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For immediate release | 12 April, 2016 
 

African Journal of Rural Development publishes inaugural issues 
 

12 April, 2016  
Kampala, Uganda 

 
The Regional Universities Forum for 

Capacity Building in Agriculture 

(RUFORUM) is pleased to announce 

publication of the first two issues of the   

African Journal of Rural Development, 

AJRD. AJRD is an online, bilingual 

(English/French), peer-reviewed, open 

access journal whose aim is to share 

knowledge on all aspects that contribute to 

sustainable and inclusive rural 

development.  With its broad scope of 

bridging the biological, physical and social 

sciences, this journal aims to address 

issues that will enable Africa’s rural areas 

to be a major contributor to meeting the 

ambitious aspirations of the African 

Agenda 2063.  

 

The journal will document case studies of researchers working with farmers and agricultural 

entrepreneurs to increase productivity and encourage greater uptake of new technologies. It 

will also address the institutional systems and skill mix that universities and other actors  

need to strengthen their academic programmes in order to produce graduates and research 

that increases agricultural productivity and profitability, facilitates change processes at 

community level, informs policy, hence leading to sustainable and inclusive rural 

development.  

 

Community engagement, higher education instruction and rainwater harvesting are some of 

the topics explored in the first issue of the journal while the second issue focuses on the role 

of higher education in Africa’s development.  

 

http://www.ajrd.info/ajrd/index.php/ajrd/issue/view/7
http://www.ajrd.info/ajrd/index.php/ajrd/issue/view/7
http://www.ajrd.info/ajrd/index.php/ajrd/issue/view/7
http://ajrd.info/ajrd/index.php/ajrd/issue/view/7
http://ajrd.info/ajrd/index.php/ajrd/issue/view/11
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Founding of the Journal was inspired by on-going efforts of African universities, under the 

auspices of RUFORUM, to deepen engagement in rural transformation efforts on the 

continent. While officially launching the Journal in 2014, Hon. Thoko Didiza, the former South 

African Minister of Agriculture said that, “Access to land, technology, information, credit, 

infrastructure, market research and extension services are key for the success of Agriculture 

in Africa.” She added that with only 0.7% of the global research output coming from Africa, a 

lot has to be done by Africa’s scholars to add value to the continent.  

 

AJRD welcomes submission of manuscripts for subsequent editions of the Journal. 

Manuscripts are accepted on a rolling basis and will normally be published in the next edition 

following acceptance. Author guidelines and other details about the journal can be found at 

www.ajrd.info 

 
 

 
Notes to Editors:  
The Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) is a network of 55 African 
Universities with mission to ‘strengthen the capacities of Universities to foster innovations responsive to 
demands of small-holder farmers through the training of high quality researchers, the output of impact oriented 
research and the maintenance of collaborative working relations among researchers, farmers, national 
agricultural research institutions’. RUFORUM was established in 2004, with Secretariat hosted by Makerere 
University in Kampala, Uganda. RUFORUM signed MoU with the African Union and has mandate to support 
capacity building for science, research and technology development in Africa. RUFORUM has supported the 
training of over 1500 postgraduate students, the generation of over 300 agricultural technologies and mobilized 
over US$70 million for strengthening postgraduate education in Africa. Please visit www.ruforum.org for more 
information.  
 
The African Journal of Rural Development (AFJRD): Established by RUFORUM and the Centre for Coordination of 
Agricultural research and Development for Southern Africa (CCARDESA), the Africa Journal of Rural 
Development Editorial Secretariat is based at Makerere University in Uganda. The Editorial Board is headed by 
Professor Adipala Ekwamu, the founding Editor of the African Crop Science Journal and current Executive 
Secretary of RUFORUM. Board members represent a wide range of academic backgrounds and professional 
experience in rural development in Africa. For names and brief bios of the board members, visit: 
http://www.ajrd.info/. 
 
 
For additional information, photos and interviews with key delegates, contact Miss. Joan Apio, below.  

 
 

Contacts: 
Name: Joan Apio Program Officer - 

Communications, Publicity & 
Marketing 

Email: communications@ruforum.org  

 
Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) 

Plot 151/155 Garden Hill, Makerere University Main Campus 
P.O. Box 16811 Kampala, Uganda 

Tel: +256-417-713-300 (office) | Direct Line: +256-417-713-317 
Twitter: #RUFORUM|@ruforumsec  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ruforumnetwork  
Blog: http://blog.ruforum.org/  

Website: www.ruforum.org  

http://blog.ruforum.org/2014/11/26/ruforum-launches-the-african-journal-for-development-and-expands-its-network-to-west-africa/
http://www.ajrd.info/
http://www.ruforum.org/
http://www.ajrd.info/
mailto:communications@ruforum.org
https://www.facebook.com/ruforumnetwork
http://blog.ruforum.org/
http://www.ruforum.org/

