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Recognition Award for Your Excellence in Research and Building Africa’s Human 
Resource Capacity  

Presented to  

Professor Umezuruike Linus Opara 

 
Above: Professor Umezuruike Linus Opara, receiving his award from Professor Levi Nyagura, outgoing 
RUFORUM Board Chair 

 

Professor Umezuruike Linus Opara is a a graduate from the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, with 
the degree of Bachelor of Engineering (First Class Honours), completed his Master of 
Engineering from Massey University in New Zealand where he also obtained his PhD in 
agricultural engineering.   As a student, he served as the President of International Students’ 
Association, and President of African Students’ Association, helping to raise funds from 
students to support students and liberation movements in Southern Africa. 
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During his time as academic at Massey University in New Zealand, he served in many 
management and leadership positions including Programme Director of Engineering 
Technology, Research Group Leader on Bio-products Quality, founding member of the Centre 
for Postharvest and Refrigeration Research, and worked closely with farmers to develop 
strategies to reduce harvesting and postharvest losses. He served the university and city on 
several high-level boards and committees including the City International Festival, Massey 
University Governing Council, Professorial Board, Inter-Ethnic Research Committee, and 
Residential Community Coordinator in charge of mentorship and welfare of students in 
University Halls of Residence.  

He spent six and half years at Sultan Qaboos University in the Sultanate Oman, where he was 
Director of the Agricultural Experiment Station (AES), Assistant Dean for Postgraduate Studies 
& Research and member of the University Academic Council, Coordinator of University-
Ministry of Agriculture research on crop quality, and developed new research and academic 
programmes in postharvest technology. In recognition of his research outputs and impact, 
Prof. Opara received the Outstanding Research Award at Sultan Qaboos University in 2006, the 
university’s highest accolade for research excellence and impact. 

Prof. Opara’s interest in making research work for smallholder farmers and agribusiness has 
taken him to several countries in Africa, East Timor, the South Pacific, Asia, Europe and Middle 
East. With the support of many development agencies, he has implemented in-country training 
programmes in the Kingdom of Tonga, China, Mali, Tanzania, Nigeria, Cambodia,  to name a 
few, and served on the advisory board of international organisations such as Kaziranga 
University, India, the Horticulture Innovation Lab of the Feed the Future Programme, USA and 
THE POST HARVEST PROJECT, USA. 

The impact of Prof. Opara’s immense contributions to agricultural research and education in 
Africa and globally has been recognised locally and internationally. In 2011, he was awarded 
the Presidential Citation of the International Commission of Agricultural and Bio-systems 
Engineering (CIGR) for services to Agricultural Engineering in Africa, and in 2013 was awarded 
the rare position of Honorary Vice President of the CIGR. Recently he was awarded Honorary 
Membership of Golden Key International Honor Society for his exceptional academic 
excellence and leadership, and holds a Chinese government visiting professorship at the 
University of Shanghai for Science & Technology, China. Prof. Opara is the founding editor-in-
chief of the International Journal of Postharvest Technology, has published over 200 articles in 
peer-reviewed journals, book chapters, industry journals, and refereed conference 
proceedings, and has made over 150 oral presentations at international conferences.  

Prof. Opara joined Stellenbosch University in 2009 as a Research Professor and DST-National 
Research Foundation South African Research Chair in Postharvest Technology, focusing on 
high-level capacity building in science, technology and engineering to support postharvest 
value addition in agriculture. At Stellenbosch, he has developed a new state-of-the-art 
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postharvest research laboratory that is highly sought after in South Africa, Africa and globally, 
which he uses to mentor and train students and industry practitioners. During this short period, 
he has already trained 2 postdoctoral fellows, 4 PhD and 14 MSc from 9 African countries (East, 
West and Southern Africa), and is currently supervising 2 postdoctoral fellows, 15 PhD and 7 
MSc students from 9 African countries. Altogether, students from over 15 African countries 
have received his training and mentorship in agricultural research, working on a wide range of 
products, from fruit and vegetables handling to fish preservation and cassava flour for 
substitution in bread making. 

In recognition of his exceptional high performance, sustained output and far-reaching impacts 
of his research in such a short period, Prof. Opara was among the first select few full professors 
that were honoured in 2014 by Stellenbosch University with promotion to the rank of 
Distinguished Professor. 

RUFORUM today recognizes Professor Opara’s outstanding contribution to research and 
training globally and accords him the IMPRESA Award for 2015. 

Windhoek, Namibia, 29 August 2015 
 

 


