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EARTH ADMISSION PROCESS FOR AFRICAN STUDENTS 
 
The Admissions Office is the first point of contact for all potential students. We have an extensive 
voluntary contact network of individuals, schools and organizations that help us reach out to 
qualified candidates. The office promotes EARTH, scholarship opportunities, organizes the 
admission process and coordinates immigration and travel arrangements once students are 
officially admitted. The University conducts a very intensive and unique admissions process and 
invests a great deal of time and resources to enable our faculty members to personally meet and 
interview prospective candidates in their countries of origin. Our partners are a very important part 
of this process and play a key role in assisting the University identify future agents of change who 
will lead their communities towards a more just and prosperous society. 
 
The admissions process is highly competitive and selective; on average 300 candidates apply from 
African countries each year, about 200 of whom qualify for interviews. Currently, of these about 25 
African students are admitted per year.  It is very important to emphasize to our partners the 
importance of recommending only the most qualified candidates from each country, and to provide 
them assistance to ensure that that each candidate fulfills all of the application requirements. 

 
The admissions cycle 

 
EARTH’s admissions calendar begins 16 months before the beginning of the academic year for which 
the student is applying. It is an extensive process, in large part due to the lengthy immigration and 
travel processes required for African students. Additionally, non-Spanish speaking students enroll in 
a four-month intensive Spanish language program immediately preceding their first academic year. 
Thus, the application deadline for African students is set for the end of November the year 

BEFORE the year of admission. The process is divided in four phases: 
 

1. Promotion 
2. Pre-selection 
3. Selection 
4. Admission 
 

The following chart illustrates the full admissions calendar depicting the key events and timelines 
included in the admissions cycle: 
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EARTH ADMISSIONS CALENDAR FOR AFRICA 
 

 
 

1. PROMOTION 
 

During the promotion phase we advertise EARTH University, our academic program and scholarship 
opportunities at carefully selected schools and with organizations that have the capacity to identify 
and reach out to qualified candidates. Promotional activities are coordinated through contact 
organizations, graduates, teachers, individuals and social media. The Admissions Office sends 
promotional materials and application forms to schools and organizations to share with applicants 
who meet the established requirements. Applicants must: 
 

1. Have finished high school (A-levels) and have not yet enrolled in university studies. 
2. Have completed science classes and obtained good grades in Mathematics and Biology or 
Agriculture and Chemistry 
3. Have an interest and vocation for agriculture, natural resource management and related 
areas. 
4. Be between 18-26 years of age 

 
HOW TO APPLY TO EARTH UNIVERSITY 
 

Applying to EARTH University is easy, free and straightforward. It is highly recommended that 
partners help guide candidates in meeting all of the application requirements.  Requirements 
include: 
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1. Complete the application form in its entirety and sign the form, together with a witness. 
2. Attach one (1) current passport size photograph. 
3. Attach copies of junior school (O-level) and senior high school (A-level) certificate(s) and 
transcripts as officially recognized and issued by the examining body of each country. 
4. Enclose three (3) letters of recommendation using the official EARTH format (provided). 
5. Optional: Attach additional certificates or recognitions that support the application. 

 
Candidates can submit their applications in the following ways and volunteers are encouraged to 
assist them in doing so: 

i. The applicant manually completes the application, then scans the application 
documents and e-mails them to the admissions office. (Applicant may seek help from 
volunteer/NGO in scanning and sending.) 

ii. Online application: The applicant fills out the online application, attaches the other 
required application documents and submits using the online application tool: 
www.earth.ac.cr/apply 
 

Please make sure that the applicant submits a complete application before the 
established deadline (the end of November before the year of interviews and 
admissions.) For example, if the student is applying to report to school in August 
2016, the application deadline is November 30, 2015. 
 
Incomplete and late applications will not be considered for faculty review. 
 

2. PRE-SELECTION 
 

Once applications are received, they are registered and reviewed by members of EARTH’s faculty.   
The characteristics that are reviewed include leadership, vocation and experience in agriculture, 
extracurricular activities, academic record, social commitment, environmental awareness and 
entrepreneurship. Those who seem to meet the criteria are shortlisted for an interview. Those 
candidates not selected are notified about the decision. Successful applicants are then invited to 
attend interactive face-to-face interviews in their respective countries. 
 

3. SELECTION (INTERVIEWS) 
 

Selected candidates are contacted and travel arrangements are made so that they can meet with 
faculty members for an interview. The interview centers are coordinated with the help of volunteer 
organizations at local schools, hotels and offices conveniently located for the candidates. 
 
For candidates traveling long distances to attend the interview, there is the possibility of a small 
financial reimbursement to help cover transport, food and accommodation. The assistance of 
volunteer partners is critically important in coordinating the logistics of the interview phase of the 
process. 
The interview session is structured in the following way: 

I. Logic and math test: 40 questions of math and reasoning/logic. The test lasts for 2 hours 
and no calculators are allowed. 

II. Group interview: Students are put to work together to create solutions to a case study 
that involves dealing with problem-solving in a collective way. 

III. Individual interview: Each candidate will have approximately 30 minutes to interview 
with a professor on a one-on-one basis. 

http://www.earth.ac.cr/apply
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4. ADMISSION 
 

Once the interviews are concluded and the admissions exam is applied the admissions office, in 
coordination with the participating faculty members, begin the process of selecting the group of 
candidates for admission.  Typically there are many more candidates who qualify than there are 
available spaces and scholarships.  Each year only 110 students are admitted to the University.  The 
final admission decisions are based on a holistic analysis of each candidate, including the results of 
the interview, the admissions exam, previous experience, secondary school grades, etc. 
The awarding of scholarships to selected students is based on need.  Depending on the source of 
the scholarship, there may be additional requirements, for example gender, nationality or other 
factors. Once the admission process is concluded and scholarships have been awarded, admission 
letters are sent to each of the successful candidates, who are also contacted by phone so that they 
can begin processing travel documentation from their countries. 
 

5. IMMIGRATION PROCESS 
 

Once the successful candidates are notified, they must immediately begin processing their travel 
documents to send to the Admissions Office, who in turn will begin applying for the Costa Rican visa 
on the student’s behalf. The application deadline allows ample time for students to acquire travel 
documents in their countries which at times can be a complicated process.  EARTH University 
provides incoming students with documentation explaining that they have been awarded admission 
to a credible and legitimate international university in Costa Rica, unfortunately at times this alone 
is often not sufficient to expedite the process of the issuance of passports and other required 
documents. Therefore, it is highly recommended that a competent adult guide the student in 
completing the paper work and accompany him or her to the appropriate government office and 
support them in this critical process. 
 
Any delays in obtaining the travel documents in-country will also set back the Costa Rican visa 
application process, which in turn will push back the student’s arrival date to EARTH’s campus. Non-
Spanish speaking students are required to arrive on campus by the middle of August-four months 
before the beginning of the new academic year. The academic year usually begins in the second 
week of January. 
 

For more information about the admissions cycle, application process, and submission of 
application documents please contact us at: 
 
EARTH University Admissions Office 
P.O. Box 4442-1000 
San José, Costa Rica 
E-mail: admisiones@earth.ac.cr 
Tel. (+506) 2713-0285 
Fax (+506) 2713-0211 
www.earth.ac.cr 
 

http://www.earth.ac.cr/

