master Degree in Agrometeorology and 
Natural Risk Management from Haramaya University, (Ethiopia) in 
2015 sponsored by Africa Share Capacity Building scholarship. Her 
M.Sc. research focused on “Analysis of Factors Influencing 
Women’s Decision to Adapt to Climate Change: The Case of Rural 

Women in Haramaya District, Eastern Ethiopia”. She Received Field Attachment Program Award 
(FAPA ) funded by RUFORUM. Application of the results invert form M.Sc. thesis research among 
the farmers entitled “Climate Change Adaptation through Soil and Water Management in Semi-
Arid Environment : A Case of Smallholder Farmers from Butana Region, Sudan”. 

 Mr. Alkhader Ali Mokhaer Mohamad was born in western Kordofan 
state-Alnuhoud, Sudan. He holds a Bachelor of Agriculture (Crop 
Science) from Khartoum University. In 2015, he participatated in a 
training in Crop Improvement and Data Management Course in Wad 
Medani, Sudan. He also received training in Basic Requirements for 
Research Methodology and Scientific Writing organized by ARC. 
Currently he is working as Research Assistant at Agricultural Research 
Corporation in Wad Medani, central State of Sudan. To further his 
skills and competences, he is pursuing a Masters in Plant Breeding 
funded by the RUFORUM. Alkhader’s research focuses on ‘Genetic 
variability, Heretability and interrelationship among Groundnut 

(Arachis hypogaea L.) genotypes evaluated for yield and yield components in Gezira state, Sudan’. 
The study will focus on selection of high yielding genotypes and comparison with local groundnut.       

 

 

 

 


