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Press Release 
 

 

For immediate release | 28 August, 2015 
 

RUFORUM Launches crowd funding campaign to raise scholarship funds for 
African students 

  
29th August, 2015  
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The Regional University Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) today 
launched a crowd funding campaign to raise funds to train African graduate students within 
Africa to transform African agriculture.  
 
Under the theme “Sponsor a student, Sustain Africa’s agriculture” the campaign seeks to 
spread far and wide, RUFORUM’s cause of training a critical mass of innovative graduates to 
champion agricultural transformation in the continent. Through the campaign RUFORUM will 
scale up its effort over the last 10 years that has helped to train over 1,200 MSc and 212 PhD 
students, of whom 42% are females, through its innovative post-graduate training 
programmes. Moreover, RUFORUM supports research linked to addressing the needs of 
smallholder farmers and agribusiness, with a focus on food and nutrition security and 
sustainable systems which has generated over 300 agricultural technologies, reaching over 
one million small holder farmers across Africa. 
 
It is estimated that over USD 5,000,000 will be raised to train at least 150 MSc graduates 
from disadvantaged backgrounds across the continent by 2020 to champion agricultural 
development and contributing to Building Africa We Want, as part of Agenda 2063. 
Consideration will be given to bridge the gender gap in agricultural training and research. The 
students will generate agricultural technologies that address the agricultural challenges in 
small holder transformation and through partnership and networking in the RUFORUM 
platform, these will be scaled out through the entire continent. 
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The campaign will be run through RUFORUM’s web platforms and social media (Facebook, 
twitter, website, mobile applications and the blog) as well as specialized fund raising events.  
RUFORUM accordingly invites the general public to contribute generously to this noble cause 
to raise funds for training a critical mass of African graduates with strong commitment to 
developing innovations that reduce poverty and make Africa food secure. 
 

 

Higher education for Africa* 
 Africa needs to produce future leaders who will promote better governance and 

management in all sectors, and facilitate innovative solutions to society’s problems. 

 Universities are best placed to provide the trained labour force needed as the drive for 
knowledge-based economies takes hold on the continent through producing more PhDs 
and more ‘industry-ready’ graduates 

 Postgraduate enrolment both in master’s and PhD programmes in Africa rose from 6.9 per 
cent of the total enrolment in 1997 to 9.3 per cent by 2014 as a result of educational 
reforms. 
 

* Source: Sci Dev Net.  Article: Making higher education work for Africa: Facts and figures by Irene Friesenhahn. 

 
RUFORUM 
Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) is a dynamic regional 
network of 55 member universities operating in 22 countries that fosters collaboration, 
coordination, training and research amongst member universities.  Its vision is to help build a 
vibrant agricultural sector.  We help African universities produce high-performing graduates and 
high-quality research, responsive to the demands of African farmers for innovation to generate 
sustainable livelihoods and national economic development.  To share our work, call +256-417-
713-300, email communications@ruforum.org, or visit us online at www.ruforum.org  or on our 
blog at http://blog.ruforum.org/ 
 

For additional information, photos and interviews with key delegates, contact Ms Joan 
Apio, Communications Publicity and Marketing Officer, below.  

 

Contacts: 
 

Name: Joan Apio Program Officer - 
Communications, Publicity 

& Marketing 

Email: communications@ruforum.org  

 
Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) 

Plot 151/155 Garden Hill, Makerere University Main Campus 
P.O. Box 16811 Kampala, Uganda 

Tel: +256-417-713-300 (office) | Direct Line: +256-417-713-317 
Twitter: #RUFORUM|@ruforumsec  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ruforumnetwork  
Blog: http://blog.ruforum.org/  

Website: www.ruforum.org  
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